S. Asian Reptile Network

Eastern Indian Leopard Gecko from the
plateau region of West Bengal, India
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A juvenile Eublepharis hardwickii on leaf litter in mixed vegetation forest floor in Ajodhya Hills, West

Bengal. © Supriya Samanta.

The Eastern Indian Leopard Gecko
Eublepharis hardwickii Gray, 1827 is a
nocturnal reptile belonging to the family
Eublepharidae. It is a forest dwelling
insectivorous species usually found on the
leaf litter or crevices of rocks and stones
(Ahmed et al. 2021). It has a reddish-brown
to dark brown body with cream-coloured
markings. The first U-shaped marking is
extended to the snout from the nape. Second
one is in the middle of the body and there are
four to five markings in the tail (Smith 1935).
It has a distinct black spot on the thigh
(Prakash et al. 2014).
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A juvenile Eastern Indian Leopard Gecko
was opportunistically sighted once in the
Belpahari, Jhargram district, West Bengal

on 17 June 2017. Only one adult individual
was there on leaf litter inside a sal plantation
beside the road. Other two sightings were in
Ajodhya Hills, Purulia district, West Bengal on
10 November 2020 and 21 July 2021. Both
those instances, the juveniles were found

on the leaf litter under mixed vegetation.
Photographs were taken with Canon 750D
camera with 18-55 lens.

It was described by Gray in 1827 on the basis
of specimens from Chittagong, Bangladesh
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Juvenile Eublepharis hardwickii in its natural
habitat in Ajodhya Hills. © Supriya Samanta.

(Smith 1935). But no record can be found
after that from Bangladesh. There is only
one record from West Bengal. That is from
Aushgram, Burdwan district (Chandra et al.
1997). Other records are from Barajamda
and Hazaribagh of Jharkhand, Khurda,
Jaypore, Similipal Biosphere Reserve and
Tikarpada of Odisha, Simhachalam and RV
Nagar of Andhra Pradesh & Gariyaband of
Chhattisgarh (Singh 1984; Dutta et al. 2009;
Mirza et al. 2014; Prakash et al 2014; Ahmed
et al. 2021).

References

Ahmed, M., K. Basak, P. Sarkar, M. Suraj & K.C.
Bebarta (2021). Snakes and Other Reptiles of
Chhattisgarh A Field Guide. Chhattisgarh State
Biodiversity Board, Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

Chandra, G., S.N. Chatterjee, C. Datta, M. Majumdar
& A. Nath (1997). Occurrence of the fat tailed gecko,
Eublepharis hardwickii Grey (Sauria: Gekkonidae)

with remarks on the variation in certain taxonomic
characteristics. Journal of the Bombay Natural History
Society 94: 165-166.

Zo0’s Print

S. Asian Reptile Network

Dutta, S.K., M.V. Nair, P.P. Mohapatra & A.K.
Mohapatra (2009). Amphibians and Reptiles of Simlipal
Biosphere Reserve. Regional Plant Resource Centre,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

Mirza, Z.A., R.V. Sanap, D. Raju, A. Gawai & P.
Ghadekar (2014). A new species of lizard of the genus
Eublepharis (Squamata: Eublepharidae) from India.
Phyllomedusa: Journal of Herpetology 13(2): 75-90.
https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.2316-9079.v13i2p75-90

Prakash, P., M. Raziuddin & A.K. Mishra (2014). Record
of East Indian Leopard Gecko Eublepharis hardwickii
Gray, 1827 (Squamata: Sauria: Eublepharidae) from
Hazaribag, Jharkhand, India. Reptile Rap 16: 24-26.

Singh, L.A.K. (1984). Eublepharis hardwickii (Reptilia,
Gekkonidae). The Kalakuta observed at Tikerpada, Orissa.
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 81(3):
708-709.

Smith, M.A. (1935). The fauna of British India, including
Ceylon and Burma, Reptilia and Amphibia-Sauria. Taylor
and Francis, London, 2: xiii+440 pp.

Acknowledgements: We are thankful to Mr. Debasish
Sharma, Divisional Forest Officer of Purulia Division for his
permission and support. We are also grateful to RHATC
mentors and fellows & all the members of Green Plateau
for their continuous encouragement.

Supriya Samanta’, Avik Dutta?, Bajrang

Kumar?® & Kirity Kumar*

'Department of Zoology, Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University,
Purulia, West Bengal 723104, India.

2Belpahari, Jhargram, West Bengal 721501, India.

4 Green Plateau, Hatirampur, Bankura, West Bengal
722121, India.

Email: 'supriyasamantai234@gmail.com (corresponding
author)

Citation: Samanta, S., A. Dutta, B. Kumar & K.
Kumar (2021). Eastern Indian Leopard Gecko from
the plateau region of West Bengal, India. Reptile
Rap #2183, In: Zoo’s Print 36(11): 25-26.

Vol. 36 | No. 11 26



