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15 April 2010

Greetings from WAZA !

As part of the “International Year
of  Biodiversity” activities, UNEP
has set the theme of WED 2010 as
“Many Species. One Planet. One
Future.” It echoes the urgent call
to conserve the diversity of life on our planet.

A world without biodiversity is a very bleak prospect. Millions of people and
millions of species all share the same planet, and only together can we enjoy a
safer and more prosperous future.

As we celebrate WED, let us consider carefully the actions each of us must
take, and then address ourselves to our common task of preserving all life on
Earth.

WAZA members are invited to register their biodiversity activities for the 5th
June under: http://www.unep.org/wed/2010/english/activitymap  (Around the
World/Register Your Activity) .  The activities will be visible on a world map
on the UNEP website. UNEP will donate 10$ per activity to a ranger project for
gorillas in Rwanda! On the website you also find informational material,
posters, brochures, t-shirt templates, website banners etc.

Especially WAZA members could
    * hold one of their biodiversity-themed events on WED, 5th June, such as
highlighting regional biodiversity projects and using the WAZA biodiversity
book
    * register these activities on the WED website as WAZA members to make
their voice heard and be part of the solution.
    * encourage their local members to come up with their own WED activities
and REGISTER. Kid members can promote WED at schools by organizing a
tree-planting or gorilla awareness day and professionals at their offices by
encouraging colleagues to print double side and not leave computers on
stand-by at night. We will have more specific examples of possible WED
activities on the site in an A-Z.
    * use both the kid and celebrity video messages that can be played on
screens at zoos.
    * Create special attractive offers for a zoo/aquarium visit on WED, 5th June
World Environment Day 2010 – see this website.  Look in information/material
for images.
http://www.unep.org/wed/2010/english/images/infomaterials/wedlogoS.gif
or http://www.unep.org/wed/2010/english/infomaterials.asp

With best wishes,
Gerald Dick, Excutive Director,
Ulrike Fox, Marketing Manager and
Markus Gusset, Conservation Officer,
WAZA
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