Record of Pallas’s Gull in Buxa Tiger
Reserve, West Bengal

Pallas’s Gull Ichthyaetus
ichthyaetus is a well-known
winter visitor to the Indian
subcontinent. The species
is associated with coasts,
rivers, and large water
bodies (Rasmussen &
Anderton 2012).

On 2 April 2010, a Pallas’s
Gull was rescued from
Atiabari Tea Garden (26.64 N,
89.50 E), Alipurduar District
in the northern West Bengal.
The tea garden is located

on the border of Buxa Tiger
Reserve (BTR).

The previous night, there
was a thunder storm and the
bird probably got disoriented
and was exhausted. The
villagers rescued the bird
that was in moribund
condition and it died on
reaching the forest office.
The bird was handed over
to the forest staff of BTR
and they preserved it at the
Nature Interpretation Centre
at Rajabhatkhawa.

The bird was an adult and in
summer plumage as its head
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and neck were black with two white crescentic patches below
and above the eyes (Ali & Ripley 1983).

The records of the species from Sikkim (Sharma & Bhat 2016)
and Assam (Muzaffar et al. 2008; Guo-Gang et al. 2014)
impelled the necessity to report this find as the BTR lies in
northern Bengal situated between the two states. There was
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no record of this species from BTR earlier,
although it has been regularly sighted at
Gajoldoba, Teesta River which is about 100
km away from BTR. In 2013, the species was
reported in the check list for BTR in the eBird
(Shome 2013). The rivers Torsha, Jaldhaka,
and Sankosh flow close by BTR, which could
be a suitable habitat for the species. The
study of Pallas’s Gull’s migration between
the Qinghai Lake, China (breeding ground)
and Bangladesh (wintering ground) showed
its regular passage through northern Bengal.
Although the global population of Pallas’s
Gull appears to be stable or increasing, its
population has declined at the Qinghai Lake,
China (Muzaffar et al. 2008; Guo-Gang et al.
2014). This is one of the important species
which is considered as the victim and
reservoir of the bird flu virus HSN1 and hence
it is necessary to put emphasis on its records
and monitoring in India.

References

Ali, S. & S.D. Ripley (1983). Handbook of the Birds of
India and Pakistan Together with those of Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. Compact Edition. Oxford
University Press Pp. i—xlii, 1 1., pp. 1-737, 56 II.

Guo-Gang, Z., L. Dong-Ping, H. Yun-Qiu, J. Hong-Xing,
D. Ming, Q. Fa-Wen, L. Jun, M. Tian, C. Li-Xia, X. Zhi &
L. Feng-Shan (2014). Migration routes and stopover sites
of Pallas’s Gulls Larus ichthyaetus breeding at Qinghai
Lake, China, determined by satellite tracking. Forktail 30:
104-108.

Muzaffar, S.B., J.Y. Takekawa, D.J. Prosser, D.C.
Douglas, B. Yan, Z. Xing, Y. Hou, E.C. Palm & S.H.
Newman (2008). Seasonal movements and migration of
Pallas’s Gulls Larus ichthyaetus from Qinghai Lake, China.
Forktail 24: 100-107.

Zo0’s Print

Rasmussen, P.C. & J.C. Anderton (2012). Birds of South
Asia: The Ripley Guide. 2 vols. Second edition. Lynx
Edicions, Barcelona.

Sharma, S. & D. Bhat (2016). Migratory Pallas’s Gull
Larus ichthyaetus (Pallas 1773): a new record from Sikkim,
the eastern Himalaya, India. Journal of Threatened

Taxa 8(12): 9449-9453. https://doi.org/10.11609/
jot.2123.8.12.9449-9453

Shome, A. (2013). eBird Checklist: https://ebird.org/
checklist/S52454430. http://www.ebird.org. Accessed on
02.ix.2021.

Acknowledgements: The author express gratitude to the
field director, Buxa Tiger Reserve and the frontline staff
of the Forest Department, West Bengal. Thanks are due
to the Bombay Natural History Society, Mumbai for the
support and encouragement. .

Sachin Ranade
Vulture Conservation Breeding Center, Rajabhatkhawa,
West Bengal, 735227, India. sachinranade@yahoo.com.

Citation: Ranade, S. (2022). Record of Pallas’s Gull in
Buxa Tiger Reserve, West Bengal. Bird-o-soar #115, In:
Zo0'’s Print 37(4): 27-28.

Vol. 37 | No. 4 28


mailto:sachinranade@yahoo.com



