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Brown wood owls [Strix
leptogrammmica Temminck;
Family Strigidae; Order
Strigiformes] are the very rarely
sighted owls of India (Ali and
Ripley, 1987). They belong to
larger owl category and resemble
the size of pariah kite (47-53
cm). This chocolate brown owl is
well distributed in the Indian sub-
continent, Himalayas, North
Eastern hill states and Sri Lanka.
The wood owls are residents of
dense evergreen and moist
deciduous forests of the Western
Ghats and Eastern Ghats and their
associated hill ranges (Ali, 1996;
Kazmierczak and Van Perlo,
2003). In India, five species of
wood owls are present. Two races
of Brown wood owl viz, Himalayan
brown wood owl (Strix
leptogrammica newarensis) and
peninsular brown wood owl (Strix
leptogrammica indranee) have
been recognized based on the
facial disc pattern. The former is
distributed in North-Eastern
states, while the latter occurs
throughout the peninsular region
(Ali and Ripley, 1987; Grimmett,
1998). In 1870’s these brown
wood owls were introduced to
Lakshadweep Islands under
harebrained governmental plan to
keep the check on rat population
for combating plague.
Unfortunately these islands doesn’t
have a good forest cover, made an
incompatible ecological conditions
for the survival of these owls (Ali
and Ripley, 1987).

An owl was found in the premises
of Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE) field station, Sirsi, Uttar
Kannada, Karnataka (14° 36.33'
N, 74° 50.98' E; 619 m above sea
level). The owl was attacked by
the crows and closer approach to
bird revealed that it was attacked
by red ants. This hostile condition
made the owl to fly only for a
shorter distance and it fell

A) Condition of owl when brought to field station for treatment, B) Recovery
of owl after 3 days of treatment, C) Radiography of owl legs for to detect
fracture, D) Radiography Film reveal no fracture in legs, E) Persistent of curl
toe after 6 days of treatment, F) Fully recovered owl after 12 days of
treatment

helplessly on the ground due to
lack of energy. The bird was taken
to the field station and forcefully
fed with weak sugar solution.
Immediately a veterinarian was
called to treat the bird (one of the
authors, Dr. Yuvaraj Hegade). The
bird was administered with
Dexamethazone-0.25ml I/V
through wings vein and antibiotics
Cefazoline-10 mg (total dose) I/M
for pain and infection. The owl
was later identified as brown wood
owl with the help of field guide
Salim Ali's The book of Indian
birds. The bird was in severe
shock and the closer examination
revealed bleeding through the
nares, injury to left eye, closed

right eye and toe in the left leg is
curled. The bird was kept in a big
cardboard box and placed in the
dark for a day without any
disturbance. At night, the bird
seemed to have recovered and had
opened the right eye and was
standing. The bird was offered a
minced boneless chicken in a
plate. It did not make any
attempt to feed. The mince,
(about 20 g) was force fed along
with electrolyte water by opening
its beak. The bird was unable to
open its left eye; hence it was
administered eye drops containing
Gentamicin and Dexamethazone @
two drops twice a day. The
medical treatment was continued
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for three days. Neurobion tablet
was supplemented for 6 doses @
1/4t tablet per day on alternate
day basis and daily massaging and
hot fomentation to left leg was
carried out. Every day bird was
offered sufficient quantity of finely
smashed mutton and chicken
(about 25-50 g) for about five
days. Meanwhile the bird was
allowed free range in the big room
at the ATREE field station. It
started flying inside the room and
opening the left eye fully and also
started feeding on its own. But
the injury to left toe persisted for
5 days even after the treatment.
Hence it was radio graphed in the
Rotary General hospital, Sirsi to
detect any fracture or dislocation
of bone at toe region.

The radiographic examination did
not reveal any abnormalities. The
bird was handed-over to the
custody of Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Sirsi Forest Division and
was shifted to Sirsi mini zoo. The

administration of Neurobion tablet
and massaging of the left leg was
continued for another five days.
Gradually the left toe became
normal and later it was shifted to
Sri Chamarajendra Zoological
Garden, Mysore. This suggests
that owls become more active and
are susceptible to secondary
attacks by other birds during their
breeding season (January-
February; Ali and Ripley, 1987).

Acknowledgement

Author is very much thankful to
Mr. Vijay Mohan Raj, Deputy
Conservator of Forests, Sirsi
Division for permitting to keep &
treat the bird and also for making
necessary arrangements for taking
radiograph at TSS, Hospital, Sirsi.

References

Ali, S. (1996). The book of Indian
birds, Bombay Natural History
Society, Oxford University Press,
Mumbai.

Ali, S. & S.D. Ripley (1987).
Compact handbook of birds of
India and Pakistan together with
those of Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan and Sri Lanka. 2™ ed.
Bombay: Oxford University Press.

Baker, E.C.S. (1897). The birds
of north Cachar. Part VIII. J.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 11: 222-
233.

Grimmett, R., C. Inskipp & T.
Inskipp. (1998). Pocket guide to
the birds of the Indian
Subcontinent. Oxford University
Press, New Delhi.

Kazmierczak, K. & B. Van Perlo,
(2003). A field guide to birds of
India. Om book services, New
Delhi.

Announcements

Rs.8900/-

No of posts: 5

Guwahati)
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F.NO3-1/2012-CZA
Central Zoo Authority

(Ministry of Environment & Forests)

VACANCY CIRCULAR

The Central Zoo Authority (CZA) is a statutory autonomous body under the administrative control
of the Ministry of Environment t & Forests, Govt. of India. The CZA was established in February,
1992 with the objectives to enforce minimum standards and norms for upkeep and health care of
animals in Indian Zoos to provide them technical and other assistance for improvement and to
restrain mushrooming of unplanned and ill-conceived Zoos that were cropping up as adjuncts to
public parks, industrial complexes and waysides.
The Authority would like to fill up following posts as per following requirements.

Name of post & Pay scale: Deputy Inspector General PB-4 (37400-67000) with the grade pay of

Mode of recruitment: Deputation basis

Place of posting: CZA Hqgrs, New Delhi and its four regional office (Jaipur, Nagpur, Hyderabad,

Eligibility criteria and Age limit: Officer of the Indian Forests Services (IFS) under the Central
Government or State Government having the required services in the lower grade. Maximum Age

For eligibility criteria, desirable qualification, experience & application form etc. please visit: http://
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