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First photographic documentation of 
Large-spotted Oakblue from West Bengal, 
India
The butterfly Arhopala 
nicevillei (Bethune-Baker, 
1903) is commonly known 
as Large-spotted Oakblue 
and  it belongs to the family 
Lycaenidae  under the genus 
Arhopala. Arhopala nicevillei 
is very rarely distributed all 
over India.  Only few records 
from West Bengal (Jalpaiguri), 
Sikkim, Assam & Manipur are 
found till date (Evans 1957; 
Gogoi 2015; Varshney & 
Smetacek 2015).  The present 

study reports first photographic record and 
rediscovery of A. nicevilei from West Bengal, 
India.

Both of the areas where A. nicevillei was 
sighted are under Ajodhya Hills. According 
to Google Earth, the study areas Thurga Falls 
& Khairabera Dam are located at 23.12°N & 
86.04°E with 370 m elevation and 23.15°N & 
86.00°E with 300 m elevation, respectively. 
Ajodhya Hills is a dry deciduous forest with 

Large-spotted Oakblue Arhopala nicevillei sighted 
at Turga Falls in Baghmundi, Purulia, W.B, India.  
© Adarsha Mukherjee

Large-spotted Oakblue Arhopala nicevillei 
sighted in Khairabera Dam under Ajodhya Hill 
range, Purulia, West Bengal, India. © Binay Kuiry.
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some moist patches in it and the temperature 
varies between 2.8–52°C (Samanta et al. 
2017). The average annual rainfall of the area 
ranges 1,100–1,500mm (Das 2016).

During recent field studies on 13 October 
2020 and 16 January 2021, the authors 
photographed one specimen of A. nicevillei 
from Thurga Falls and another specimen from 
Khairabera Dam of Ajodhya Hills, Purulia, 
West Bengal, India. Both of the specimens 
were photographed using Nikon D5300 and 
5600 camera with 70–300 mm lens. Authors 
were not able to get any dorsal or open wing 
photographs due to its puddling position.

The species was identified on the basis of 
unf discal band sinuous at vein 4 and unf 
spot in space 6 was much larger than the 

spot in space 5 (Evans 1957).  The images 
of the species were uploaded on the 
Butterflies of India website with media code 
fw642 and fw286 (Anonymous 2022).

There is no previous record of A. nicevillei 
from Purulia, Bankura, Jhargram & 
Mednipur districts under Chotanagpur 
Plateau area (Samanta et al. 2017; Dwari & 
Mondal 2020; Mukherjee & Mondal 2020) as 
well as other districts under south Bengal 
such as Kolkata, Birbhum, Nadia, North-24 
Parganas, South 24 Parganas (Mukherjee 
et al. 2015, Mitra et al. 2018).  But the 
species was reported by Evans 1957 
from Jalpaiguri, situated at the northern 
part of West Bengal.  Therefore, it can be 
concluded that this is the rediscovery of 
Large-spotted Oakblue Arhopala nicevillei 

Study areas Khairabera 
Dam and Turga Falls in 
Ajodhya Hills, Purulia, 
West Bengal, India. 
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from West Bengal after 63 years. As well as 
this is the first photographic documentation 
of Arhopala nicevillei from West Bengal &  It 
also belongs to one of the first photographic 
documentation from India.
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