Isabelline Wheatear in Tiruchirappalli District of

Tamil Nadu, India

The Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabelline is
a migratory insectivorous bird species belongs
to the family Muscicapidae. The species

has a wide distribution range, breeding in
Northern Hemisphere and wintering in Africa
and India (Cramp 1988; Zheng 2002; Birdlife
International 2021). It is mainly found in

arid, open vegetated country, dry plains, semi
deserts and grasslands habitats. The diet consist
of invertebrates, particularly insects such as
beetles and ants and vegetable matter (Collar
2015). The Isabelline Wheatear is plain sandy-

brown in colour, head and bill look rather large
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and have a long legs. The tail is shorter more
white at base and sides. The wings sandy-
brown with constrastingly dark alula (Grimmett
et al. 2011).

It is considered as a rare winter migrant,
previously reported from Sri Lanka (Kaluthota
& Kotagama 2009), Konkan & Goa (Pande et
al. 2003), Andhra Pradesh in 2003 (Pittie &
Ulla 2006), Raichur District from Karnataka
(Ghorpadé et al. 2011), Kannur & Kottayam
districts of Kerala (Sashikumar et al. 2011), and

Tirunelveli & Thoothukudi districts from Tamil
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Table 1. Districts wise Isabelline Wheatear records in Tamil Nadu.

Districts Year Numb.er of Numbet: of
locations observations
1 | Coimbatore 2017, 2018, 2019 3 19
2 | Madurai 2021 1 1
3 | The Nilgiris 2019 1 1
4 | Thoothukudi 2013 1 1
5 | Tirunelveli 2011, 2012, 2016, 2019 2 4
6 | Tiruppur 2018, 2020 4 7
7 | Tiruvannamalai 2019 1 2
8 | Vellore 2020 1 1
9 | Tiruchirappalli 2021 1 1

TAMIL NADU

LEGEND
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Location of Isabelline Wheatear recordings in Tamil Nadu.

Nadu (Muthunarayanan et
al. 2013). On 14 November
2021, we went for a bird
watching at Omanthur village
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in Tiruchirappalli District,
Tamil Nadu. The surrounding
village landscape comprises of
grasslands and scrub habitats
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(11.04548 N & 78.66909 E and
elevation of 117 m). At 8.05
am, we observed a single bird
perching on large stones.

The bird colour, shape, size and

patterns were observed.

The bird was photographed
and later identified with the
help of a field guide (Grimmett
et al. 2011) as Isabelline
Wheatear. This is the first
ever record in Tiruchirappalli
District, Tamil Nadu. Later, this
first sighting was recorded and
entered in the ebird checklist
(https://ebird.org/checklist/
S97602461).

The previous records of
Isabelline Wheatear from Tamil
Nadu are very few and mostly
restricted to the northern,
western, and southern districts
of the state. There are nine

districts reported to record the
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bird as per the ebird portal including our record
(Table 1).

From 2011 onwards Isabelline Wheatear is
reported 37 times. Maximum observations
are from Coimbatore district and the nearby
Tirupur district. There are no details on its
ecology & behaviour and publications are also
very limited.
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