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BAT POSTERS
Freelance Project May 2020

In the wake of COVID-19, Bats are 
being blamed and punished for 
no fault of theirs. COVID-19 did not 
come from bats directly and killing 
bats will not save anyone from 
the disease. It will only disturb the 
ecological balance and give rise to 
more such animal-borne diseases. 
Bats play a crucial role in the 
ecosystem and should be protected, 
not killed. I conceptualized, 
illustrated and designed this poster 
to help curb rumours about bats 
and hence protect them from being 
killed.

Bebo, a fruit bat offers clarifications 
on behalf of her kin. Please feel free 
to download the poster below in 
your language and help spread the 
word and protect this fascinating 
species.

Concept, content, illustration & design: Richa Kedia

Technical Inputs: Rohit Chakravarty

Hindi Translation: N.K.Kedia

Bengali Translation: Kasturi Saha

Marathi Translation: Raju Kasambe & Pranav Pandit

Telugu: Pranav Tamarapalli

Urdu: Asif Mubeen

French: Emilie Van der Broeck

Nicobar Flying Fox Pteropus faunulus by Arnab Roy 
from picture by Bandana Aul.
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Media coverages and/or mentions of the Press Release 
on Bats and COVID-19

1. MongabayIndia 
Bats not the enemy in the fight against COVID-19
India's environmental science and conservation news
https://india.mongabay.com/2020/04/bats-not-the-enemy-in-the-fight-
-against-covid-19/
 
2. Freepressjournal India
Scientists explain why it's wrong to vilify and stigmatise bats for 
coronavirus
https://www.freepressjournal.in/science/scientists-explain-why-its-wrong-to-
-vilify-and-stigmatise-bats-for-coronavirus
 
3. ThePrintIndia 
Don’t demonise bats, we need them: Researchers explain why 'mass 
hysteria' is uncalled for
https://theprint.in/science/dont-demonise-bats-we-need-them-researchers-
-explain-why-massThe

4. TheMeghalaya Guardian 25-04-20

https://india.mongabay.com/2020/04/bats-not-the-enemy-in-the-fight-against-covid-19/
https://india.mongabay.com/2020/04/bats-not-the-enemy-in-the-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.freepressjournal.in/science/scientists-explain-why-its-wrong-to-vilify-and-stigmatise-ba
https://www.freepressjournal.in/science/scientists-explain-why-its-wrong-to-vilify-and-stigmatise-ba
https://theprint.in/science/dont-demonise-bats-we-need-them-researchers-explain-why-massThe
https://theprint.in/science/dont-demonise-bats-we-need-them-researchers-explain-why-massThe
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5. Times of India, Mumbai 25-04-20
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6. The Shillong Times, Dr. Uttam Saikia, Zoological Survey of India, 
Shillong, India

7. Sanctuary Nature Foundation
https://www.sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/newsroom/myths-on-bats-and-
-covid-19
 
8. The Hindu online- 26-04-20
Stop villainising bats, say scientists and conservationists
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/stop-villainising-
-bats-say-scientists-and-conservationists/article31429962.ece 

https://www.sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/newsroom/myths-on-bats-and-covid-19
https://www.sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/newsroom/myths-on-bats-and-covid-19
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/stop-villainising-bats-say-scientists-and-c
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/stop-villainising-bats-say-scientists-and-c
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9. The Hindu offline- 26-04-20
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===Bengali===
10. The wall
https://www.thewall.in/news-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/
 
11. The Times of India Bangalore online 27-04-2020.
Don’t villainize bats: Researchers bust Covid-19 myths | India News - 
Times of India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/dont-villainize-bats-researchers-
bust-covid-19-myths/articleshow/75390401.cms 

12. The Times of India, Bangalore offline 27-04-2020.

https://www.thewall.in/news-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/dont-villainize-bats-researchers-bust-covid-19-myths/artic
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/dont-villainize-bats-researchers-bust-covid-19-myths/artic
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===Tamil===
13. Polimer News: Tamil Nadu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmCmLvo_dV4&feature=youtu.be
 
14. The News Minute for this detailed coverage.
COVID-19: Scientists, conservationists urge public not to destroy bat 
habitats
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/covid-19-scientists-conservationists-
urge-public-not-destroy-bat-habitats-123441

===Bengali===
15. 2 Bengali dailies "Uttarer Saradin" & "Anondobajar Patrika" 28-04-20

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmCmLvo_dV4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/covid-19-scientists-conservationists-urge-public-not-destroy-b
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/covid-19-scientists-conservationists-urge-public-not-destroy-b
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===Assamese===
16. 28-04-20

Page 2 ctd
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===Bengali===
17. Translated headline: COVID-19: The draculisation of the bats vs the 
real truth (29-04-20) 
https://4numberplatform.com/?p=18642
 
===Tamil===
18. Tamil daily "Dinamalar" on 25-04-20. 
Bats are not to blame for coronavirus
https://www.dinamalar.com/news_detail.asp?id=2527735
 
===Kannada===
19. "Prajavani"
https://www.prajavani.net/stories/stateregional/bat-protection-723166.html
 
20. Conservation India (29-04-20). P
Stop Villainizing Bats: Scientists and Conservationists Bust Myths About 
Bats and COVID-19
https://www.conservationindia.org/articles/stop-villainizing-bats-scientists-
-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19
 
21. TheHindustan Times
Bats cannot directly infect humans with Covid-19: Scientists
https://m.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bats-cannot-directly-infect-
humans-with-covid-19-scientists/story-uuEwHKcI0x266H1fxawFbN.html
 
22. Arunachal times 25-04-20.
https://arunachaltimes.in/index.php/2020/04/25/stop-villainizing-bats-
-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/
 
23. ANN_Newsable on 28-04-20. 
South Asian scientists and conservationists bust myths about bats and 
COVID-19
https://newsable.asianetnews.com/world/south-asian-scientists-and-
conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19-q9ht45

===Tamil===
24. SamayamTamil 26-04-20. 
https://tamil.samayam.com/latest-news/international-news/stop-villainising-
-bats-say-scientists-and-conservationists/articleshow/75387182.cms

https://4numberplatform.com/?p=18642
https://www.dinamalar.com/news_detail.asp?id=2527735
https://www.prajavani.net/stories/stateregional/bat-protection-723166.html
https://www.conservationindia.org/articles/stop-villainizing-bats-scientists-and-conservationists-bu
https://www.conservationindia.org/articles/stop-villainizing-bats-scientists-and-conservationists-bu
https://m.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bats-cannot-directly-infect-humans-with-covid-19-scientists/
https://m.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bats-cannot-directly-infect-humans-with-covid-19-scientists/
https://arunachaltimes.in/index.php/2020/04/25/stop-villainizing-bats-scientists-and-conservationist
https://arunachaltimes.in/index.php/2020/04/25/stop-villainizing-bats-scientists-and-conservationist
https://newsable.asianetnews.com/world/south-asian-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-
https://newsable.asianetnews.com/world/south-asian-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-
https://tamil.samayam.com/latest-news/international-news/stop-villainising-bats-say-scientists-and-c
https://tamil.samayam.com/latest-news/international-news/stop-villainising-bats-say-scientists-and-c
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25. Times of India Jaipur offline 27-04-20.

26. Times of India Jaipur  online 28-04-20
Scientists bust myths about bats and Covid-19 | Jaipur News - Times of 
India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/scientists-bust-myths-about-
-bats-and-covid-19/articleshow/75396882.cms

===Bengali===
28. Bengali daily "Ei Samay" 01-05-20

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/scientists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/articl
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/scientists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/articl
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29. Scroll.in
Covid-19: Misinformed Indians are on a ‘witch hunt’ to get rid of bats
https://scroll.in/article/960269/covid-19-misinformed-indians-are-on-a-witch-
hunt-to-get-rid-of-bats
 
30. Wildlife Conservation Trust
South Asian Scientists and Conservationists Bust Myths About Bats and 
COVID-19 - Wildlife Conservation Trust
https://www.wildlifeconservationtrust.org/busting-myths-about-bats-and-
-covid-19/
 
31. Deccan Herald
Coronavirus: Scientists go to bat for bats
https://www.deccanherald.com/city/coronavirus-scientists-go-to-bat-for-
-bats-832193.html

32. A blogpost named “under the banyan”
The coronavirus backlash against bats is a bad idea
https://underthebanyan.blog/2020/05/05/the-coronavirus-backlash-against-
-bats-is-a-bad-idea/ 

===Hindi===
33. Rajasthan Patrika 06-05-20 

https://scroll.in/article/960269/covid-19-misinformed-indians-are-on-a-witch-hunt-to-get-rid-of-bats
https://scroll.in/article/960269/covid-19-misinformed-indians-are-on-a-witch-hunt-to-get-rid-of-bats
https://www.wildlifeconservationtrust.org/busting-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/
https://www.wildlifeconservationtrust.org/busting-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/
https://www.deccanherald.com/city/coronavirus-scientists-go-to-bat-for-bats-832193.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/city/coronavirus-scientists-go-to-bat-for-bats-832193.html
https://underthebanyan.blog/2020/05/05/the-coronavirus-backlash-against-bats-is-a-bad-idea/ 
https://underthebanyan.blog/2020/05/05/the-coronavirus-backlash-against-bats-is-a-bad-idea/ 
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===Kannada===
34. Prajavani Article-Kalburgi Edition on Apr 19, 2020

35. Prajavani Article-Mysore Edition on Apr 19, 2020
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36. Udayavani Bangalore edition - April 30, 2020

37. Vijaya Karnataka April 19, 2020
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===Hindi===
38. Live Hindustan website
https://www.livehindustan.com/international/story-bats-cannot-infect-
-humans-with-corona-says-scientists-3174269.html 

https://www.livehindustan.com/international/story-bats-cannot-infect-humans-with-corona-says-scienti
https://www.livehindustan.com/international/story-bats-cannot-infect-humans-with-corona-says-scienti
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===Assamese===
39. Article by Dr. Uttam Saikia, Zoological Survey of India - 08-05-20
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===Tamil===
40. Vikatan on 08-05-20
https://www.vikatan.com/social-affairs/environment/why-we-cant-blame-
-bats-to-this-coronavirus-outbreak?artfrm=v4

41. https://depak.org/2020/04/27/south-asian-scientists-
-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19-date-of-
release-24-04-2020/

42. Interview from the India TV - 09-05-20
https://www.indiatvnews.com/science/exclusive-interview-the-exact-
-origin-of-coronavirus-pandemic-remains-fuzzy-but-unlikely-it-s-lab-
-engineered-615659

===Bengali===
43. Sangbad Pratidin on 11-05-20
https://epaper.sangbadpratidin.in/epaper/m/441193/5eb8abcbb92db 

https://www.vikatan.com/social-affairs/environment/why-we-cant-blame-bats-to-this-coronavirus-outbre
https://www.vikatan.com/social-affairs/environment/why-we-cant-blame-bats-to-this-coronavirus-outbre
https://depak.org/2020/04/27/south-asian-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-c
https://depak.org/2020/04/27/south-asian-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-c
https://depak.org/2020/04/27/south-asian-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-c
https://www.indiatvnews.com/science/exclusive-interview-the-exact-origin-of-coronavirus-pandemic-rem
https://www.indiatvnews.com/science/exclusive-interview-the-exact-origin-of-coronavirus-pandemic-rem
https://www.indiatvnews.com/science/exclusive-interview-the-exact-origin-of-coronavirus-pandemic-rem
https://epaper.sangbadpratidin.in/epaper/m/441193/5eb8abcbb92db  
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44. The Hindu (online) - 12-05-20
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/amid-covid-19-
lets-not-forget-how-bats-help-our-environment/article31566072.ece/amp/

45. The Hindu (online) - 29-05-20
https://www.thehindu.com/society/get-bats-out-of-hell-bats-are-one-of-the-
-most-misunderstood-mammals/article31702110.ece

46. The Shillong Times  (online) - 25-04-20
http://theshillongtimes.com/2020/04/25/researchers-bust-myths-on-bats-
-link-with-covid-19/ 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/amid-covid-19-lets-not-forget-how-bats-help
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/amid-covid-19-lets-not-forget-how-bats-help
https://www.thehindu.com/society/get-bats-out-of-hell-bats-are-one-of-the-most-misunderstood-mammals
https://www.thehindu.com/society/get-bats-out-of-hell-bats-are-one-of-the-most-misunderstood-mammals
http://theshillongtimes.com/2020/04/25/researchers-bust-myths-on-bats-link-with-covid-19/ 
http://theshillongtimes.com/2020/04/25/researchers-bust-myths-on-bats-link-with-covid-19/ 
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Batts and Covid 19 - facts vs. myths

Coronavirus Source: Truth about Bats | Dhruv Rathee

Just like amongst humans 
themselves, animals too are 
subjected to judgements based 
on visual appearances, popular 
culture and superstitious beliefs.

Whereas the tame domestic 
dog is easily relatable and the 
charismatic elephant or tiger 
makes for a sight to behold, other 
creatures with critical ecological 
roles either skip our attention or are 
conveniently ignored.

I teamed up with ace scientist 
Rohit Chakravarty aka @
paintedbat to tell the story of one 

Till now, there is still no clear source 
of COVID-19 infection cause 
from coronavirus SARS-COV-2 
but experts think it most likely did 
originate from bats. Because 
of this, all across the world, we 
are seeing cases where Bats are 
being harassed, blamed and 
exterminated out of fear that they 
can cause the infection. In this 
video, I interview a Chiropterologist 
- Rohit Chakravarty (a person 
who is researching specially on 
Bats) to clear all doubts regarding 
bats. Answering questions like Can 

of them through this really simple 
video.

It is perhaps been the most vilified 
and feared through the ages, as 
it silently glides across the sky and 
helps us in ways most aren’t aware 
of - Bats.

Their persecution has been 
furthered by the Covid-19 
pandemic and i therefore urge 
you to watch this as many times, 
and share it as widely as possible.

#covid19 #bats #batsofinstagram
Video: https://vimeo.com/416618851

Bats spread Coronavirus? Do you 
have to be scared of them? How 
dangerous are they? 

Support my work and join as a 
member to get exclusive stuff:
1. On Patreon: https://www.
patreon.com/dhruvrathee
2. On Youtube: https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UC-CS...

Video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gwFWB7gM7-U

https://vimeo.com/416618851
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFWB7gM7-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFWB7gM7-U
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Concept
Rajesh Puttaswamaiah (Bat Conservation India Trust, Bengaluru); Dr. Seshadri K S (Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru); 

Rohit Chakravarty (Leibniz Institute for Zoo & Wildlife Research, Germany); 
Baheerathan Murugavel (IISER, Thiruvananthapuram)

Illustration
Dhanush Shetty
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Podcast
NL Interview with Rohit Chakravarty: Don’t blame bats 
for the pandemic
A Phd student who spends his time making sense of bats and how they live, Rohit 
clears some misconceptions on the much maligned mammal. 
By NL Team

The world’s gotten a little 

more interested in bats 

over the past one month 

or so. Mostly, since the 

novel coronavirus hit 

global headlines — a 

virus that has, let’s just 

say, humbled the human. 

We can say with some 

certainty that bats are 

the natural reservoir of 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 

caused the COVID-19 

pandemic. But an 

intermediate host was 

needed for it to jump 

from bats to humans. This 

host is speculated to be a 

pangolin.

A Vox explainer succinctly 

explained how these 

three actors — bats, 

pangolins and humans 

— could have come 

together at a Wuhan 

wet market to cause an 

outbreak.

Watch it, it’s quite 

informative. https://youtu.
be/TPpoJGYlW54

Given the focus on bats 

as hosts of coronavirus, 

there’s been much 

discussion around 

and malligning of the 

mammal: “they are dirty”, 

“useless”, “we should cull 

them out”, and, of course, 

“why do people eat 

them!! That’s not normal!!”

In this podcast, Manisha 

Pande brings on board 

Rohit Chakravarty to 

discuss some of these 

questions. Rohit is a 

PhD student at the 

https://youtu.be/TPpoJGYlW54
https://youtu.be/TPpoJGYlW54
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Leibniz Institute for Zoo 

and Wildlife Research 

in Berlin, Germany. 

He studies bats in the 

Himalayas of Uttarakhand, 

investigating how their 

diversity changes across 

elevations, what they eat 

and generally, how they 

get by in their lives in the 

mountains. He has also 

worked on bats in the 

Andaman Islands and has 

co-authored the book, 

The Naturalist’s Guide to 

the Mammals of India.

Rohit explains that bats 

have a special immunity 

that makes them resilient 

even as they host viruses 

that can be deadly for 

other animals, especially 

humans. So, do we need 

to fear them? Not really. 

He says: “Bats have 

been living all around us 

for centuries…they live 

close to you but they 

know how to mind their 

own business.” The novel 

coronavirus outbreak has 

occurred for reasons that 

are more manmade than 

naturally occuring, he 

says.

Which means eating 

bats, right? Nope again. 

Rohit says that humans 

have traditionally hunted 

and eaten bats for long, 

especially forest dwellers. 

The problem is the scale 

at which it’s being done 

today. “Almost every 

forest dwelling community 

that I know of, has a bat 

hunting tradition and 

these are particularly 

common in Nagaland or 

even in Northern Orissa, 

Chattisgarh, in West 

Bengal as well. Then 

further down south in Tamil 

Nadu and Kerala. A lot 

of tribes do eat even in 

the Andaman Islands,” he 

says.

Finally, we get to why bats 

are important to the larger 

scheme of things. Did you 

know that there would be 

no tequila in the world if it 

weren’t for bats?

Listen on and find out 

why.
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Videos & Talks:

Corona bats in Bengaluru?
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzhCXrGTTBo

ಬಾವಲಿಗಳು ನಿಜಕ್ಕೂ ಅಷ್ಟೊಂದು ಅಪಾಯಕಾರಿನಾ..? | Are Bats Dangerous To 
Humans?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MDEI3zqh7g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzhCXrGTTBo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MDEI3zqh7g
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All You Need To Know About Bats
https://www.natureinfocus.in/nature-and-wildlife-conservation/all-you-need-to-know-about-bats

ನಿಮ್ಮ ಮನೆ ಸುತ್ತ ಬಾವಲಿ ಇದ್ರೆ ಹೆದರಬೇಕಾ..?| Relationships between Bat and 
Corona
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mooIBGCuok

https://www.natureinfocus.in/nature-and-wildlife-conservation/all-you-need-to-know-about-bats
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mooIBGCuok
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Bahar Dutt in conversation with scientists who are batty about bats | #EarthTalks | 
#COVID19 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNPYx1vHcU8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3TPu79hZI3Sm29

Shc6BmbDRz_s7Kkzx_44Epazk1ea5uCsvFZokhU_mOY

 

Bat segment on News9 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQZ4fmqFJf4&feature=youtu.

be&fbclid=IwAR3rxqezhVbGLDyiBMpxMHbVKNyFCTgB29eCDbClGMLapC8NX6nsA9biXvM
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“Elephants, Bats and Covid-19” by Friends of Elephants initiative with Wildlife Trust of 
India
https://www.facebook.com/FoElephants/videos/3449227111773413/ 

A DIVE IN TO THE WORLD OF BATS by Kottayam Nature Society
https://www.facebook.com/104882907875999/videos/285708292441484/
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Bats are our friends from IISER Pune’s Biology Department
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sb3WSBPgHbM&fbclid=IwAR1nsTyC3dDGzSltIIX_

K4ucA1M56urg_z8rTrRp7fGbmav1hyL9ygeNWtg

 


