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First record of Macrosiagon ferruginea
from Barabar Hills, Bihar, India

Macrosiagon ferruginea
(Fabricius, 1775) is reported
here for the first time from
Bihar, northeastern part of
India. M. ferruginea is
previously known to occur

in the Himalayan Range
(Kashmir, Gilgit, 35.920834 N,
74.308334 E).

Macrosiagon Hentz 1830

is the genus belongs to
Ripiphoridae (Coleoptera:
Tenebrionoidea) and is
widely distributed in the
Palaearctic region
contributing to 16 recognized
taxa worldwide (Batleka
2011a). Batleka (2008)
previously reported seven
species of Macrosiagon
Hentz, 1830 including

M. bimaculata (Fabricius,
1787), M. ferruginea
(Fabricius, 1755), M. fortieri
(Chobaut, 1893),

M. meridionalis (A.Costa,
1859), M. obertherii
(Fairmaire, 1879), M. praeusta

Female of M. ferruginea on Ziziphus jujuba plant in Barabar Hill
(Gebler, 1829), and area.
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M. terminata (Laporte, 1840) from different

countries.

In old India, M. ferruginea was only known
to occur in the Himalayan Range but now
it has expanded its distribution range from
the Himalayan Range to plains of Bihar and
authors have observed and photographed
this species during a nature walk in Barabar

Hills area during morning hours on 23 August.

Due to diverse host preferences and parasitic
lifecycles, Ripiphorid beetles are one of the
most interesting families for researchers
worldwide. The subfamily Ripiphorinae is
restricted to hymenopteran hosts including
Apidae, Hlictidae, Scoliidae, Crabronidae,
Sphecidae, Pompilidae, Vespidae, and
Tiphiidae (Selander 1991; Falin 2002; Batelka
& Hoehn 2007).

In India, the biology, ecology, and
biogeography are poorly studied and not
more data is available about Macrosiagon.

Synonyms

1. Mordella ferruginea (Fabricius, 1775)
2. Macrosiagon ferruginea (Bedel, 1895)
3. Ripiphorus indicus Hope, 1831

Distribution
Kashmir (Gilgit), Bihar (25.0055° N, 85.0680°
E; first record).
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Diagnostic Features

1. Elytra as long as abdomen.

2. Median lobe of pronotum without a short-
elevated process at apex, uncoloured elytra
without marking or black spots.

3. Eyes black, head dorsally orange, thorax
black.

4. Femur black, tibia orange, tarsus orange
and black at joints.

5. Hind wings black at the tip and the last
abdominal segments also black.

6. Base of antennae orange rest black.

The adult female of M. ferruginea was
observed on flowers of Ziziphus jujuba
(Rhamnaceae) in the grasslands of Barabar
Hill near Nagarjuni Museum. No mud wasp
nest was observed on nearest plant for
confirmation of host preferences and larval
development. The female was observed
resting on flowers in morning hours. Further
studies will be needed to confirm host
preferences and larval development in the
new flora and fauna as compared to the
Himalayan Range.
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