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This is the first ever monumental and scientific
documentation of the faunal wealth of the Indian
Desert state of Rajasthan. A scholarly contribution to
the field of knowledge, these volumes provide novel
and vital information on the vertebrate faunal
heritage of India’s largest state. Contrary to popular
belief, the well-known Thar or Great Indian Desert
occupies only a part of the state. Rajasthan is
diagonally divided by the Aravalli Mountain Ranges
into arid and semi-arid regions. Through this well-
researched work, the editors have achieved an
extraordinary accomplishment not only in further
unveiling the well-known Thar or Great Indian Desert
but also putting in the spotlight the much lesser
known yet ravishing and spectacular wilderness, lush
green landscapes, hilly terrains, marshes and
wetlands of Rajasthan. The forward by Paul H
Harvey, CBE, FRS, Professor & Head, Department of
Zoology, University of Oxford, United Kingdom and
the opening chapters of the first volume provide a
well-focused introduction to Rajasthan. The
historical, socio-cultural, mythological, and
anthropological aspects of faunal conservation along
with fauna in retrospect, the tribes of Rajasthan
together with the fossil records set the scene for the
book. Chapters on threatened species like Bengal
Tiger, Leopard, Great Indian Bustard and Lesser
Florican, White-naped Tit, raptors, Demoiselle and
Sarus Cranes, chelonians, bats, wild ungulates, small
cats, bear, wolf, Smooth-coated Indian Otter, Spiny-
tailed Lizard, Giant Flying Squirrel, Gharial and
Gangetic River Dolphin have been penned by top -
notch wildlife experts and academics make this
volume more palatable and wholesome.
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The second volume entitled Faunal Heritage of
Rajasthan: Conservation and Management of
Vertebrates aptly describes Protected Areas, the
world famous Heronry, Tiger Reserves, Wildlife
Sanctuaries and biodiversity rich areas including the
conservation and management related aspects
spread over 20 chapters. It shall certainly draw the
attention of readers from around the world. Chapters
on Wildlife Trade; Ecotourism; Climate and other
environmental factors like Indira Gandhi Nahar
Pariyojna (IGNP) which are believed to have changed
the ecological face of Western Rajasthan, Tiger Re-
introduction at Sariska, laws and policies; and
Community Conservation are key attractions. The
last chapter highlighting issues and insights on
conservation and management, initiatives and gaps
in research would help researchers from India and
abroad to identify potential areas of future
collaborative work. The strategies suggested herein
can be a powerful tool for international
conservational advocacy. The elaborate content
supported by a total of 619 illustrations, which
include 485 in color and photographs of Mughal
paintings that WILL/MIGHT have implications for
faunal ecology STUDIES in similar habitats elsewhere
on Earth.

These volumes are an assemblage of what is bound
to become some of the most sought after chapters
and brilliantly synthesized scientific information
available. It is not an exaggeration to mention here
that there is no such publica-tion currently available
either in the Indian or the international market which
exclusively deals with the scientific account of the
vertebrate faunal diversity of Rajasthan. This work
will serve zoologists, wildlife biologists, conserva-
tionists, and social scientists, the general reader,
students, teachers, and active researchers, policy-
makers, and education administrators not only in
Rajasthan and India but throughout the globe. They
will find these volumes particularly valuable as an
important reference and textbook. Although, there
are many lacunae in our knowledge about faunal
ecology and its conservation, this formidable twin
volume set will surely help in bridging the gaps, while
enabling conservationists and policy makers to arrive
at a consensus regarding future strategies in
Rajasthan.
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Dr. B.K. Sharma (Chief Editor) is Associate
Professor and Head, Department of Zoology at

R.L. Saharia Government P.G. College, Kaladera
(Jaipur), Rajasthan, India. Dr. Sharma is a recipient
of coveted national and international fellowships,
awards and recognitions namely, Doctoral

and Post-doctoral research fellowships of the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR),

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) and Department of Science and Technology
(DST), Government of India at Maulana Azad
Medical College, New Delhi; Commonwealth
Academic Staff Fellowship at University College
London (UCL), UK; Visiting Fellowship under Indian
National Science Academy (INSA) and German
Research Foundation’s (DFG)

Dr. Seema Kulshreshtha (Co-editor) Associate
Professor and Head of Zoology Department
Government Shakambhar PG College, Sambhar
Lake (Jaipur), Rajasthan, India, she received her
Ph.D. degree from University of Rajasthan, Jaipur
in 1989. She has qualified University Grants
Commission’s National Eligibility Test (NET) in
addition to availing fellowships from Indian

Council of Medical Research and Indian Councilof
Agriculture Research. She has worked as aPost-
doctoral fellow in a National Fellow Project

during 1992-1996 at G.B. Pant University of
Agriculture and Technology, Pant Nagar,
Uttarkhand, India to develop an indigenous Dipstick
Veterinary Pregnancy Diagnostic kit for farmers. She
has devoted over 20 years in research and teaching
Zoology and contributed papers in national and
international journals. She has completed

a research project on the study of wetland birds of
Sambhar Salt Lake, Rajasthan. The areas of her
research interests include Immunology, Reproductive
Physiology and Biodiversity conservation and
management.
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Dr. Asad R. Rahmani (Co-editor) An eminent
ornithologist of international repute, after his Ph.D
on fish, he joined the Bombay Natural History
Society where he was Senior Scientist (BNHS)

and Project Scientist of Endangered Species

Project, Principal Investigator of Grassland

Ecology Project and Stork Ecology Project. In

1992, he joined Centre of Wildlife and Ornithology,
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh where he

became Chairman. In 1997, he rejoined BNHS as
Director. He has published more than 160 research
papers and 250 popular articles, authored nine books
and has submitted more than 30 project technical
reports to the Government of India and funding
agencies. Currently, he is a Global Council member of
Birdlife International, UK, and Chairman of BirdLife
Asia Council. He serves in many national and state
wildlife committees, such as the National Board for
Wildlife, Wetland Committee, Bustard Task Force of
the Ministry of Environment and Forests. He has been
a research guide to ten Ph.D. students and Executive
Editor of Journal of Bombay Natural History Society,
and two popular magazines of BNHS, Mistnet and
Hornbill. Presently, he is working as the Director,
BNHS-India, which is a leading institution of India
known the world over for high quality of research on
wildlife and environment.
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