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Largest record of Bibron’s Coral Snake
(Calliophis bibroni Jan, 1858) in 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, India

Road kill adult male 
Calliophis bibroni in 
Mudumalai Tiger Reseerve. 
© J. Dalson Mani.

The Bibron’s Coral Snake Calliophis bibroni 
Jan 1858 is a front-fanged venomous 
snake endemic to the Western Ghats of 
southern India (Smith 1943; Whitaker & 
Captain 2004). It is terrestrial in habit, 
inhabiting moist deciduous forests within 
an altitude range of 900–1000 m. The IUCN 
status of this species is Least Concern in 
view of its wide distribution and presumed 
large overall population (Srinivasulu et al. 
2011).

Boulenger (1896) described scale count 
of four specimens collected by Beddome. 
Later on Wall (1919) reported on young 
specimen of this species and mentioned 
it as a rare species. Smith (1943) stated 
that the distribution range was known from 

the Western Ghats as far north as Coorg. 
Gowrishankar and Ganesh (2009) reported 
that the range-extension of this species 
from Central Western Ghats. Recent new 
locality records from the Anamalai Hills and 
Agastiyar Hills have considerably extended 
the previously known range of this species 
(Deepak et al. 2010). Samson et al (2014) 
recorded the rediscovery of this species 
after 139 years from Mudumalai Tiger 
Reserve, South India. 

This note reports the largest specimen of 
Bibron’s Coral Snake recorded till date. 
On 16th September 2016, we found a 
road killed adult male snake in Kargudi 
at NH 67 in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve 
(11.5730N & 76.5610E) at an elevation of 
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Table 1. Morphologic and metric details of the current record and the previous largest record 
(Deepak et al. 2010) of Calliophis bibroni.

894 m. Its measurements and scale details 
are provided in Table 1. According to Smith 
(1943) and Whitaker & Captain (2004), the 
snake was identified as Bibron’s Coral 
Snake. 

A total of 21 specimens of the species have 
been recorded from the Western Ghats so 
far (Deepak et al. 2010). Among these, the 
largest specimen was recorded at 880cm 
by Deepak et al (2010) from Anamalai Tiger 
Reserve. The present record is relatively 
larger than the earlier record. 

Frequent records of the Bibron’s Coral 
snake from Mudumalai Tiger Reserve show 
a healthy population of the species in the 
area. More scientific study is needed to 
predict the ecology of this snake in the 
region.     

Variables Deepak et al. 2010 (Male) Present Specimen (Male)
Snout to vent length (mm) 782 815
Total Length (mm) 880 913
Ventrals 229 227
Subcaudals 37 37
Dark Body Bands 40 38
Dark Tail Bands 9 9
Sex Male Male
Colour Dark Purple Dark Purple

References 
Boulenger, G.A.(1896). Catalogue of the snake in the 
British Museum (Natural History).Volume III. Containing 
the Colubridae (Opisthoglyphae and Proteroglyphae), 
Amblycephalidae and Viperidae. British Museum (Natural 
History), London 727: 1-25
Srinivasulu, C., V. Deepak, G. Shankar, & B. Srinivasulu 
(2011). Calliophis bibroni. The IUCN Red List of 

A. Samson1 & J. Leona Princy2
1 Mammalogy and Forest Ecology Wing, 2 Herpetology and 
Tribal Medicine wing, Department of Zoology and Wildlife 
Biology, Government Arts College, Udhagamandalam, 
The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu-643 002, India. Emails: 
1kingvulture1786@gmail.com (Corresponding author)
2leonaprincymsc@gmail.com

Threatened Species 2011: e.T177549A7454847.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2011-1RLTS.
T177549A7454847.en. Downloaded on 12 August 2019.
Deepak, V., S. Harikrishnan, K. Vasudevan & E.N. Smith 
(2010). Redescription of Bibron’s coral snake, Calliophis 
bibroni Jan 1858 with notes and new records from south 
of the Palghat and Shencottah Gaps of the Western 
Ghats, India. Hamadryad 35(1): 1-10.
Samson. A., B. Ramakrishnan, S. Rathinakumar, S. 
Renuka, P. Santhosh Kumar & S. Karthick (2014). 
CALLIOPHIS BIBRONI (Bibroni Coral Snake): Rediscovery 
in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, South India. Herpetological 
Bulletin, 127 Pp: 35-36
Shanker, P.G. & S.R. Ganesh (2009). Sighting record 
and range extension of calliophis (=Callophis) bibroni, 
Jan 1858 (Reptilia, Squamata, Serpents, Elapidae) 
Herpetological Bulletin 108: 10-13 
Smith, M.A. (1943). Fauna of British India, including 
Ceylon and Burma, Vol. III Serpentes. London: Taylor & 
Francis Limited, 583 pp.
Wall, F. (1919). Notes on a collection of snake made in the 
Nilgiri Hills and the adjacent Waynaad. Journal of Bombay 
Natural History Society 20: 552-584
Whitaker, R. & A. Captain (2004). Snakes of India – The 
Field Guide.Chengalpet: DracoBooks, 481 pp.

Citation: Samson, A. & J.L. Princy (2019). Largest 
record of Bibron’s Coral Snake (Calliophis bibroni 
Jan, 1858) in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, India. 
Reptile Rap #195, In: Zoo’s Print 34(8): 10–11.




