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Reptile populations are declining worldwide and
this is causing growing concern.  High levels of
population declines followed by the expansion of
red list are creating demand for effective strategies
to maximize conservation efforts for amphibians
and reptiles (Becker and Loyola, 2008).  Population
decline and population extinctions are a more
sensitive indicator of loss of biodiversity than
species extinctions due to the probable chance of
the entering the species in extinction statistics in
future, which are losing a considerable amount of
their population in current scenario (Ceballos and
Ehrlich 2002).

Snakes instill a deep-rooted fear in many people,
even though these shy creatures prefer to avoid
humans and most other animals larger than
themselves.  Of those snakes who share human
habitats, the vast majority are harmless.  Many of
the non-poisonous, harmless snakes are killed by
human out of the fear deep rooted.  Short nosed
Vine snakes Ahaetulla prasina (Shaw, 1802) is a
mildly venomous, yet docile species, commonly
found in forested and rural areas in throughout
south-east Asia and pacific islands.  It feeds on
vertebrates, including small nesting birds, lizards
and frogs.  The young are born alive, and are
brownish in color (Daniel, 2002; Whitaker and
Captain, 2004; Das 2002).

We have rescued a wounded Short nosed Vine
snakes (A. prasina) from south eastern side of
Assam university campus (24041.39’N 92044.57’E)
near the construction site of new buildings on 2nd

April 2009.  It was badly wounded at the
infralabials portion of head and primary treatment
was given at laboratory for animal biodiversity,
Department of Ecology and Environmental Science,
Assam University and was kept under observation
for one day.  It was a female individual and the
length was measured during observation which is
found to be 1.02 m.  After a careful observation and
subsequent treatment, it was released into the
eco-forest which is located inside the campus
covering an area of 150 acre.  The forest type in
this forest is represented by tropical semi-
evergreen forest (Dutta et al., 1998).

It is known that fauna of certain countries, having
rapid rates of human disturbances can be identified
as being most at risk.  Because resources for
conservation are limited, the scientific community
must provide managers with a solid basis for
establishing conservation priorities to minimize the
amphibian and reptile population declines and
consequently species threat (Becker and Loyola,
2008).  Along with this the conservation education
and awareness among the people towards snakes

and it’s ecological and cultural importance in
primordial Indian civilization is also inevitable.
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