Fawntastie Facts 2ges 10+

SURES STARS! !

Any guesses|on\what this is?/Anjalienifrom outersapce? or something from the oceanifloorAWell...it/isjthelunderside
(ventral side)'of/a starfish andithe semi-transparent{red structures are many:tube feetjwhich they/drawjin\whenjthey/are
out of water. (Photo by B. Ravichandran)

The Starfish lineage Be it the cosmos or our planet’s deep

Echinodermata oceans... stars have fascinated mankind

[Phylum of hedgehog skinned | gince time immemorial. The cosmos holds

animals]

a vast array of unknowns and the ocean
Asterozoa . . . .
[Sub phylum of star shaped is no different when it comes to keeping
echinoderms] secrets. In fact, the famous oceanographer
Asteroidea Paul Snelgrove said that, “We know more
[Class of star-shaped
radially symmetric marine about the surface of the moon and about
invertebrates]. There are
more than 1900 species of mars than we do about the deep sea floor,

starfishes belonging to 36

families and they are found despite the fact that we have yet to extract

in all the world’s oceans a gram of food, a breath of oxygen or a
including the southern ocean L
near Antarctic peninsula. drop of water from those bodies”.
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Ravichandran is seen here taking photographic record of the Protoreaster lincki, a starfish used in aquarium and curios trade. Inset: A
small brittle star found in a sponge, although mistakenly clubbed with starfishes, brittle stars dont belong to Asteroidea but to class of
their own called Ophiuroidea. And just like this sponge, brittle stars are also know to live on jellyfishes. (Photos by B.A. Daniel)

These super stars, unfortunately, are '

caught in nets as bycatch (the unwant‘fish '
and other marine creatures trapped by e
commercial fishing nets during fishing for L}
a different species). And they don’t seem
to have any superpowers to get out of h
problem but maybe we can act as sidekic w o thes
superstars. How? Well, the next time yo ' e

along the beach and you see a live starfish fj;; A __S i
a net, throw it back into the sea, because even one
individual can make a difference. In the long run,
one of you may come up with a novel system ti
avoid starfishes and other animals getting ¢

as bycatch.
Underside (ventral side) of a starfish, the pink lines along each
. ray/arm are the many tube feet, the pale centre is where the
Text by Priyanka lyer starfish’s mouth is located and from where it throws out it
priyanka@zooreach.org stomach to digest and ingest food.
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