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Phrynus whitei (Gervais, 1842) from the
type locality Burdwan is actually Charinus
bengalensis (Gravely, 1911)

7 i

Charinus bengalensis sighted in Ramnabagan WS, Burdwan, West Bengal, India (© Ayan Mondal).

Amblypygi (‘ambly’ means ‘blunt’ and ‘pygi’ 1915), i.e., S. cochinensis bispinosus (Nair,

means ‘rump’-denoting the absence of 1934), and S. cochinensis cochinensis
a tail) comprises one of the least diverse (Gravely, 1915). The family Phrynichidae
groups of Arachnida. According to the (Simon, 1892) includes Phrynichus

andhraensis (Bastawade et al., 2005),
Phrynichus nigrimanus (C.L. Koch, 1847)
and Phrynichus phipsoni (Pocock, 1894).
Phrynus whitei (Gervais, 1842) is not listed
as an Indian species in the catalogue
(Harvey 2003, 2013) though its type locality
was mentioned as Burdwan, India originally.

catalogues of Amblypygi (Harvey 2003,
2013), there are six species classified
under two families which are present in
India. The family Charinidae (Quintero
1986) comprises three species, Charinus
bengalensis (Gravely, 1911), Sarax
cochinensis (Gravely, 1915) and Sarax
sarawakensis (Thorell, 1888) and two Rigorous opportunistic surveys were
subspecies of S. cochinensis (Gravely, carried out in Burdwan (23.2324°N &
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Burdwan town in Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal, India.

87.8615°E), to study the
lesser known arachnid
diversity. We found some
Amblypygi specimens
from Ramnabagan Wildlife
Sanctuary, Burdwan on 23rd
January 2018. During the
eight surveys conducted
over a period of two years,
we were able to find only
one morphospecies.

Phrynus whitei was
described from material

Zo0’s Print

collected by Maj. Gen.
Thomas Hardwicke
(Hardwicke 1756, 1835)
with locality label mentioned
as Burdwan. However, its
present distribution is in
Texas, California (Pocock
1894, 1902), Nicaragua
(Kraepelin 1895, 1899),
Mexico, Honduras, El
Salvador, Costa Rica and
Guatemala (Quintero 1981),
restricted to the New World.
Pocock mentioned that only
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one specimen was available
in the British Museum of
Natural History (BMNH)
from which P. whitei was
described. He also stated
the collection locality of the
holotype was erroneously
labelled “Burdwan,

India”. To verify this, we
examined our specimen
and compared it with the
descriptions of P whitei
provided by various authors
(Gervais 1842; Pocock
1894, 1902; Kraepelin 1895,
1899; Quintero 1981). After
careful examination we
found that our specimen
did not bear characters of
the genus Phrynus, i.e.,

3rd dorsal spine shorter
than 2nd and 4th (Harvey
2002) but that of the genus
Charinus, characterized

by the dorsal spine length
arranged in descending
order from 1st to the last
(Weygoldt 2000). The only
Charinus species found

in West Bengal, India is

C. bengalensis (Gravely
1911). Our specimen
matched impeccably

with the descriptions by
Gravely (1911) and other
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subsequent literature (Gravely 1915;
Quintero 1986). We therefore conclude that
the type specimen of P whitei as previously
mentioned by Pocock is “erroneously
ticketed”. All the specimens collected from
Burdwan, West Bengal are in fact, Charinus
bengalensis.

References

Bastawade, D.B., K.T. Rao, S.M.M. Javed & I.S.R.
Krishna (2005). A new species of whip-spider
(Phrynichidae: Amblypygi) from Andhra Pradesh,

India. Zoos’ Print Journal 20(12): 2091-2093. https://
dx.doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZPJ.1361.2091-3

Gervais, M.P. (1842). Sur le genre Phrynus et Solpuga.
Bulletin of Philomatic Society 5: 19-22.

Gravely, F.H. (1911). Notes on Pedipalpi in the collection
of the Indian Museum. Records of the Indian Museum 6:
33-36.

Gravely, F.H. (1915). A revision of the Oriental subfamilies
of Tarantulidae (order Pedipalpi). Records of the Indian
Museum 11: 433-455.

Harvey, M.S. (2002). The first old world species of
Phrynidae (Amblypygi): Phrynus exsul from Indonesia. The
Journal of Arachnology 30(3): 470-474.

Harvey, M.S. (2003). Catalogue of the smaller arachnid
orders of the world: Amblypygi, Uropygi, Schizomida,
Palpigradi, Ricinulei and Solifugae. CSIRO publishing,
1-58pp.

Harvey, M.S. (2013). Whip spiders of the World, version
1.0. Western Australian Museum, Perth. Internet: http://
museum.wa.gov.au/catalogues-beta/whip-spiders.
Accessed on 24 October 2019.

Kraepelin, K. (1895). Revision der Tarantuliden Fabr.
(Phryniden Latr.). Abhandlungen und Verhandlungen des
Naturwissenschaftlichen Vereins in Hamburg 13: 1-53.
Kraepelin, K. (1899). Scorpiones und Pedipalpi. Das
Tierreich, Dahl F (ed) Friedlander und Sohn Verlag, Berlin,
265pp.

Pocock, R.l. (1894). Notes on the Pedipalpi of the family
Tarantulidae contained in the collection of the British
Museum. Annals and Magazine of Natural History 14(6):
273-298.

Pocock, R.l. (1902). Biologia Centrali-Americana:
Arachnida, Scorpiones, Pedipalpi, and Solifugae. Taylor
and Francis, London, 12pp.

Quintero, D. (1981). The amblypygid genus Phrynus

in the Americas (Amblypygi, Phrynidae). Journal of
Arachnology 9: 117-166.

una nueva familia y unnuevo género con tres nuevas
especies (Arachnida: Amblypygi). In: Proceedings of the
Ninth International Congress of Arachnology, Panama
1983. Ebehard, W.G., Lubin, Y.D. & Robinson, B.C. (eds),
Smithsonian Institution Press, Panama, 203-212pp.
Weygoldt, P. (2000). Whip spiders (Chelicerata,
Amblypygi). Apollo Books, 1-164pp.

Acknowledgements: We are thankful to Atul Vartak
and Zeeshan Mirza for important inputs regarding
arachnid fauna. AM acknowledges Dr. Sudipto Mandal
of Department of Environmental Science, The University
of Burdwan and the director of public instruction,
Department of Higher Education, Government of West
Bengal for their kind cooperation. MB acknowledges
Prof. Sanjib Ray, Department of Zoology, The University
of Burdwan for granting permission to conduct the field
work.

Ayan Mondal', Debomay Chanda?,

Swapnanil Patra® & Manabendu Barman*
'Ecology and Environmental Modelling Laboratory,
Department of Environmental Science, The University of
Burdwan, Burdwan, West Bengal 713104, India.
'Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, G.G.D.C,
Sialsai, Srirampur, Mohanpur, West Bengal 721436, India.
2235, Debnagar, Jalpaiguri, West Bengal 735101, India.
3NRS Medical College and Hospital, 138, Acharya
Jagadish Chandra Bose Rd, Sealdah, Raja Bazar, Kolkata,
West Bengal 700014, India.

“Department of Zoology, The University of Burdwan,
Burdwan, West Bengal 713104, India.

Emails: 'mondalayan.zoo@gmail.com, 2dchandal47@
gmail.com, *swapnanilpatra3@gmail.com, “manabcrm71@
gmail.com (corresponding author)

Citation: Mondal, A., D. Chanda, S. Patra & M.
Barman (2020). Phrynus whitei (Gervais, 1842)
from the type locality Burdwan is actually Charinus
bengalensis (Gravely, 1911). Bugs R All #187, In:
Z00’s Print 35(7): 01-08.

Bugs R All is a newsletter of the Invertebrate
Conservation and Information Network of South Asia (ICINSA)
edited by B.A. Daniel, published with the financial support of
Zoological Society of London.
For communication, Email: daniel@zooreach.org

QFa ZSL

Quintero, D.J. (1986). Revision de la clasificacion de b \ L .
amblypygidos pulvinados: Creaciones de subodrdenes, ICINSA momm&gﬁgﬁ FOR WILDUIFE
Z00’s Print Vol. 35| No. 7 3


mailto:mondalayan.zoo@gmail.com
mailto:dchanda147@gmail.com
mailto:dchanda147@gmail.com
mailto:swapnanilpatra3@gmail.com
mailto:manabcrm71@gmail.com
mailto:manabcrm71@gmail.com

