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Pangolins are one of the most trafficked
mammals on Earth (Aisher 2016). Chinese
Pangolin Manis pentadactyla Linnaeus, 1758
and Indian Pangolin Manis crassicaudata
Gray, 1827 are found in India out of eight in
the World (Menon 2014). The Indian Pangolin
is an ‘Endangered’ species according to

the IUCN Red list and listed as Appendix

1 on CITES (Mahmood et al. 2019). Itis
also a Schedule | species as per Indian
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (Menon 2014).
According to the census of wild animals in
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southern West Bengal 2002 report by Wildlife
Wing, West Bengal Forest Department, Indian
Pangolin population in Purulia district was 42.

During an opportunistic camera trap survey
one Indian Pangolin was photographed

on 12 August 2021 at Ajodhya Hills of
Purulia district, West Bengal, India. Purulia
Forest Department also rescued two Indian
Pangolins from poachers at Bararola and
Serengdi village adjacent to Ajodhya Hills
on 22 and 28 August 2021, respectively.
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Interstate poaching activity between

West Bengal and Jharkhand, forest fire,
deforestation, killing for consumption of meat,
habitat destruction are major threats to the
last remaining Pangolin population in Ajodhya
Hills.
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