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BAT POSTERS
Freelance Project May 2020

In the wake of COVID-19, Bats are
being blamed and punished for

no fault of theirs. COVID-19 did not
come from bats directly and killing
bats will not save anyone from

the disease. It will only disturb the
ecological balance and give rise to
more such animal-borne diseases.
Bats play a crucial role in the
ecosystem and should be protected,
not killed. | conceptualized,
illustrated and designed this poster
to help curb rumours about bats
and hence protect them from being
killed.

Bebo, a fruit bat offers clarifications
on behalf of her kin. Please feel free
to download the poster below in
your language and help spread the
word and protect this fascinating

species. Nicobar Flying Fox Pteropus faunulus by Arnab Roy
from picture by Bandana Aul.

Concept, content, illustration & design: Richa Kedia
Technical Inputs: Rohit Chakravarty

Hindi Translation: N.K.Kedia

Bengali Translation: Kasturi Saha

Marathi Translation: Raju Kasambe & Pranav Pandit
Telugu: Pranav Tamarapalli

Urdu: Asif Mubeen

French: Emilie Van der Broeck
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clear our name!

BRIEF ABOUT ME

* | am not a bird. | am the only mammal that can fly.

the dark and detect my prey.

| AM A HERO, NOT A MONSTER

We eat fruit, nectar or insects, hence act as
pollinators, seed dispersers and/ or pest controllers.

- Some of my insect-
eating relatives can have
~1000 mosquitoes in a
night, thus, protecting
you from mosquito-
borne diseases.

MY SUPER IMMUNITY

Hey! | am Bebo, a Fruit Bat!

| have been hearing some rumours
regarding bats, so | am here to

* | am a slow breeder and produce only about 2 offsprings/ year.

20% 1411 128

mammals are  pat species  bat species
bats worldwide in India
N A ﬁ'l '{J
-

*  Stop using the phrase “blind as a bat” ‘coz | can see quite clearly, | also use echolocation to navigate in

* | believe in non-violence and don’t attack humans.

*  If | do bite you in self defence, get rabies shots as a precautionary measure as you'd do for a dog bite.

MY SUPER POOP (GUANO)

* My poop is one of the ;
best organic fertilizers.
* Several organisms
in ecosystems with
no light source like
heritage sites and caves, g
completely depend on
my poop for survival.

* My poop lying around doesn’t cause any serious illness but
on direct contact can cause infections, so while touching it
please wear masks and gloves, as you'd do while handling
any other poop.That’s basic hygiene, my friend!

/4

* | have super-immunity so many viruses live inside me but don't make me sick,

+ | generally keep these viruses to myself but humans destroy my habitat and | come in contact with them.

Don't bother me and | won't either!

« The new coronavirus is related to some viruses that live inside me, but did not come directly from me!

* | hear that scientists are studying my super-immunity to try and replicate it in humans!

Killing me will not help you deal with
COVID-19 or related diseases, it will only
disturb the ecological balance and give rise to
more animal-borne diseases. Alive, I'll help you
make this planet great again!

aR

Instead of bothering us, protect yourself from COVID | 9 by following the guidelines on: www.whoint

Zoo’s Print

Batman is a fictional character based on my
A superpowers but | am the real deal!

Hipno:
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Technical Inputs by Rohit Chakravarty, a bat researcher

Concept & design by Richa Kedia wwwi.richakedia.com



Histoires de chauves-souris
20% 1411

Heé ! Je suis Bebo, une chauve-souris Des mammiféres sont  Espéces de chauves-
el des chauves-souris souris a travers le
ue i monde

J'ai entendu des rumeurs liant les
chauves-souris au COVID-19, alors
je suis ici pour laver notre nom !

INFORMATIONS A MON SUJET

* Je ne suis pas un oiseau, je suis le seul mammiféere qui peut voler.

* Je suis un éleveur lent et je ne produis qu'environ 2 descendants par an.

« Cessez d'utiliser I'expression “aveugle comme une chauve-souris” car je vois trés bien, j'utilise aussi
I'écholocation pour naviguer dans le noir et détecter ma proie.

+ Je crois en la non-violence et je n'attaque pas les humains.

« Si je vous mords en légitime défense, faites-vous vacciner contre la rage par mesure de précaution,
comme vous le feriez pour une morsure de chien.

JE SUIS UN HEROS, PAS UN MONSTRE ~ MON SUPER CACA [GUANO)

X . Mon caca est I'un des
Nous mangeons des fruits, du nectar ou des insectes, ; -
2 TR meilleurs engrais.
et nous agissons donc comme des pollinisateurs,

des disperseurs de graines et/ou des controleurs de : P!llxsmurs ‘habitants
parasites d'écosystémes sans

source de lumiére, comme
les grottes, dépendent
entierement de mon caca
pour survivre!

Certaines de mes
cousines insectivores
peuvent manger ~ 000
moustiques en une nuit,

French Translation: EmilieVan der Broeck

Mon caca qui traine ne provoque pas de maladie grave,
ce qui vous protage des mais si on le touche, il peut provoquer des infections.
maladies transmises par Alors si vous le touchez, portez un masque et des gants,
les moustiques comme vous le feriez si vous manipuliez n'importe quel
; autre caca. C'est I'hygiéne de base, mon ami!

MA SUPER-IMMUNITE ¥

* J'ai une super-immunité. De nombreux virus vivent en moi mais ne me rendent pas malade.

T —

« Nous gardons généralement ces virus pour nous, mais les humains détruisent notre habitat et nous entrons en g
contact avec eux. Ne me dérangez pas et je ne le ferai pas non plus !

* Le nouveau coronavirus est lié  certains virus qui vivent en moi, mais qui ne viennent pas directement de moi!
+ J'ai entendu dire que des scientifiques étudient ma super-immunité pour essayer de la reproduire chez 'homme!

Me tuer ne vous aidera pas a faire face au
COVID-19 ou aux maladies connexes, cela ne
fera que perturber I'équilibre écologique et
engendrer davantage de zoonoses.Vivant, je vous
aiderai a rendre cette planéte a nouveau géniale !

10 @ www.richakedia.com @ richa.kedia

n R
A

Batman est un personnage fictif basé sur mes
super-pouvoirs - je suis 'original !

Au lieu de déranger les chauves-souris, protégez-vous cantre le COVID |9 en suivant les lignes directrices sur www.who.int
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Bengali Translation: Kasturi Saha

Technical Inputs: Rohit Chakravarty

Concept & design: Richa Kedia www.richakedia.com
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La historia de un murciélago
20% 1411

de los murciélagos especies de murciélagos
son mamiferos en todo el mundo

“jHola ! jSoy Bingo, un murciélago que
solo se alimenta de frutas!

He estado escuchando algunos rumores
sobre murciélagos, jasi que estoy aqui
para limpiar nuestro nombre!

UN POCO SOBRE MI

* No soy un pajaro. Soy el (inico mamifero que puede volar.

* Me reproduzco lentamente, solo tenemos hasta 2 crias al afio.

» Dejar de usar la frase “ciego como un murciélago™ ‘porque puedo ver con bastante claridad, también
uso ecolocalizacion para navegar en la oscuridad y detectar a mi presa.

* Creo en la no violencia, soy pacifico y no ataco a los humanos.

* Si llegara a morderte seria en defensa propia , no te preocupes.Vactnate contra la rabia como medida
de precaucion asi como lo harias por una mordedura de perro.

MI SUPER POPO (GUANO)

Mis popo es uno de los
mejores fertilizantes

SOY UN HEROE, NO UN MONSTRUO

Comemos frutas, néctar o insectos, por lo tanto
actuamos como polinizadores, dispersadores de

semillas y/o controladores de plagas. - Vaf"fS OrganlsMos en
(B ecosistemnas sin fuente de luz

como sitios patrimoniales
y cuevas, dependen
completamente de mi popo para sobrevivir

Spanish Translation: Edith Mufoz

'Algunos de mis parientes
que comen insectos

pueden comer hasta 1000 » Cuando mi popo esta expuesta al aire libre no causa
mosquitos en una sola ninguna enfermedad grave, pero en contacto directo
noche, protegiéndote asi de pueden causar infecciones, asi que si decides tocarla por
enfermedades transmitidas favor usa una mascara y guantes, como lo harias mientras
por mosquitos. manejas cualquier otro desecho. jEso es higiene basica,
amigo mio!
MI SUPER INMUNIDAD
-

» Tengo super-inmunidad muchos virus viven dentro de mi, pero no me enferman.

» Generalmente guardo estos virus para mi, pero los humanos destruyen mi ecosistema diaramente y como consecuencia
estoy mas en contacto con los humanos. {Por favor no me molestes! Si no me molestas yo tampoco te molesto!

* El nuevo coronavirus esta relacionado con algunos de los virus que viven dentro de mi, pero no vino directamente de mi!
« jEscuché que los cientificos estin estudiando mi super - inmunidad para tratar de replicarla en humanos!

Matarme no ayudara a la humanidad a lidiar con
COVID-19 o enfermedades relacionadas, sélo
perturbara mas el equilibrio ecoldgico y dara lugar a mas
enfermedades transmitidas por animales. {Vivo, te ayudare
a hacer este planeta grande y extraordinario otra vez!

. @ www.richakediacom @ richakedia

AR pimanesun personaje ficticio basado en mi, jpero yo soy
’ quien tiene superpoderes, el autentico!

X

En lugar de molestarnas, por favor protégete de COVID| 9 siguiendo los indicaciones de la Organizacion Mundial de la Salud Visita : wwwwhoint
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Thanks for watching!! Do help protect this
fascinating species!

CREDITS:
Concept, design & illustration: Richa Kedia

Technical Inputs: Rohit Chakravarty

Tamil Translation: Baheerathan M.
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Media coverages and/or mentions of the Press Release
on Bats and COVID-19

1. Mongabaylindia

Bats not the enemy in the fight against COVID-19

India's environmental science and conservation news
https://india.mongabay.com/2020/04/bats-not-the-enemy-in-the-fight-
-against-covid-19/

2. Freepressjournal India

Scientists explain why it's wrong to vilify and stigmatise bats for
coronavirus
https://www.freepressjournal.in/science/scientists-explain-why-its-wrong-to-
-vilify-and-stigmatise-bats-for-coronavirus

3. ThePrintindia

Don’'t demonise bats, we need them: Researchers explain why 'mass
hysteria' is uncalled for
https://theprint.in/science/dont-demonise-bats-we-need-them-researchers-

-explain-why-massThe
e RN
o e THE MEGHALAYA
Ea UARDIA
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4. TheMeghalaya Guardian 25-04-20
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Bats do not sp

SHILLONG &gE 24 A collective of bat

researchers and conservationists from
South Asia has come together to debunk
the widely prevalent fear of bats and their
link ta COVID-18

“The world is currently baiting a pan-
demic of an unprecedented magnitude
As scientists are strugghng to trace the
origin of the virus that umped from ani-
mals to human beings, several factions
of the media have already convicted bats
of spreading COVID-19. What followed
Is a surge of requests from people de-
manding the killing or removal of the
winged mammals from their neighbour-
hoods.” stated a seven-point press re-
lease issued by 64 chiroplerologists
from & South Asian countries

The researchers firmly clarified that bats

Unfortunately, the importance of bats has not been

® Scientists, conservationists bust ‘myths’ about bats and Covid-19

read COVID-19, claim researchers

that causes COVID-18) is not known.

o not spread COVID-19

’horl Nosed Fn.ul Bat. Pho‘u by Rajesh Pullaswamaiah

The group argues that the exact ongn  Moreover, it diverged from the closest
of SARS-CoV-2 (the novel coronavirus

coronavirus found in bats cabed RaTG13
40-70 years ago indicating
thatthe bat virus cannot direct-
ly infect humans

A recent study by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) found bat coronavirus-
es (BtCoV) in two species of
Indian bats. The group eluci-
dates that there is no cause
for panic as these BtCoV's are
not the same as SARS-Co\/-2
and cannot cause COVID-19
The faeces of bats also do not
pose a nsk of spreading coro-
naviruses to humans. If bats
are not complicit in spread-
ing viruses then what led to

the current pandemic?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Batsdonot s

value, also mangroves that form a strong coastal shield. Insect-eating bats eat pest insects in agroeconomic plantations and mosguitoes,
thereby contnbuting to the region’s food securty and our own health

en due recognition by law. "Over 110 species of bats in India are unprotected in India,
including the critically-endangered Kolar Leal-nosed Bat. It is high time that the Indian government accord protection to these species,” says

Rajesh Puttaswamaiah who heads Bat Conservation India Trust

Dr Uttam Saikia of Zoological Survey of India Shillon
The group has also give contacts of three scientists

? is also part of the research group
o

r further information in this regard: Rohit Chakravarty rohit chalravarty77@gmail.com,

Baheerathan Murugavel baheerathanm@gmail.com and Dr Uttam Sailda

5. Times of India, Mumbai 25-04-20
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Experts bat for bats, insist
mammals pose no virus risk

Alex_Fernandes
@timesgroup.com

Mumbal: Bats are not evil. If
you think the winged mam-
mals are sinister creatures
post the coronavirus outbre-
ak, a group of experts wants
you to perish that thought.
People have been getting
trees axed to keep bats out of
their neighbourhood, said
Baheerathan Murugavel,
who Is pursuing a PhD from
Indian Institute of Sclence
Education & Research, Thi-
ruvananthapuram. “Unfoun-
ded fear of bats has made peo-
ple in some cities ask civic of-
ficials to rid thelr backyards
of bats. Thelr fears spring
from misguided information
and unverified facts,” hesald.
Across the world, citizens
want bats Killed or want to se-

Dewna Arora

=

A fruit bat pup

al crevices where they roost.
So, 64 chiropterologists
bat experts of six South
Aslannations joined handsto
clear the air. “The outbreak
has fuelled misconceptions
about bats. We aim to put out
sclentific Information to dis-
pel fears,” sald Murugavel.
Coronavirus is of diffe-
rent types. The one behind
the current pandemic affec-
ting humans 1s ‘SARS-CoV-2'.

Vol. 35 | No. 8

Theclosest virus in bats isdif-
ferent, "‘RaTG13', sald Rohit
Chakravarty from Nagpur,
who Isdoinga PhD at Leibniz
Institute for Zoo & Wildlife
Research In Berlin. “The vi-
rus in bats and that in hu-
mans are different,” he said,
adding that bat dropplings too
pose no risk of spreading the
coronavirus to humans.

The closest match of the
virus in humans is found in
one of 1,411 bat specles. “The
one in humans may have evol-
ved from the one in bats, but
the evolution happened via
an unidentified Intermedia-
ry host,” sald Chakravarty.

So, those trying to kill bats
could be gunning for the
wrong species, hesaid. “Even
If youdo get the right one, it’s
of nouse as the bat virusdoes
not affect humans.”

“Human activities and encroaching upon
wildlife habitats puts us at risk of encoun-
tering new viruses. These viruses may
come from any wikdife species and not
necessarly just bats. Thus, we need to
modify human practices to prevent the
emergence of new pathogens
Arinjay Banerjee, a postdoctoral research-
er at McMaster University, Canada, who
studies bat viruses and was part of the
team that isolated the COVID-19 virus.

Changing human-wildlife interface, glo-
bal wildlife trade and industrial livestock
farming are all suspects in causing
zoonobe disease outbreaks in the current
scenario and in past epidemics

The collective also bats in support of
bats saying that they pollinate the flowers
of plants of economic (Contd. on P-3)

", says Dr.
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6. The Shillong Times, Dr. Uttam Saikia, Zoological Survey of Indiq,

Shillong, India

Researchers bust myths on
bats’ link with COVID-19

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: With the
surge in demand to kill or
remove bats from neigh-
bourhoods following
COVID-19 outbreak, the
researchers have called for
their protection.

Responding to the eco-
logical crisis, a collective
of bat researchers and con-
servationists from South
Asia has come together to
debunk the widely preva-
lent fear of bats and their
link to COVID-19.

Scientists are struggling
to trace the origin of the
virus that jumped from ani-
mals to human beings.

In a statement, 64 chi-
ropterologists from six
South Asian countries

have clarified that bats do
not spread COVID-19. The
group argues that the ex-
act origin of SARS-CoV-2
(the novel coronavirus that
causes COVID-19) is not
known.

Moreover, it diverged
from the closest coronavi-
rus found in bats called
RaTG13, 40-70 years ago
indicating that the bat vi-
rus cannot directly infect
humans.

A recent study by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) found
bat coronaviruses (BtCoV)
in two species of Indian
bats.

The group elucidates
that there is no cause for
panic as these BtCoVs are
not the same as SARS-

‘These viruses may
come from any
wildlife species and
not necessarily just
bats. Thus, we need
to modify human
practices to prevent
the emergence of
new pathogens’

CoV-2 and cannot cause
COVID-19. The faeces of
bats also do not pose a
risk of spreading corona-
viruses to humans.
According to the re-
searchers, human activi-
ties and encroaching upon

wildlife habitats put peo-

7. Sanctuary Nature Foundation
https://www.sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/newsroom/myths-on-bats-and-

ple at risk of encountering
new viruses.

“These viruses may
come from any wildlife spe-
cies and not necessarily
just bats. Thus, we need
to modify human practices
to prevent the emergence
of new pathogens.”, said
Dr. Arinjay Banerjee, a
postdoctoral researcher at
McMaster University,
Canada, who studies bat
viruses and was part of the
team that isolated the
COVID-19 virus.

Changing human-wild-
life interface, global wild-
life trade and industrial live-
stock farming are all sus-
pects in causing zoonotic
disease outbreaks in the
current scenario and in
past epidemics.

The collective also said
that the bats pollinate the
flowers of plants of eco-
nomic value, also man-
groves that form a strong
coastal shield. Insect-eat-
ing bats eat pest insects

in agroeconomic
plantations and
mosquitoes, thereby

contributing to the re-
gion’s food security and
health.

“Over 110 species of
bats in India are unpro-
tected, including the criti-
cally-endangered Kolar
Leaf-nosed bat. It is high
time that the Indian gov-
ernment accord protection
to these species,” says
Rajesh Puttaswamaiah,
who heads Bat Conserva-
tion India Trust.

-covid-19

8. The Hindu online- 26-04-20

Stop villainising bats, say scientists and conservationists
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/stop-villainising-

-bats-say-scientists-and-conservationists/article31429962.ece
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9. The Hindu offline- 26-04-20

Zoo’s Print

Stop villainising bats, say
scientists, conservationists

ASWATHI PACHA

Unverified news and social media
posts linking bats to the COVID-19
outbreak have led to widespread anti-
pathy and there have been increasing
incidents of the public destroying bat
roosts and smoking them out. To
raise awareness, 64 chiropterologists
(those who study bats) from six South
Asian countries have released a docu-
ment clarifying the myths about bats
and strongly affirming that bats do
not spread COVID-19.

They also clarify that the bat coro-
naviruses (BtCoV) found in two spe-
cies of Indian bats (in a recent Indian
Council of Medical Research study)
are not the same as SARS-CoV-2 and
cannot cause COVID-19.

“Human activities and encroach-
ing upon wildlife habitats puts us at
risk of encountering new viruses. We
need to modify human practices to
prevent the emergence of new patho-
gens.”, says Arinjay Banerjee, a post-
doctoral researcher at McMaster Un-
iversity, Canada in the release. He
studies bat viruses and was part of
the team that isolated the COVID-19
virus.

Origin unknown
The researchers write that the exact
origin of SARS-CoV-2 is still unknown
and it is premature to blame bats or
any other animal for the pandemic.
“Killing bats and destroying their
habitats can be more harmful as this
can lead to bats spreading out their
habitat. We should remember that all
wild animals harbour viruses and it is
very biased and unfair to point fin-
gers only at bats. If we keep destroy-
ing habitats there are changes of the

\.

Preserve environment: Destroying
habitats can cause changes to the

spread of other viruses from other
animals to humans. =c. RAMAKRISHNA

spread of other viruses from other
animals to humans,” explains Harish
Prakash, Ph.D. scholar, at the Centre
for Ecological Sciences, Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bengaluru, to The
Hindu.

The researchers and conservation-
ists highlight that bats perform vital
ecosystem services such as pollina-
tion, pest control, and provide intan-
gible economic benefits.

They urge the governments of
South Asian countries to strengthen
the legal framework to protect bats.
As only two species (out of 128) are
protected by law in India, the re-
searchers ask the government to re-
consider and reinforce the laws go-
verning bat conservation.

They write: “The current pandem-
ic is an outcome of the ongoing eco-
logical destruction, increasing inten-
sification of livestock farming and
wildlife trade. We request the media
to not oversimplify scientific evi-
dence, to emphasise the role of hu-
mans in disease outbreaks, and to
highlight the importance of coexis-
tence with bats in urban landscapes.”
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10. The wall
https://www.thewall.in/news-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/

11. The Times of India Bangalore online 27-04-2020.

Don't villainize bats: Researchers bust Covid-19 myths | India News -
Times of India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/dont-villainize-bats-researchers-
bust-covid-19-myths/articleshow/75390401.cms

12. The Times of India, Bangalore offline 27-04-2020.

Zo0’s Print

Bats are not the culprit,
say global researchers

@Iimesguunoom

Bengaluru: A team of re-
searchers based in various
universities and conserva-
tion organisations in nine
countries including India,
Germany, UK, Australia and
US, have urged people not to
villainise bats which have
been widely blamed - wrong-

VITAL PART OF ECOSYSTEM

researchers say ICMR study shows

bats found in India do not carry the

virus which causes Covid-19

commercially and

1y as the researchers point > Killing bats culturally important

out - for the genesis of the or evicting them | plants

current pandemic. from their roosts | » Society needs
Several unverifled socal in retaliation is more awareness,

media posts have led to wide-
spread antipathy and fear
over bats among the general

counterproductive| they say

wild animals, or evicting them

there 1s no evidence of hu-

public in India resultingina  from thelir roosts in retalla-  manscontracting coronavirus
spike in the number of peo- tloniscounterproductiveand or any such viruses through
ple demanding colonies of  will not solve any problems,”  excreta of bats.

bats be removed from thelr

a joint statement by 64 re-

Recently, an ICMR study

neighbourhoods and destruc-  searchers reads, found bat coronaviruses (Bt-
tion of bat roosts. The re- They argue that bats, in ~ CoV) in the common Indian
searchers say the viruses fact, perform vital ecosystem flying fox and fulvous fruit

found in two specles of bats
found in India as per the most
recent ICMR study, are differ-
ent from the one that causes
Covid-19 and therefore can-
not spread the disease.
Researchers also argue
that 1t 1s premature and unfair
to blame bats or any other
animal for the pandemic,

services: They pollinate flow-
ers of some mangroves, and
many other commercially and
culturally important plants.
Insect-eating bats are vora-
clous eaters of pests which
target rice, corn, cotton and
potentially tea plantation.
Therefore, they say, bats ben-
efit the ecology and human

bat. “However, less than 5% of
the screened samples con-
tained this BtCoV and, as the
study mentions, it 1s very
distantly-related to SARS-
CoV-2[which causes Covid-19)
and hence cannot cause Cov-
1d-19,” they said.

“Soclety needs more
awareness on bats around

glven that the exact originof  health, and provide Intangible  them in addition to epidemio-
the Covid-19 virus or its pre-  economic beneflts. logical facts for a healthy co-
cursor is still not known. Stating that none of the existence. We urge govern-

“Information on current, South Asfan bats are proven ments of South Aslan coun-
and past zoonotic diseaseout-  tobenatural reservoirsof the  tries to strengthen the legal
breaks suggest global wildlife  Covid-19virus, they alsopoint  framework to protect bats in
trade and/or large-scale in-  outsclentists strongly suggest  view of the services they ren-

dustrial livestock farming that it is highly unlikely for  der to the ecosystem and their
play an importantroleinsuch  the viruses to jump directly  slow breeding capacity,” the
events. Killing bats and other  from bats to humans. Also, researchers further added.
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13. Polimer News: Tamil Nadu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmCmLvo dV4&feature=youtu.be

14. The News Minute for this detailed coverage.

COVID-19: Scientists, conservationists urge public not to destroy bat
habitats
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/covid-19-scientists-conservationists-
urge-public-not-destroy-bat-habitats-123441
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SITUATION VACANT

Required retired persons &
Entreprencurs for MNC.
Earning Rs. 45.000/-. Work
from home. Contact : 96781-
80856.

SV/P/ACO00035/8

Banking HR firm looking for
Consultancy, Institute to provide
candidates for Executive/
Officer/Manager. Call : 94010-
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===Bengali===

17. Translated headline: COVID-19: The draculisation of the bats vs the
real truth (29-04-20)

https://4numberplatform.com/?p=18642

===Tamil===

18. Tamil daily "Dinamalar” on 25-04-20.

Bats are not to blame for coronavirus
https://www.dinamalar.com/news detail.asp?id=2527735

===Kannada===
19. "Prajavani”
https://www.prajavani.net/stories/stateregional/bat-protection-723166.html

20. Conservation India (29-04-20). P

Stop Villainizing Bats: Scientists and Conservationists Bust Myths About
Bats and COVID-19
https://www.conservationindia.org/articles/stop-villainizing-bats-scientists-
-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19

21. TheHindustan Times

Bats cannot directly infect humans with Covid-19: Scientists
https://m.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bats-cannot-directly-infect-
humans-with-covid-19-scientists/story-uuEwHKcl0x266H1fxawFbN.html

22. Arunachal times 25-04-20.
https://arunachaltimes.in/index.php/2020/04/25/stop-villainizing-bats-
-scientists-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/

23. ANN_Newsable on 28-04-20.

South Asian scientists and conservationists bust myths about bats and
COVID-19
https://newsable.asianetnews.com/world/south-asian-scientists-and-
conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19-q9ht45

===Tamil===

24. SamayamTamil 26-04-20.
https://tamil.samayam.com/latest-news/international-news/stop-villainising-
-bats-say-scientists-and-conservationists/articleshow/75387182.cms
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25. Times of India Jaipur offline 27-04-20.

Scientists bust myths about bats & Covid-I19 link

Amysnghlgrao in two species of Indian novel coronavirus, (SARS nuisance, especially by fru
Ftimesgroup.com bats, the layman has been CoV-2),” sald biologist Dr 1t growers who claim that
convinced that the mammal Sumit Dookia, from the re-  the mammal destroys thelr

Jalpur: The pandemic istheonewhich isthe Coro- search group. The group of crops. However, according
which has gripped the naVector blologists claimed that the- to researchers, bats play a

This has raised concern
among the environmenta-
lists and sclentists who fear
that the flylng mammal,
which is essential for the

crucial role tn pollinationof
flowers and protect farms
from other pests, but have
been excessively demoni-
sed In the wake of Covid-19

world has given a bad name
to bats with most people be-
lleving the hypothesis that
this mammal is to be blamed
for the fast spreading of co-

re is no cause for panic as
these BtCoVs are not the
same as SARS-CoV-2 and
cannot cause Covid-19.
=Collectively, the group

ronavirus ecologlcal system, might be has decided to appeal to the outbreak. Instances of citl

Demandstoexterminate facing nearextinctionaslo- governments of our count- zens demanding the killing
the mammal have risen calsareoutforitsblood ries to strengthen the laws and removal of bats, smo-
across the globe, Including The theory of the virus on bat conservation,” head- kingout colonies or sealing
in Rajasthan where its two  to haveoriginated from bats ded. Over 110 speciesof bats  crevices where small bats

at a market In Wahan, Chi
na, has made Its presence
felt in Indiafollowing which
conservationists from So-
uth Aslan countries (68 bat
biologists from six countri

types — Rousettus and Pre-
ropus — are found.

After a recent study by
the Indian Council of Medi
cal Research (ICMR) found
bat coronaviruses (BiCoV)

in Indla are unprotected in
India, Including the critl-
cally-endangered Kolar le
af-nosed Bat

In Rajasthan, bats have
generally been looked as a

and thelr pups roost are all
on the rise all over the
world. This will gradually
damage the ecosystem ser-
vice of bats, claimed ex
perts.

MYTHEUSTER: The theary of the novel coronavinus having originated
from bats at a market in Wuhan, China, gained ground in india

es) have stepped forth to de-
fend these bats.

“We debunk the myth
that bats are vectors of the

26. Times of India Jaipur online 28-04-20

Scientists bust myths about bats and Covid-19 | Jaipur News - Times of
India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/scientists-bust-myths-about-
-bats-and-covid-19/articleshow/75396882.cms

===Bengali
28. Bengali daily "Ei Samay" 01-05-20
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/scientists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/articl
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/scientists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19/articl

29. Scroll.in

Covid-19: Misinformed Indians are on a ‘witch hunt’ to get rid of bats
https://scroll.in/article/960269/covid-19-misinformed-indians-are-on-a-witch-
hunt-to-get-rid-of-bats

30. Wildlife Conservation Trust

South Asian Scientists and Conservationists Bust Myths About Bats and
COVID-19 - Wildlife Conservation Trust
https://www.wildlifeconservationtrust.org/busting-myths-about-bats-and-
-covid-19/

31. Deccan Herald

Coronavirus: Scientists go to bat for bats
https://www.deccanherald.com/city/coronavirus-scientists-go-to-bat-for-
-bats-832193.html

32. A blogpost named “under the banyan”

The coronavirus backlash against bats is a bad idea
https://underthebanyan.blog/2020/05/05/the-coronavirus-backlash-against-
-bats-is-a-bad-idea/

33. Rajasthan Patrika 06-05-20
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===Kannada===
34. Prajavani Article-Kalburgi Edition on Apr 19, 2020
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35. Prajavani Article-Mysore Edition on Apr 19, 2020
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36. Udayavani Bangalore edition - April 30, 2020
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37. Vijaya Karnataka April 19, 2020
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===Hindi===

38. Live Hindustan website
https://www.livehindustan.com/international/story-bats-cannot-infect-
-humans-with-corona-says-scientists-3174269.html
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===Assamese===

39. Article by Dr. Uttam Saikia, Zoological Survey of India - 08-05-20
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===Tamil===

40. Vikatan on 08-05-20
https://www.vikatan.com/social-affairs/environment/why-we-cant-blame-
-bats-to-this-coronavirus-outbreak?artfrm=v4

Oeflorer EZD 2o B

B8 @spsai B Osnbyneun gibisn B Qeidlsdn B als

mibpY] Cleusneureugenmey GlamGymeun
uyeungy... geir? #SaveBats

GlarmmGmmil stesTmy suhsTEsv wenfl&THsT
wsHluflsy Gryguwmsl uFliuns GleusTaumsuasTbs),
@iugQhwimh Seummsst UmFsnsy sl (QEUS) er6aT?

41. https://depak.org/2020/04/27/south-asian-scientists-
-and-conservationists-bust-myths-about-bats-and-covid-19-date-of-
release-24-04-2020/

42. Interview from the India TV - 09-05-20
https://www.indiatvnews.com/science/exclusive-interview-the-exact-
-origin-of-coronavirus-pandemic-remains-fuzzy-but-unlikely-it-s-lab-
-engineered-615659

===Bengali===
43. Sangbad Pratidin on 11-05-20
https://epaper.sangbadpratidin.in/epaper/m/441193/5eb8abcbb92db
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44. The Hindu (online) - 12-05-20
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/amid-covid-19-
lets-not-forget-how-bats-help-our-environment/article31566072.ece/amp/

45. The Hindu (online) - 29-05-20
https://www.thehindu.com/society/get-bats-out-of-hell-bats-are-one-of-the-
-most-misunderstood-mammals/article31702110.ece

Get bats out of hell: Bats are one of the
most misunderstood mamimals

e K.C. Deepika e
UPDATED AY 2%, 2020 15:17 15T

Fying fomes in Chennal's Egmore Murseum grounds. | Photo Credit- 5. Thamthom

It's time we stopped vilifying these creatures of the night, and for that
we need to understand their role better

46. The Shillong Times (online) - 25-04-20
http://theshillongtimes.com/2020/04/25/researchers-bust-myths-on-bats-
-link-with-covid-19/

Zo0’s Print Vol. 35| No. 8 31


https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/amid-covid-19-lets-not-forget-how-bats-help
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/amid-covid-19-lets-not-forget-how-bats-help
https://www.thehindu.com/society/get-bats-out-of-hell-bats-are-one-of-the-most-misunderstood-mammals
https://www.thehindu.com/society/get-bats-out-of-hell-bats-are-one-of-the-most-misunderstood-mammals
http://theshillongtimes.com/2020/04/25/researchers-bust-myths-on-bats-link-with-covid-19/ 
http://theshillongtimes.com/2020/04/25/researchers-bust-myths-on-bats-link-with-covid-19/ 

Batts and Covid 19 - facts vs. myths

Just like amongst humans
themselves, animals too are
subjected to judgements based
on visual appearances, popular
culture and superstitious beliefs.

Whereas the tame domestic

dog is easily relatable and the
charismatic elephant or tiger
makes for a sight to behold, other
creatures with critical ecological
roles either skip our attention or are
conveniently ignored.

| teamed up with ace scientist
Rohit Chakravarty aka @
paintedbat to tell the story of one

of them through this really simple
video.

It is perhaps been the most vilified
and feared through the ages, as

it silently glides across the sky and
helps us in ways most aren’t aware
of - Bats.

Their persecution has been
furthered by the Covid-19
pandemic and i therefore urge
you to watch this as many times,
and share it as widely as possible.

#covid19 #bats #batsofinstagram
Video: https://vimeo.com/416618851

Coronavirus Source: Truth about Bats | Dhruv Rathee

Till now, there is still no clear source
of COVID-19? infection cause

from coronavirus SARS-COV-2

but experts think it most likely did
originate from bats. Because

of this, all across the world, we

are seeing cases where Bats are
being harassed, blamed and
exterminated out of fear that they
can cause the infection. In this
video, | interview a Chiropterologist
- Rohit Chakravarty (a person

who is researching specially on
Bats) to clear all doubts regarding
bats. Answering questions like Can

Zo0’s Print

Bats spread Coronaviruse Do you
have to be scared of them<e How
dangerous are theye

Support my work and join as a
member to get exclusive stuff:
1. On Patreon: https://www.
patreon.com/dhruvrathee

2. On Youtube: https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UC-CS...

Video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gwFWB7gM7-U
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SCIENTISTS AND CONSERVATIONISTS BUST MYTHS ABOUT BATS AND COVID-19

I Bat Sclentists clarify rumours on Bats

G4 Chiropterogsts From G countries release a press note
claribying that bats do not cause CoviD-9

2. Wrong to blame bats without evidence

N

The exact orign of SARS-CoV-L or it precursor is not known
It is premature and unbair to blame bats or any other onimal
For the pandemic.

3. Humans cannot contract coronaviruses through bat excreta

Scientists strongly suggest that it is highly unlicely for
SARS-like viruses to ump directly From bats to humans.
Also, there is no evidence of humans contracting
coronavirus through the excreta of bats .

4. Bat Coronavirus does not infect humans

* iy B vepressnistin

The recent report from the indan Councll of Medical Research
on the discovery of bat coronaviruses (B1CoV) in two species
of Scuth Asian bats peses no known hedth hazard
The viruses Found in the study are different From
SARS-CoV-2 and cannot couse COVID-9

5. Kiling bats & other wild animals will cause more harm

G. Bats ofFer huge econemic benefits to humans

inFormation on the current. and past zoonotic disease outbreaks
suggest that gobal widife frade and/or large-scale industriol
livestock: T—armcnﬂ play ah impertant role in such everits
Kiling bats and other wid animals, or: evicting them £rom
their roosts in retaliation is counterproductive
and wil nat scive any problems.

Bats pertorm vitd ecosystem services.
They polinate the Rowers of some mangroves, and many other
commercidlly and eutturdly important plants.
Insect-cating bats are voracious eaters of pest insects
in rice, corn cotton and potentially. tea Farms.
Therefore, bats beneht ecological and human healthy
and provide intangble economic benefits.

7. Need responsible Journalism

The society currently needs more awareness opout the bats
around them in addition to epidemiclogical Facts For

a healthy coexistence. We therefore, request meda houses

and the press to consider possible negative impacts of their

statements on bats and cther animals bekore releasing them

8. Legal protection required For bats

J\j

Lastly, we urge the governments ok South Asion countries to
strengthen the legal Framework to profect bats in view

=
ConEepT

of their ecosystem services and their slow breedng capacity,

Rajesh Puttaswamaiah (Bat Conservation India Trust, Bengaluru); Dr. Seshadri K S (Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru);
Rohit Chakravarty (Leibniz Institute for Zoo & Wildlife Research, Germany);
Baheerathan Murugavel (IISER, Thiruvananthapuram)

llustration

Dhanush Shetty



Podcast

NL Interview with Rohit Chakravarty: Don’t blame bats

for the pandemic

A Phd student who spends his time making sense of bats and how they live, Rohit
clears some misconceptions on the much maligned mammal.

By NL Team

The world's gotten a little
more interested in bats
over the past one month
or so. Mostly, since the
novel coronavirus hit
global headlines — a
virus that has, let’s just
say, humbled the human.
We can say with some
certainty that bats are
the natural reservoir of
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
caused the COVID-19
pandemic. But an
intermediate host was
needed for it to jump

Zo0’s Print

from bats to humans. This
host is speculated to be a
pangolin.

A Vox explainer succinctly
explained how these
three actors — bats,
pangolins and humans

— could have come
together at a Wuhan

wet market to cause an
outbreak.

Watch it, it's quite
informative. https://youtu.
be/TPpoJdGYIW54

Vol. 35 | No. 8

Given the focus on bats
as hosts of coronavirus,
there's been much
discussion around

and malligning of the
mammal: “they are dirty”,
“useless”, *we should cull
them out”, and, of course,
“why do people eat
them!! That's not normall!”
In this podcast, Manisha
Pande brings on board
Rohit Chakravarty to
discuss some of these
questions. Rohit is a

PhD student at the
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Leibniz Institute for Zoo
and Wildlife Research

in Berlin, Germany.

He studies bats in the
Himalayas of Uttarakhand,
investigating how their
diversity changes across
elevations, what they eat
and generally, how they
get by in their lives in the
mountains. He has also
worked on bats in the
Andaman Islands and has
co-authored the book,
The Naturalist's Guide to
the Mammals of India.

Rohit explains that bats

have a special immunity
that makes them resilient
even as they host viruses
that can be deadly for

other animals, especially
humans. So, do we need

Zo0’s Print

to fear them? Noft really.
He says: “Bats have
been living all around us
for centuries...they live
close to you but they
know how to mind their
own business.” The novel
coronavirus outbreak has
occurred for reasons that
are more manmade than
naturally occuring, he
says.

Which means eating
bats, right? Nope again.
Rohit says that humans
have traditionally hunted
and eaten bats for long,
especially forest dwellers.
The problem is the scale
at which it's being done
today. “Almost every
forest dwelling community
that | know of, has a bat

Vol. 35 | No. 8

hunting tradition and
these are particularly
common in Nagaland or
even in Northern Orissa,
Chattisgarh, in West
Bengal as well. Then
further down south in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. A lot

of fribes do eat even in
the Andaman Islands,” he
sqays.

Finally, we get to why bats
are important to the larger
scheme of things. Did you

know that there would be

no tequila in the world if it

weren't for batse

Listen on and find out
why.
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Videos & Talks:

Corona bats in Bengaluru?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzhCXrGTTBo

Gorona bats in Bengaluru?
- E

INEWS

[WEWS

MORE VIDEOS B st o

& Youlube 3

p ) 005/1058

WRTOTYY FnTBR T EI 2P0 wFooTeBTe..2 | Are Bats Dangerous To

Humans?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MDEI3zgh7g

[£) 50 dussn, wRgom wmansse Are Bats Dangerous To ans? |Rajesh Puttaswamaia S

os
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BRI W AT wem® Y3 Bwowitese..? | Relationships between Bat and

Corona

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_moolBGCuok

dzh, DS DT 2B Y3 B35askss..?| Relationships between Bat and CoronalRajesh Puttaswamaiah 0 -

ngt'er Share

Z

EATATD HOR® H o8> BTOmoR s =
R0 WoROMe wrt ok Waws, BT

BT TR AT TN [Te e [TNTY
WIRO SRR TWIIF [WIT.
BOPRON HT° TeVeT?

All You Need To Know About Bats

https://www.natureinfocus.in/nature-and-wildlife-conservation/all-you-need-to-know-about-bats

"NATURE
NFOCUS.

Experts dispel myths and answer queries about bats and their supposed-rel:

Zo0’s Print

Rajesh Pu

All You Need To Know About Bats

Vol. 35| No. 8 37
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Bahar Dutt in conversation with scientists who are batty about bats | #EarthTalks |
#COVID19
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=DNPYx1vHcU8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3TPU79h7I3Sm29
ShcéBmbDRz s7Kkzx 44EpazkleadbuCsvFZokhU mOY

= EBYouTube " I Q

Pl o) 165871725 o« =0 3

CoViD-19 LEARN MORE |

Get the latest information from the MoHFW about COVID-19.

G See more resources on Goagle ©

Bahar Dutt in conversation with scientists who are batty about bats | #EarthTalks | #COVID19

Bat segment on News?
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=XQZ4fmqgFJf4&feature=youtu.
be&fbclid=IwAR3rxgezhVbGLDyiBMpxMHBbVKNYFCTgB29eCDbCIGMLapC8NX4nsA2biXvM

= E3Youlube" Q

We don't let any one cut
the trees or kill them. We
are ready to take any kind
of risk to protect these
animals. We will protect
them and after us our...

|B|Gi’ FIRST TEAM OF VANDALS WAS ON THE MAIN ROAD, ‘["EWS
news || SECOND TEAM WAS SEEN ‘.’M‘UAL!‘ZH‘ G CHH K- PﬁST
FRALA. LI W-(ala)| DEATHS 2 ARG

=7 i
V19 \ LEARN MORE

Get the latest information from the MoHFW about COVID-19.

G See more resources on Google &

Bat segment on News9
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“Elephants, Bats and Covid-19” by Friends of Elephants initiative with Wildlife Trust of
India
https://www.facebook.com/FoElephants/videos/3449227111773413/

Friends of

elephants

2 . | DONT P - ¢
Ftead A3 iocns MNES Fltihibu ] T el
2B & WRRC -} oo NS Qhimsane 1O marw 2

[ﬂ) Like (D comment ¢ Share QOI’ 8 Comments

A DIVE IN TO THE WORLD OF BATS by Kottayam Nature Society
https://www.facebook.com/104882907875999/videos/285708292441484/

Enwenar -21: A DIVE IN TO THE WORLD OF BATS -By- RAJESH PUTTASWAMA.. Recorded Live %
Y Wlottayam Natdre' Sotietyt f J 1SS

David Raju

‘A dive intothe World of °

May 2620
Rajesh Pultaswamaiah
Bat Conservation India Trust

o) Like (J comment > Share QOB vohan Moolepetlu, Seshadri KS and 24 others - 16 Comments
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Bats are our friends from IISER Pune’s Biology Department
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=Sb3WSBPgHbM&fbclid=IwAR1nsTyC3dDGzSIHIX

K4ucATM56urg z8rMrRp7fGbmavihyl2ygeNWig

= OVoulube™ 2

> Ml o) 100/304

Bats are our friends

1,040 views + Premiered Jul 5, 2020 s 114 &1 3 & SHARE

i IISER Pune
@
gvjv 7.57K subscribers
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