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Making frog origami! Taxonomy 

of frogs made simple! We 

grouped these frog origami 

by their color, size, patterns, 

and shape.
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These sounds kept running in the background of my mind as I 
was traveling back to Coimbatore from Bisle. It was a 2-1/2 day 
workshop, on everything about frogs, held at a cozy cottage 
tucked amidst the dense greens, misty mountains, and the chilly 
winds of the Bisle Ghats. There were seventeen of us - the 
amateur wildlifers, each with their own purpose to learn and 
to explore the ribbity ribbit life of frogs. Some wanted to be 
able to identify the frogs & understand their behaviours, some 
wanted an experience to be amongst experts & witness their 
love for these funky creatures, and some, tired of their office 
concrete, wanted to soil their boots & feel the walk in a forest. 
The workshop was a mix of walks & talks with the frog experts. I 
share a few of the interesting tidbits, stories, interactions and 
experiences we had at the workshop here.
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Dr. K.V. Gururaja’s (KVG) awesome frog toy collections! check 

them out, when you meet him!

Heavy rains, cold air, dense plants, crazy sounds, 

absolute darkness. To locate a frog in this chaos 

was an absolute adventure!

During our walks, we recorded physical features of the frogs, 
habitat it was found in, call patterns, interactions with other 
wildlife and so on. Session by Dr. Vidisha kulkarni on how to 
document our observations through sketches and some key 
characters necessary to identify frogs at family level, helped us 
direct our observations better.
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During our morning survey, we came across a small puddle and 
the surrounding bush full of yellow turned male toads. Upon 
careful look, one could see a female underneath, non-yellow 
& brown in colour. This is called the amplexus position where 
the male holds the female firmly from behind, while mating. We 
spent a good 1-2 hours observing these guys and their ongoing 
dynamics. Oh toad, the stuff we observed! These guys can gyrate 
one’s mind!

There were mating pairs 

inside the puddle and in 

the bushes. Some individual 

males were in the bushes, 

constantly calling out 

& some were flocking 

around the pairs, trying to 

push the mating males off 

the female by physical 

push while also calling.

The mating males in the puddle had 

more competition in the puddle than 

the ones in the bush due to the 

number of males waiting to mount 

the female. So, some would mate in 

the bushes to avoid the hassle of 

fighting with a gang of males. But a 

female needs water at some point. 

So, they will have to make it to 

puddle sooner or later. And once 

they do, voila! The battle is on! They 

are surrounded by individual males in 

no time!

MATING MATTERSMATING MATTERS~~
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When the unpaired males were stressing the 

mating males, the mating male would make a 

*tick tick tiuuu* sound signalling them to not 

to come near. KVG brought this observation 

to our notice. Apparently, frogs don’t just 

have a mating call, but also alarming calls 

& other call types that we know nothing of!

I saw a mating male pushing the mating male of 

another pair from its hind legs. Why would it do 

that? Is it to ensure that the other non-mating 

males don’t surround them too? Now I don’t 

remember if they were surrounded by any 

unpaired males. So, whether it did it actively or 

not, only long careful observations might answer.

I saw a male that had mounted on top of the mating male 

that was not only aggressively trying to lift the mating 

male off the female but was also constantly calling out.

Around the end of the mating, 

the yellow colour of the 

male toad would eventually 

fade. Now, why do they turn 

yellow before mating?

The most beautiful thing we ever saw was the 

strings of eggs laid by the female. The eggs of 

frogs, fishes are anamniotes. Meaning, they have 

no shell and they require constant oxygen from 

surroundings. Hence the eggs are always laid 

inside a water/moisty area. This also explains 

why frogs are bioindicators. Small fluctuations 

in chemical composition & temperature of the 

water can hugely impact their survival.
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SOME COOL FROGGO FACTS/STORIESSOME COOL FROGGO FACTS/STORIES

Purple frog Nasikabatrachus 

sahyadrensis, comes out for 15 

days, only during monsoons in 

a year. While they are quite 

challenging to spot, one can 

hear their calls coming from 

underground! They were first 

recorded from Kerala and are 

endemic to western ghats of 

india.

Some tadpoles are 

terrestrial! They live 

on rocks and leaves 

till they become adults! 

like Southern Indian frog 

Indirana semipalmata!

During the previous Bisle frogwatch, 

people saw house centipede - 

Scutigera spp. feeding on a froglet! 

Whether it was scavenging a dead 

one or predating a live one, 

remains a mystery, until more such 

observations can be made.
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Kappe maduve (frog’s marriage)! 

At Udupi, Karnataka, people get 

two frogs married hoping that 

would bring rains. While a few 

conservationists reckon that this 

cultural belief has protected 

the wetland of these frogs for 

many years, a few feel upset 

with the irrationality and ignored 

animal welfare of such beliefs.
Mangaluru Narrow 

mouthed frog 

Microhyla kodial 

is found only in 

Mangalore, Karnataka, 

till date. It has no 

closest relatives 

in india. So, it is 

speculated that 

these frogs came 

here during timber 

shipments to India from 

Southeastern Asia.

There are a few frog 

species that have no 

tadpole, froglet stages. 

The frogs that hatch out 

of the eggs are already 

adults. All the growth 

happens inside the egg. 

For example, Chalazodes 

Bubble Nest frog 

Raorchestes chalazodes.
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A wildlife researcher’s haven! 

This place encourages any 

wildlife enthusiasts to study 

the landscape, species, 

habitat of Bisle by giving them 

a place to stay. This is not 

a recreational space for 

people to bring their family/

friends to hang out, but a 

learning space to explore 

biodiversity. If interested in 

doing a study, contact the Bisle 

frogwatch team.

Frogging is nothing 

but taking a sneaky 

peek into frog’s 

lives! :[]

The Bisle frog watch team has been doing this workshop for 
the past 11 years now. Research on bioacoustics, biogeography, 
natural history, taxonomy; education & many more aspects 
of frog conservation works are being explored by the team 
members. The workshop set the zeal to work on conserving the 
species much stronger in all of us.
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