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The Nicobar The Nicobar 
Project will end Project will end 
up destroying the up destroying the 
habitats of Vast habitats of Vast 

diversity of FLORA diversity of FLORA 
AND FAUNAAND FAUNA

DON’T KILL THE GOLDEN GOOSE !!!!DON’T KILL THE GOLDEN GOOSE !!!!

Concept by Melito Pinto and Illustration by Pooja 
Patil, RHATC Fellows 2022-23, Zoo Outreach 
Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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Coral Reef destruction

Denotification portions 
of Great Nicobar 
Biosphere Reserve 
and Galathea Bay

Indigenous 
communities 
displacement

12-20 
hectares loss 
of mangrove 
cover

Loss of nesting site for 
leatherback turtle

Development 
in seismically 
volatile land

Loss of dense 
forest cover

648 flora & 
330 fauna 
habitat 
destruction

Math doesn’t match for Great Nicobar Island ProjectMath doesn’t match for Great Nicobar Island Project

$$118 MILLION 118 MILLION ==  ~RS. 970 CRORE RS. 970 CRORE 

$$1.6 TRILLION 1.6 TRILLION ==  ~RS. 128 LAKH CRORERS. 128 LAKH CRORE

≠≠ DEFORESTATIONDEFORESTATION$1.6 TRI1.6 TRILLLLIONION

APPROXIMATELY APPROXIMATELY                                 OF COMPENSATORY AFFORESTATION              OF COMPENSATORY AFFORESTATION  $118 MILLION

As stated by Professor T. M. Das, trees are worth around $193250, including its worth 

of oxygen generation, control of air pollution and soil erosion, home to animals, and 

recycling of water. The Holistic Development of Great Nicobar Island Project will cut 

around 8.5 lakh trees. The compensatory afforestation allotted for the project does 

not even equal the amount of degradation the project will cause on the island. Along 

with that, the project will also spell trouble to its several wildlife and tribes.

Concept by Tandrali Baruah, 
RHATC Fellow 2022-23,  
Zoo Outreach Organisation, 
Coimbatore, TN, India.
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Would you be okay reading this happened to 
your habitat?

About 648 species of flora and 330 species of 
fauna, including rare and endemic ones like 
the Nicobar wild pig, Nicobar tree shrew, the 
Great Nicobar crested serpent eagle, the Nicobar 
megapode and many others will lose their habitats 
with the upcoming developmental project at the 
Great Nicobar Island.

Would you be okay if this 
happened to your habitat?

Concept and Illustration by: 
Lakshmi Nair, RHATC Fellow 2022-23,  
Zoo Outreach Organisation, 
Coimbatore, TN, India.

‘SOUTH MUMBAI ‘SOUTH MUMBAI 
GETS IN-PRINCIPLE GETS IN-PRINCIPLE 
CLEARANCE FOR CLEARANCE FOR 
DIVERSION OF 130 DIVERSION OF 130 
SQ KM OF CITY SQ KM OF CITY 
BUILDINGS’BUILDINGS’
Would you be okay reading 
this news headline?

Source: Wikimedia Commons
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WHY AR
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OUR HOME??? 

OUR HOME??? 

PLEA
SE H

ELP 
 

PLEA
SE H

ELP 
 

US!US!

* NICOBAR LONG TAILED MACAQUE (Macaca  
fascicularis umbrosa – VU)

* NICOBAR TREESHREW (Tupaia nicobarica – 
EN)

* NICOBAR CRICKET FROG (Minervarya nicobarien-
sis – EN)

* NICOBAR PIGEON (Caloenas nicobarica – NT)

*ONLY FOUND IN THE NICOBARS

RHATCRHATC
Report

Illustration and concept by Akansha Mishra 
and Rajib Saha, RHATC Fellows 2022-23, Zoo 
Outreach Organisation, Coimbatore, TN, India.
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