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Snakes are an integral part of every natural

ecosystem in which they are found. THEY

FILLTHE IMPORTANT ROLE OF BEING
BOTH PREDATOR AND PREY AND ARE AN

INTEGRAL PART OF NATURE’S BALANCE.
Killing such a predator causes a spike in prey
population.

Most of the people associate snakes with
venomous bite but the danger of bite is usually
exaggerated. The truth is ONLY A SMALL
FRACTION OF SNAKE SPECIES PRODUCE
VENOMTO IMMOBILIZE PREY OR FOR
DEFENSE.

Snakes will not BITE HUMANS UNLESS
THEY FEEL THREATENED, so leaving them
alone is the best strategy for preventing a bite.

According to recent studies, SNAKEVENOM
CAN BE HELPFUL TO CURE SERIOUS
AND LIFE-THREATENING DISEASES
LIKE CANCER, DIABETES AND
HYPERTENSION.

THE ONLY RESPONSIBLE AND
POSSIBLE SOLUTION IS LEARNING
HOW TO LIVEWITHWILDLIFE SAFELY.
It is not possible to ensure we never encounter a
snake, so instead of killing wildlife, learn to identify
and respect these beneficial members of the
ecosystem.
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DO Keep the victim calm, restrict movement. Assure the victim
there is nothing to be afraid of and do not let him panic. Panic will
increase heart rate and lead to spread of venom.

D O Restrict the movement of the limb where the bite happened.
This will help slow the spread of the venom.

DO Rremove any jewellery around the area of the bite before
swelling begins.

DO Make the victim lie flat with bitten limb below the heart level.

DO Check the area of the bite for swelling and colour change. If it
changes, the snake was probably venomous.

DO Monitor the victim’s vital signs such as temperature, pulse, rate
of breathing and blood pressure if possible.

DO Rush to hospital and get anti-venom serum. ANTI-VENOM
SERUM ISTHE ONLY REMEDY FORVENOMOUS
SNAKES. Even if the bite isn’t poisonous, it may have a risk of
tetanus, a serial bacterial infection. The anti-venom serum is available
at most government hospitals and public health centres. Some private
hospitals also started keeping the serum and treat. Visit this link to
find out some of the hospitals that treat snakebites in India. http://
www.snakebiteinitiative.in/hospitals.html
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DO’

DO first aid (See
Pp. 3).

DO take note

of the snake’s
appearance if
possible. This will
help the doctor
identify what bit
(location will also
be a clue).

DO Note the time
the bite happened
so the doctor
knows how much
time has passed.

DO clean the
wound gently with
antiseptic. At the
same time the bite
site should not be
cleaned with any
solution to remove
the venom.

DO Keep the
contact information
of nearby poison
control centers
readily available.
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DONTS

DO NOT use ice or any other
cooling action on the bite.

DO NOT make cuts or incision
in the bite site.

DO NOT burn the wound.
DO NOT use electrical shock.

DO NOT give water, any drink,
food or medications. The victim

should not be allowed to exert

himself in any manner.

DO NOT try to capture or kill
the snake. It may bite again.

DO NOT try to suck out of the
venom with mouth. It doesn’t
worlk, it puts you at risk of getting
poison in the mouth. A suction
device should be applied over the
bite.

DO NOT use aspirin, ibuprofen,
or other painkillers that thin the
blood.

DO NOT use electric wires,
strings or tourniquet rubber.
Cutting blood flow to the bite area
can cause additional tissue damage.
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