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First record of Magadha Burrowing Frog M%
from Purulia, West Bengal

Sphaerotheca genus has 11
species at present including
the Magadha Burrowing

Frog Sphaerotheca magadha
Prasad, Dinesh, Das, Swamy,
Shinde, & Vishnu, 2019 (Frost
& AMNH 2020), which is

the smallest member of the
group (Varma 2019). It has
also been recorded from
Panna Tiger Reserve, central
India (Prasad et al. 2020).

The species was
photographed from
Baghmundi Village on 3
September 12.53h using a

Nikon D5600 camera with a Magadha Burrowing Frog Sphaerotheca magadha sighted in
Nikon 70- 300 mm lens. It Baghmundi Village and Ajodhya Hill in Purulia, West Bengal, India.
©Adarsha Mukherijee.

was also observed in Gobaria

i / forest area in Ajodhya Hills.
3/ The specimens were not
collected. The species was

N e N identified on the basis of its
% Rs%j“fgfia : / ' medium size, stumpy and
Ve squat body, wider head width
[ than head length, rounded

o - , snhout, first finger longer than
' the second and sub equal

to third finger and moderate
webbing (Prasad et al. 2019).
Images were uploaded on

Locations of the sightings of Sphaerotheca magadha in
Baghmundi village and Ajodhya hill, Purulia, West Bengal, India. amphibians of India website
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Dorsal view of Magadha Burrowing Frog Sphaerotheca
magadha. ©Adarsha Mukherjee.

with media codes bm076,
bm077, bm078 (Anonymous
2020).

Both of the areas where the
species was sighted are
under the Chota Nagpur
Plateau. Baghmundi Village
in Purulia is located at
23.19°N and 86.04°E (263m
elevation) and the second
area Ajodhya Hill in Purulia is
located at 23.16°N, 86.10°E
(274m elevation).

The updated distribution
range of Sphaerotheca
magadha is from eastern
India (Jharkhand & West
Bengal) and central India
(Madhya Pradesh).

Zo0’s Print

References

Anonymous (2020). Sphaerotheca
magadha Prasad, Dinesh, Das,
Swamy, Shinde & Vishnu, 2019

— Magadha Burrowing Frog.

In: Gosavi, N., A. Bayani, A.
Khandekar, P. Roy & K. Kunte
(eds.). Amphibians of India, v. 1.05.
Indian Foundation for Butterflies.
Available online at http://www.
indianamphibians.org/sp/511/
Sphaerotheca-magadha. Media
code bm076, bm077, bm078.
Accessed on 29 December 2020.

Frost, D. & American Museum

of Natural History (2020).
Amphibian Species of the World
6.1, an Online Reference. American
Museum of Natural History. https://
amphibiansoftheworld.amnh.org/
Amphibia/Anura/Dicroglossidae/
Dicroglossinae/Sphaerotheca.
Accessed on 29 December 2020.

Prasad, V.K., K.P. Dinesh, A.
Das, P. Swamy, A.D. Shinde &
J.B. Vishnu (2019). A new species
of Sphaerotheca Gunther, 1859
(Amphibia: Anura: Dicroglossidae)
from the agro ecosystems of
Chota Nagpur Plateau, India.
Zootaxa, 119(3): 197-210. https://

Vol. 36 | No. 1

# 141
21 January 2021

doi.org/10.26515/rzsi/v119/
i3/2019/132173. A ‘ SA
Prasad, V.K., K.B. Gautam, S.K.

Gupta, R.S. Murthy, K. Ramesh,

A.D. Shinde & A. Das (2020).

Identification of anuran species

diversity of the Panna Tiger

Reserve, central India, using an

integrated approach. Zootaxa,

4851(3): 450-476. https://doi.
org/10.11646/zootaxa.4851.3.2.

Varma, G.B.S.N.P. (2019). New frog
species from unexplored Jharkhand
and Bihar brings cheer.
Mongabay-India. https://india.
mongabay.com/2019/09/new-
frog-species-from-unexplored-
jharkhand-and-bihar-brings-cheer/.
Accessed on 29 December 2020.

Acknowledgments: | am thankful to
the all members of the Green Plateau,
especially Mr. Supriya Samanta

and Mr. Ayan Mondal for their
encouragement, support and help.

Adarsha Mukherjee

J.K. College, Purulia, West Bengal
723101, India.
Email: adarsha8158@gmail.com

Citation: Mukherjee, A. (2021).
First record of Magadha
Burrowing Frog from Purulia, West
Bengal. frog leg #141. In: Zoo’s
Print 36(1): 31-32.

32


http://www.indianamphibians.org/sp/511/Sphaerotheca-magadha
http://www.indianamphibians.org/sp/511/Sphaerotheca-magadha
http://www.indianamphibians.org/sp/511/Sphaerotheca-magadha
https://amphibiansoftheworld.amnh.org/Amphibia/Anura/Dicroglossidae/Dicroglossinae/Sphaerotheca
https://amphibiansoftheworld.amnh.org/Amphibia/Anura/Dicroglossidae/Dicroglossinae/Sphaerotheca
https://amphibiansoftheworld.amnh.org/Amphibia/Anura/Dicroglossidae/Dicroglossinae/Sphaerotheca
https://amphibiansoftheworld.amnh.org/Amphibia/Anura/Dicroglossidae/Dicroglossinae/Sphaerotheca
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.4851.3.2
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.4851.3.2
file:///C:\Users\HP\Desktop\Mongabay,
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/09/new-frog-species-from-unexplored-jharkhand-and-bihar-brings-cheer/
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/09/new-frog-species-from-unexplored-jharkhand-and-bihar-brings-cheer/
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/09/new-frog-species-from-unexplored-jharkhand-and-bihar-brings-cheer/
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/09/new-frog-species-from-unexplored-jharkhand-and-bihar-brings-cheer/

