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COMMON PALM CIVET

Mammalia
[Class of Mammals]

Carnivora
[Order of Carnivores)

Viverridae
[Family of Civets]

Paradoxurus 
hermaphroditus
[Common Palm Civet] 

Species described by 
Pallas in 1777

Common palm civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus (Pallas 
1777) has widespread distribution and reported to occur in 
South and Southeast Asia (Duckworth et al. 2016). In India, it 
is distributed across the country except in high Himalaya and 
some arid parts of western Indian states such as Gujarat and 
Rajasthan (Menon 2014) with highest recorded elevation up to 
2400m (above sea level) in northeastern India (Choudhury 2013). 
It inhabits the Terai of Himalayan foothills and sympatric with 
two species of its family, Small Indian civet Viverricula indica and 
large Indian civet Viverra zibetha. Common palm civet can live in 
a variety of habitats and mostly prefers primary and secondary 
evergreen and deciduous forest, swamp forest, mangroves, 

Camera trap photograph 
of Common palm civet 
with Red-billed blue 
magpie kill in Valmiki 
Tiger Reserve, 2013

Photographic record of Paradoxurus hermaphroditus 
predating on bird in Valmiki Tiger Reserve, Bihar

IUCN Red List:

Global — 
Least Concern 
(Duckworth et al. 
2016)
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plantation and 
human habitation 
(Duckworth 1997; 
Krishnakumar & 
Balakrishnan 2003; 
Chua et al. 2012; 
Wahyudi & Stuebing 
2014). Due to its 
wide distribution, 
large and stable 
population trend 
which are highly 

adaptable to human 
presence it is listed as Least Concern by IUCN (2016). Also, it is protected as Schedule II 
species in Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

Common palm civets are small (Menon 2014), solitary, nocturnal omnivore adapted 
for highly arboreal life. It spend most of its daytime in sleeping or resting in tree hollows 
(Rabinowitz 1991). The pelt of Common palm civets are short and are usually black to 
brownish grey with black-tipped hairs all over (Blanford 1888-91). Being an omnivore 
its diet largely comprised of fruits, vegetables (Blanford 1888-91) and sometimes small 
vertebrates such as mammals and birds as well as invertebrates such as lizards and 
insects (Spaan et al. 2014). It is an important seed disperser (Nakashima & Sukor 2010). 

The photograph captured during camera traps survey for tiger Panthera tigris in 
Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR) in 2012-2013. The VTR (901 km2, 27010’-27030’ N/83049’ 
-84010’ E) is located in the West Champaran District which is north west corner of Bihar 
state near Indo-Nepal border. The vegetation types is dominated by tropical moist 
deciduous forest interspersed with grassland and swampy habitat and falls within Siwalik 
range of Himalayan ecosystem. 
           On 17 March 2013 at 21:48hr, a Common Palm Civet along with a kill of bird has 
been photo captured in Gobardhana Range of VTR (27025’ 34.4” N, 84012’ 44.9” E), 
after keen observation of photograph the bird was identified as Red-billed blue magpie 
Urocissa erythroryncha. Red-billed blue magpie is purplish blue bird of Corvidea family 
with a prominent orange to reddish colour bill. Although it is already been established that 
Common palm civet occasionally consumes birds, our camera trap image of Common 
palm civet predating upon Red-billed blue magpie might be a first photographic record 

Habitat of Valmiki Tiger Reserve in the Himalayan Foothill (Photo by: 
Kamlesh K. Maurya
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from best of our knowledge and also supporting the findings on food habits of the species 
(Spaan et al. 2014). 

References

Blanford, W.T. (1888–1891). The fauna of British India. Mammalia. Taylor and Francis, London, U.K.
Choudhury, A. (2013). The mammals of North east India. Gibbon Books and the Rhino Foundation for Nature in NE India, 
Guwahati, Assam, India.
Chua, M.A.H., K.K.P. Lim & C.H.S. Low (2012). The diversity and status of the civets (Viverridae) of Singapore. Small 
Carnivore Conservation 47: 1–10. 
Duckworth, J.W. (1997). Small carnivores in Laos: a status review with notes on ecology, behaviour and conservation. 
Small Carnivore Conservation 16: 1–21.
Duckworth, J.W., R.J. Timmins, A. Choudhury, W. Chutipong, D.H.A. Willcox, D. Mudappa, H. Rahman, P. 
Widmann, A. Wilting & W. Xu (2016). Paradoxurus hermaphroditus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: 
e.T41693A45217835. http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.20161.RLTS.T41693A45217835.en 
IUCN (2016). IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2016-3. <www.iucnredlist.org>. Downloaded on 15 May 2017. 
Krishnakumar, H. & M. Balakrishnan (2003). Feeding ecology of the Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus 
(Pallas) in semi-urban habitats in Trivandrum, India. Small Carnivore Conservation 28: 10–11. 
Menon, V. (2014). Indian Mammals: A Field Guide. Hachette Book Publishing India Pvt. Ltd. Gurgaon, 528 pp. 
Nakashima, Y. & J.A. Sukor (2010). Importance of Common Palm Civets (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus) as a long-distance 
disperser for large-seeded plants in degraded forests. Tropics 18: 221–229. 
Rabinowitz, A.R. (1991). Behaviour and movements of sympatric civet species in Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Thailand. Journal of Zoology. London 223: 281–298. 
Spaan, D., M. Williams, Wirdateti, G. Semiadi & K.A.I. Nekaris (2014). Use of raised plastic water-pipes by Common 
Palm Civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus for habitat connectivity in an anthropogenic environment in West Java, Indonesia. 
Small Carnivore Conservation 51: 85–87.
Wahyudi, D. & R. Stuebing (2014). Camera trapping as a conservation tool in a mixed-use landscape in East Kalimantan. 
Journal of Indonesian Natural History 1(2): 37–46.

Kamlesh K. Maurya1, Shariq Shafi2 & Mudit Gupta3

1&3 WWF-India, 172 B, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi 110 003.
2WWF-India, Terai Arc Landscape Programme, Lakhimpur-Kheri 262701, Uttar Pradesh, India
Email: 2shariq4920.ss@gmail.com (Corresponding author)

Citation: Maurya, K.K., S. Shafi & M. Gupta (2017). Common Palm Civet: Photographic record of 
Paradoxurus hermaphroditus predating on bird in Valmiki Tiger Reserve, Bihar. Small Mammal Mail#412. In: 
Zoo’s Print 32(7): 20:22

Acknowledgment
Authors highly thankful to Mr. Ravi Singh, SG & CEO, WWF-India, Dr. Sejal Worah, Dr. Dipankar Ghose, Dr. Yash Magan 
Shehtia and Dr. A.K. Singh for providing organization’s resources. We would like to thank PCCF, CWLW, Field Director and 
Deputy Directors of Valmiki Tiger Reserve, Bihar for issuing the permission for conducting surveys. Thanks are also due to 
all those who directly or indirectly supported the study.




