Dhole or Asiatic Wild Dog
is a large carnivore that lives in groups

called packs. Dhole packs can have 2 to 25 members.
Dholes are apex carnivores, and share space with other predators
like tigers, leopards, wolves, and snow leopards. Their populations continue
to decline because of habitat loss, decrease in prey animals, and also
perhaps through spread of diseases from domestic dogs. Dholes have
already gone extinct from 80% of the areas where they historically
occurred.

Saving the dhole will require conducting quality scientific studies to
better understand them, dedicated efforts from government agencies to
protect their populations and habitats, and conservation support from the
public. With this context, my doctoral dissertation work was focused on
the conservation ecology of dholes, to design science-based strategies to
conserve the species.
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Dholes are wild do%s thot live in the Fforests of south &
sontheast Asia. There are o few thousand dholes left in the
worldy & this makes the dhole an ev\dm\%ered species.

So...ow do we save them 2 And wheve ?

Fiecot, let’s Cje.‘t o

%lobal pevrspective
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Dhole diet varies. \n soutn lndia dholes eat more deevs. \n centeal
Indic they eat more monkeyss. \n more livestocks &
oore rodenter in soutneast Asia. *compared to okhner ceqjions

fock owoilaPl®

\ok of lives

o AL_ONG '
lok of prey animals \J\/\TH-‘ more competitors...

Dholes consume livestork when there’s o lot of livestock in £he area.
They aleo conoume livestock when there’s a lob of wild prey animals
alot\% with ‘(\i%‘(\ aumber of C,m\{)etiv\% co—predators.
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ea dnoles eokt more livestotX
w

other “da.\\c‘&)e\’m,\b”

Cornivores avound

" Pactks are smaller

Teople view dnoles neqatively when they eat oore livestotk in

places where dnole packs are smaller, & wWhen thece’ve a lob of
other potentially do.\\%e.rowb Carnivores in the area.

Soy Now to mitiaote conflick
and Conserve dholes 7

’60\;;)(.\’\& cenkral \ndio

sontheast asia

EFfficient qovernment —aided compensation in Oouth & Central \ndic.
Northeast Hgqion neede insurance sthemes & better husbandry
practices. Sontheast Asia should focus on intreasing Prey onimale.
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Nowy let’s look at \ndia

t,e.“‘t\'a‘ L “or:theaat

indio

westen
%‘(\ o.‘\'_b

Xovrnataka

\ndia has the \’\ic\x)\'\esi'_ qlobal dhole populationy eoetly in 3 londscapes:
Wesktern Ghnatesy Central \ndia & Northeost \ndia. Based on Current
statue of dnoles, Karnataoka in Westera Glnates vanks .
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W\’\Q(Q/\’\Ow to ‘recover’ dholes 2

~y

,?/’/ . e_*\:'m\d Lorest :
49 4 covey |

(
W increase dhnole [
populations

C PN
s ’7’ 10 clready
, ‘ 4 ; !,/ hecre

. cownld ao
9

here

Soutn & Central \ndia need 4o expand Forest cover. Northeast &
parts of central \ndia need to increase dhole populations. Eastern
Glnats, Central & northn \ndia Nave potential for range expansion.

Whot else showld be considered 7

c,apa.c,i‘tbl

\’\ic‘x)\’\

Every State needs the ‘capacity’ to conserve  dholes. Thie
Lapacity could be determined by GOY ohare, poverty levels,
b\,.d%e_’c_ available For conservation & cate of forest clearances.
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So, whaot wewt For \ndia ?

\’\ics\’\ priorityy low capacity

- low priority, Nigh capacity

low Priorityy low capacity

We now ¥now which States are \(\i%\’\ Priovi‘tbl & which States have
‘mi%\f\ capactity to conserve dholes. This can Nelp creoate o country
level science —based conservation Plan for dinoles.

\_et’s diq deeper

in %arnaﬂ:aka
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How do we -(:i\\d/ma.\) dholes 7

Dholes live in Karnataka’s Western Ghnate forests. Survey inqy along
Forest voads & (e_c_ordi“% their siqne like poop & track marks, we Can
map theic distribution & qange Now mueh arta they otcnpy.

What c.\’\o.x\%e.d over time 7

\n less than o decade, dnole —osccupied areas reduced in Karnataka.
Dholes still preferced avens with Nigh abundance of wild prey
onimalsy & avoided aveas with ‘(\i%\’\ livestock ackivity.
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Why did they qo extinet ?

protected aceas

Droles went locally extinet in areas with \"\i%\(\ loss of forest cover.
They remained someuwhnot safe in forests within protected areas
lixe wnational parks & wildlife sanctuaries.

Whot can we do in Karnotaoka ¢

. to“bolida‘te/bave habitats

‘ mo.ix\‘to.i“/i“(‘_re.o.be protection

Maintain or intrease protection in select protected areos to retain
dnole  cccuwpancy. Hobitats adjoi“in% these areas should &main
wildlife —Friendly to aid movement & dispersal of dholes.
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z_oow\i\\% in on o Drotected area

% How do we monitor dholes 7

W is ieDortant to Count Now many dholes there arey so thot we can
monitor £eir populations. But dholes look very similar to each other
50 We Cannot Lee CLamera )(_ro@& +o ide.t\{'_i{:vl, Connt or monitor them.
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% Then, Now do we identify them ?

identity

Using their poopy we can ertrack dhole DNA in the lab. Since

every dhole’s DNA is different; we can wee this to Firet identify
individuals, & then ‘(:i%m\’e_ ot Now many dnoles exist.

4

20

% How’re they doi\\% in Wayanad ?

Few mony

Bosed on poop VNA analysis & statistical models, Wayanad seems to
Nave o healthy population of dnoles. The ~odels aleo Nelped map
ar€as with a lok of dholes & areas with very few dhnoles.
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% Whaot do we do in the Future 7

over time

aCyrodd dpace

Ueing DNA From their poopy dhnole populations in Wayanad should be
carefully monitored over multiple years. Dholes should be similarly
wonitored in diffecent protected areas across \ndia.

22

Conorving dholes will need wultiple s’c_fa’r.e?)iea depe“di“a on
which levels & what locations we Focus on. But all these
strateqies ohould be backed by scientific researchy as shown in
this storyboord based on my doctoral dissertation work.
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