Two new additions to the avifaunal diversity of
Chamba District, Himachal Pradesh, India

Birds are crucial to ecosystems
because they function as
biological indicators, manage
pests, pollinate and disperse
seeds (Gregory et al. 2003).
The avifauna of India is
incredibly diverse, comprising
485 genera and 1,332 distinct
species (Praveen et al. 2020).

Previous scientific studies

on the avifauna of Chamba
District, conducted by Marshall
(1884), Littledale (1898), Singh
(2011), Singh & Banyal (2013),
along with valuable insights
from other researchers, were
accurately compiled by Shah et
al. (2016). Their comprehensive
work identified 302 bird
species in Chamba District,
with subsequent publications
by Verma & Abhinav (2021) on
the Rustic Bunting and Abhinav
et al. (2022) on the Nepal
House Martin added new

records to the district.

It is important to note that the
data mentioned above do not
include the Chestnut-headed
Bee-eater Merops Leschenaultii
(Vieillot, 1817) and Rock

Eagle-Owl Bubo bengalensis
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Rock Eagle-Owl Bubo bengalensis (Franklin, 1831). © Deepak Garg Sharma.

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops Leschenaulti (Vieillot, 1817). © Deepak
Garg Sharma.

(Franklin, 1831). Thus, we
present two new bird records
for the Chamba District in this
note, contributing further to

our understanding of its avian
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diversity. On 4 November 2022,
at 0856 h, the first author
visited Mangla Village in the
Chamba District for birding. He

photographed an owl species
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using a Canon EOS 700D camera mounted
with a 150-600 mm Tamron G2 telephoto
lens at coordinates 32.5419N, 76.1167E,
1,069 m. The owl species was identified as the
Indian Eagle-Owl Bubo bengalensis (Franklin,
1831) based on Grimmett et al. (2016) and
consulting with experts. Over the next five
days, the owl’s activity was observed and
sighted four times during this duration. The
owl was predominantly found perched on top
of electricity poles in open fields, with a sparse
Pinus Forest nearby.

On 1 April 2023, at 0534 h, another noteworthy
avian observation was made by us in the
Chamba District. A pair of Chestnut-headed
Bee-eaters Merops Leschenaulti (Vieillot, 1817)
was sighted and photographed in Sach Village,
located at coordinates 32.5667N, 76.0978E, at
an elevation of 1,162 m. The bee-eaters were
spotted perched on a Bombax ceiba tree.

It is worth noting that the avifaunal diversity
of the Chamba District is not extensively
documented. Exploring and studying the
avian population in the district may unveil
several new and exciting species waiting to be
recorded.
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