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SHREWS!! Really
is that what your
husband studies??
UGH!!! and you go
with him to the field?

As | nod yes, they

roll their eyes and

look at me with

incredulity. The truth

is, the world of these

small mammals is so

fascinating that | can’t

imagine how anyone

could be scared of or

dislike these creatures at all.

In this article you will see this for
yourself and | hope you too will come to see
what superb animals they are.
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Fawntastie Facts ngee 1o+'

In 1911-12 a mammal survey of India was carried out by the Bombay Natural History
Society (under British rule). A Mr. Shortridge carried out extensive work in the Coorg
region, a district of approximately 4000km? in Karnataka in the Western Ghats. Ninety-five
years later, a survey of small mammals was carried out in the same region by Dr. Sanjay
Molur. The survey revealed some rodents, interesting behaviours and showed us just what
an important role they play in the circle of life. In this article | will show you four of our
favourites.
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One of our favourite animals is this Sahyadri Forest Rat Rattus satarae, he just decided

that he would pose for the camera. Although he looks just like a common rat this beautiful
creature is actually found in forest canopy, more importantly he loves to eat insects! He
seemed to be completely unafraid of us. Unlike the common rat, these rodents when
caught would not jump about frantically, but instead would stare up at us with this sort of
bewildered look as if to ask .. “and you are..???” A species, this is endemic to
the Western Ghats.
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NHigfirt Shrew,
Sens s

The first time we caught a shrew -, we were at a loss. For one, it looked so different from
the common Shrew. It was smaller, had an angular tail and was so much darker in colour.
These are feisty creatures with really sharp teeth and neither Sanjay nor | wanted to run

the risk of being bitten (the poor creature just wanted to be free). Like most mammals the

easiest way to handle animals like cats, dogs, etc is to catch them by the scruff of their
necks. That way they cannot harm you or themselves. We soon realized that we were
dealing with two different species of Shrews - the Nilgiri Montane Shrew and the more
common Grey Musk Shrew. These are great animals as they eat insects and are a farmer’s
friend.
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What we learnt is that these animals are
unfairly treated as pests. They are given
the generic title of rodent and called
vermin that cause damage to granaries
and food stocks. There are around 110
species of rodents and shrews in India
and about 30 species in the Western
Ghats. All rats and mice (not shrews) are
listed under Schedule V of the Wildlife
Protection Act of India which means that
they can be hunted and killed, however,
only about 18 of the 110 are considered
pests. If we study and understand

these little creatures we just might be Data Deficient: DD
able to save them and have a healthy
environment for us to live in too.
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