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Occurrence of Elongated Tortoise 
from the reserved forest area of Pauri 
Garhwal in Uttarakhand, India

The Elongated Tortoise Indotestudo elongata 
also known as Pineapple Tortoise, is a 
species belonging to the family Testudinidae 
(Das & Gupta 2015).  The genus Indotestudo 
consists of three species of tortoise from 
southern and southeastern Asia, namely 
Elongated Tortoise Indotestudo elongata 
(Blyth, 1853), Forsten’s Tortoise Indotestudo 
forstenii (Schlegel & S. Muller, 1845), and 
Travancore Tortoise Indotestudo travancorica 
(Boulenger, 1907) (Iverson 1992).  The 
Elongated Tortoise is currently classified 
as Critically Endangered (CR) under 
criterion A2cd by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the 

current population trend shows a decrease 
in its population (Rahman et al. 2019).  It 
is listed in Appendix II of CITES and is 
protected under Schedule IV of Wildlife 
Protection Act 1972 in India (Das & Gupta 
2015; Ihlow et al. 2016). 

The Elongated Tortoise is widely distributed 
throughout southern and southeastern Asia, 
including eastern and northeastern India 
(Das 1985; Iverson 1992; Rahman et al. 
2019).  Kaleshwar Wildlife Sanctuary in the 
foothills of the Himalaya in the Aravalli Range 
is the western-most boundary of the species 
range (Rahman et al. 2019).  In the Chota 

Image 1. Indotestudo elongata found on 24 May 2019 in Pauri Garhwal, Uttarakhand. © Keyur Naria.
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Nagpur Plateau of eastern India, a disjunct 
subpopulation of I. elongata is present.  The 
population might have been isolated from 
the Himalayan foothills by the alluvial plain 
and changing environmental conditions after 
the formation of the Indo-Gangetic Plain 
(Ihow et al. 2016).  Although the status and 
distribution have been well documented 
recently (Khan et al. 2020), its distribution 
in western Himalaya is from Phandowala 
(Frazier 1992), Lansdowne Forest Division 
(Bhupathy et al. 1994; Khan et al. 2020), 
Siggudi Forest near Kotdwara (Whitaker 
1979; Bhupathy et al. 1994), Rajaji National 
Park (Khan et al. 2020), and Corbett National 
Park (Khan et al. 2020), the present record is 
from a different location in the Pauri Garhwal 
of Uttarakhand.  The current note presents 
the occurrence of an Elongated Tortoise 

from the Lansdowne Reserved Forest area 
(29.7660N & 78.4830E) of Pauri Garhwal in 
Uttarakhand State.  The Lansdowne Forest 
Division is located between 29.616–30.0330N 
and 78.320–78.7170E and is surrounded 
by two national parks, i.e., Rajaji situated 
at 32km approximately in the north-west 
direction and Corbett situated at 38km 
approximately in the south-east direction 
from the site.

This record was obtained on 24 May 2019, as 
a part of regular bird watching trip around the 
reserved forest area of Pauri Garhwal (Figure 
1).  At around 18.21h, we heard some rustling 
through the fallen leaves.  We searched 
the ground and finally found a tortoise 
when it came out into the open.  Later, with 
the descriptions from Ihlow et al. (2016) 

Figure 1. Map showing the occurrence of Indotestudo elongata in the reserve forest area of Uttarakhand.
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we confirmed it as an Elongated Tortoise 
owing to its greenish-yellow carapace and 
irregular black spots or blotches on each 
of its shield (Image 1).  Although we did 
not handle the specimen, the body length 
was approximately 25–27 cm and it was 
a female.  The location was at an altitude 
of 402m in deciduous forest, with some 
patches of semi evergreen and forests of Sal 
Shorea robusta (Image 2).  There are only 
two published records of Elongated Tortoise 
in the Lansdowne Forest Division of Pauri 
Garhwal, Uttarakhand (Bhupathy et al. 1994; 
Khan et al. 2020) and the recent closest 
published locality record is about 20km away 
in Lansdowne Forest Division in Uttarakhand 
(Khan et al. 2020).  The nearby area is a 
reserved forest and a corridor connecting 
Rajaji and Corbett national parks.        

Out of five birding trips in the area, we 
saw this species only once.  The species 
was photographed with the help of Canon 
750D with 55–250 mm lens at the location 
29.7660N and 78.4830E in the fairly open 
patch of the deciduous forest.  The location 
was about 0.54km north from the Koh 
River Tributary separating Satichaur and 
Neenbuchaur.  This record adds to the 
occurrence data and the conservation 
importance of the reserved corridor forest of 
Pauri Garhwal landscape in general. 

From the available literature, it is seen that 
the population of the species has declined 
80% throughout its distributional range due 
to habitat loss and illegal collection for pet 
trade (Moll 1989; Ihlow et al. 2016; Rahman 
et al. 2019).  The area where we sighted 

Image 2. Indotestudo elongata in its habitat. © Keyur Naria.
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the Elongated Tortoise is approximately 
200m close to the concrete road, human 
settlements, and farm.  Some people 
cut trees for fodder requirement for their 
livestock.  Also, construction of a road in the 
nearby area is in progress.  However, the 
major threats to the habitat and species are 
human encroachment and livestock grazing 
in the area.  Therefore, an eco-development 
plan should be made in such areas to reduce 
the biotic pressure from the villagers on the 
forest areas so that villagers, wildlife, and 
forests, can all co-exist in harmony.  Further, 
as shown by Khan et al. (2020), that > 90% 
of the predicted distribution area falls outside 
of the PA network in the Indian Subcontinent, 
the present sighting is also from reserved 
forest land, which does not fall in the PA 
network.  Hence, we suggest that such 
corridors and reserved forest areas should be 
given more protection.
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