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Recent records of the Red-necked 
Keelback from northeastern India

The Calamaria Reed Snake Liopeltis 
calamaria was originally described from Sri 
Lanka (Günther 1858) and subsequently 
reported from India (Smith 1943).  It is a 
terrestrial, diurnal snake usually preferring dry 
mixed deciduous habitats near water bodies, 
and also mostly found underneath rotten logs 
on the forest floor covered with a thick layer 
of leaf litter (Amarasinghe et al. 2020).  This 
species is insectivorous, having a preferred 

diet of smooth-bodied caterpillars, crickets, 
grasshoppers, and spiders (Narayanan 
et al. 2020).  It is known to inhabit mainly 
mountainous tracts including low 300 m 
(Karunarathna et al. 2004; Karunarathna & 
Perera 2010; Ganesh et al. 2018), mid 900 m 
(Chikane & Bhosale 2012) and high elevations 
1600–2000 m (Ferguson 1902; Wall 1921; 
Malhotra & Davis 1991).  In India, this species 
is found in the Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats 
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and Himalayan regions (Amarasinghe et al. 
2020).  In this note, we report a road killed 
Calamaria Reed Snake Liopeltis calamaria 
from Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, Nilgiris, Tamil 
Nadu, India. 

On 4 December 2021 at 14:30 hours, we 
photographed an adult road-killed Calamaria 
Reed Snake in dry deciduous forest (11.579 
°N, 76.590 °E) at an elevation of 880 m in 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, Tamil Nadu, India.  
We took photographs for further confirmation 
of this species and the specimen was 
collected and preserved.  The length of the 
individual was 280 mm.  Dorsal scale rows 
were 15:15:15, ventrals and subcaudals 141 
and 68, respectively, preocular 1, postoculars 
2, undivided nasal, and the third and fourth of 
seven supralabials extended to the eye.  The 
collected morphological data were used to 
compare with available information to confirm 
the identity (Smith 1943). 

Boulenger (1894) first reported Calamaria 
Reed Snake from Kotagiri area of Nilgiris 
and Wall (1921) subsequently recorded 
this species from higher elevation areas of 
Nilgiris region. Recently Narayanan et al. 
(2020) rescued the snake from Sholur area 
in upper Nilgiris.  The present record adds 
one more species of snake to the Mudumalai 
Tiger Reserve as well as the lower altitudinal 
record.  Further records of this species 
are highly warranted to understand the 
distribution pattern and altitudinal preferences 
of the species in Nilgiris. 
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