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Butterflies of Rhishijharan Waterfall, Gariaband, 
with three additions to the state fauna of 
Chhattisgarh, India

Recent studies on butterflies 
from Chhattisgarh list 170 
species, last updated with 
addition of Black Spotted 
Pierrot (Chand et al. 2022). 
The major contribution has 
been made by Sisodia (2019) 
who added 19 new records 
and listed 159 species from 
Chhattisgarh based on Chandra 
et al. (2014) and Dubey et al. 
(2015). Further addition to 
tally 170, has been made by 
Sisodia & Khirsagar (2020), 
Tandan et al. (2020, 2021a & 
b,) and Nihlani et al. (2021). 
Here we report three butterfly 
species for the first time from 
Chhattisgarh. 

Our survey area was restricted 
to the Rishijharan Waterfall 
(19.7798 & 82.5837), which 
is located in the Deobhog 
block of Gariaband District in 
the vicinity of Udanti-Sitanadi 
Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh, 
India. Rishijharan Waterfall 
is a small seasonal waterfall 
where the water flows in full 
force during the rainy season 
only, whereas a trickle of water 
continues throughout the year 

Abisara bifasciata. ©H. N. Tandan.

Prosotas noreia. ©Gulab Chand.
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Sarangesa dasahara. ©Ramanand Agrawal.

Track of butterfly walk on 28 November 2021.

Study area Rishijharan Waterfall.

from surrounding catchment 
areas. This water availability 
provides a good habitat for 
various fauna like butterflies, 
insects, some frogs, birds, 
and mammals. Month-wise 
observations of butterflies 
were made during October, 
November, and December, 
2021 in the morning hours 
of 0700–1100. Additional 
observations were made 
through a butterfly walk of 3 
km, in five hours, organized 
on 28 November 2021 in 
which a total six members 
participated in the survey. The 
butterflies were photographed 
using DSLR cameras. The field 
identification of butterflies 
was made with the help of 
Wynter-Blyth (1957), Haribal 
(1992), and Kehimkar (2016). 
Species identities were 
confirmed through online help 
by Krushnamegh Kunte, chief 
editor, Butterflies of India 
website:www.ifoundbutterflies.
org.

Family: Riodinidae
Sub Family: Nemeobiinae 

Abisara bifasciata Moore, 1877
Double-banded Judy

Individuals photographed: 28 
November 2021, 12 July 2020, 
15 July 2020, 17 September 
2020. Gulab Chand Atang, and 
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Deobhog, H.N. Tandan  at Kurud, & Ravi Naidu 
at KVNP & Jabeli in Bastar.
Known distribution: Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands (Varshney & Smetacek 2015). The 
distribution of this species has been updated 
recently that the subspecies A. b. bifasciata is 
endemic to Andaman & Nicobar, whereas A. b. 
suffusa is widely distributed from the Western 
Ghats to the Vindhya and Satpuda Hills, the 
Eastern Ghats, Himalaya, and northeastern India 
up to the Garo and Khasi Hills (Kunte et al. 2023).
Remarks: The species was photographed 
during the survey at Rishijharan Waterfall on 
28 November 2021. It was observed by us 
earlier, outside the survey, at Government 
Nursery, Bhatagaon, (20.8694 & 81.6998); 
Atang village (20.8927 & 81.7197) and at Kanger 
Valley National Park, Bastar. It has been also 
observed from Tapkara and Jashpur by Saurabh 
Singh & Ashwini Chauhan; in Naya Raipur, 
Mainpur, Deobhog, Manjhingarh by Gulab 
Sahu, Gulashan Kumar Sahu; and Pratap Singh 
recorded it from Nagari. All these observations 
from different localities in Chhattisgarh 
have been uploaded frequently on Indian 
Foundation of Butterflies website https://www.
ifoundbutterflies.org/ (Kunte et al. 2020). The 
observed individuals had pale green eyes with 
reddish-brown wings, differing from A. echerius 
which has green eyes. 

Family: Lycaenidae
Sub Family: Polyommatinae

Prosotas noreia (R. Felder, 1868)
White-tipped Lineblue 

Individual photographed: 28 November 2021, 
Gulab Chand and Ramanand Agrawal at 
Deobhog.
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Known distribution: Sri Lanka to Uttarakhand 
and northeast India onwards to Indonesia 
(Varshney & Smetacek 2015); India, Burma, 
Ceylon, and nearly all the Islands of the Malay 
Archipelago (Kehimkar 2016).
Remarks: Prosotas noreia is tailless, small 
sized (2.2–2.8 cm) butterfly, has white hair 
fringe along forewing apex (Kehimkar 2016) or 
white tip of forewing cilia hence its common 
name. The external margin is less convex in 
the forewing. Felder (1868) first described the 
species as Lycaena noreia (Bingham 1907). 
Three subspecies of Prosotas are P. noreia 
noreia (Tite 1963); P. noreia cyclops (Toxopeus 
1929); and the only subspecies that has been 
recorded in India is Prosotas noreia hampsonii 
(de Nicéville 1885) (Smetacek 2016). 

Family: Hesperiidae 
Sub Family: Pyrginae

Sarangesa dasahara (Moore, [1866])
Common Small Flat

Individual photographed: 18 November 2021, 
Gulab Chand and Ramanand Agrawal at 
Deobhog. 
Known distribution: Rajasthan to Orissa and 
south to Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh 
to northeastern India, Gujarat to Kerala and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Middle Andaman 
Is.) (Varshney & Smetacek 2015).
Remarks: This small-sized, fast, and ground 
flying Hesperiidae butterfly has a wingspan 
of around 30–35 mm, commonly found in all 
Chhattisgarh. It is a dull brown butterfly having 
semitransparent spots on wings. During present 
survey, we photographed the species on 18 
November 2021 but earlier we observed it first 
on 11 February 2019 at Kanger Valley National 

Park, subsequently observed from Jashpur, 
Kanker, Keshkal, Korba, Surajpur, and Sarguja.
The present survey documented a checklist 
of 57 species of butterflies belonging to 
six families systematically placed under 17 
subfamilies (Table 2). We referred to Chandra et 
al. (2014) and Sisodia (2019) for earlier records 
of butterflies from Chhattisgarh and found that 
the White-tipped Lineblue, Common Small 
Flat, and Double-banded Judy have not been 
recorded till now from Chhattisgarh State. 

Earlier, Abisara echerius (Stoll, [1790]) was 
observed from Bastar, Dantewada, Surguja, 
Korea, and Raipur districts (Chandra et al. 
2014). Sisodia (2019) listed A. bifasciata 
and A. echerius in tentative list of butterflies 
of Chhattisgarh and suggested for further 
confirmation of these taxon. Kunte et al. 
(2012) reported the A. bifasciata, A. neophron 
and A. fylla from northeastern India. The 
distribution of A. bifasciata shows Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands (Varshney & Smetacek 
2015). Bora (2015) reported four species of 
Abisara as A. fylla, A. bifasciata, A. neophron, 
and A. chela from Meghalaya. These reports 
show the distribution of A. bifasciata in India. 
We also photographed it during field survey 

Family
Number of species 

recorded

1 Nymphalidae 24

2 Lycaenidae 17

3 Hesperiidae 06

4 Pieridae 05

5 Papilionoidae 04

6 Riodinidae 01

Table 2. Family-wise number of species, recorded from 
Rishijharan Waterfall, Deobhog, District-Gariaband, 
Chhattisgarh, India (October–December 2021).
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at Chhattisgarh; hence the presence of A. 
bifasciata in Chhattisgarh has been confirmed 
with this report and there are already records 
from Surguja, Raipur, Dhamtari, Gariaband, 
Bastar, and Kondagaon districts of Chhattisgarh 
on IFB.


