News Update

Getting high on THC "2% in Honey Valley

Hidden snugly an the mudst of the emerald
carpets of coffee plantations, sucrounded by the

sty forest of Coors, wath meandering streams

bubblang with Lavghter to the seccets muemuced

by the waterfalds ies the beautiful Honey
Voldey homestay. Whth 1ts dverse array of

mothe, buttecflies, sprdecs, frogs, Leeches that

gwve Love brtes, and a zldion other vlolafe,
the whole place 15 o dedaght to any nature
Lover. Tt 1s at thus wonderful place that the
first of theee workshops as part of the Tropreal
Hecpetology Course was conducted from the ( (

to (% August 2022,

FAnujtalking about
fgeographic rangesiand
Kdistribution/maps.

g
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Headed by herpetologiste Vavek Phalap Cyrrac,
Shubham Prashanth Somt, and naturodist
Amatya Shacma, the first theee=day workshop
was focused on wntroductng the diverstty and
dastributron of hecpetofauna. Partactpants
feom dverse fredds took part n the course.
The Juvenide Beddome s Keelback which we
found 1ght outstde our accommodation gave
the workshop an excitang stact. Vavek started
off the course by antroductng herpetology
with o Lavedy presentation guving 9lobal
perspectaves of the distetbution and deverstty
of amphibrans with interestang stortes about

the evolutionary Mstory weaved 1n through

“’Cat Skink:
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1t He adso gave a breef overview of the
morphology and wdentafication features of the
broad famulres of frogs an Tnda corcelatang
them with thear ecology. Thas was followed

by Shubham ' s interactive session on the various
methods of documentation and the wmportance

\

king at a Ponmudi busi'l frog.

of documentation. He mghlrghted the numerous
wovs n whnch thus data can be used for research

)

and anadysts 1f documented properdy. He also
stressed about the ethics that should be
moantatned durtng the process.

© Priyank Shah.
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After Lunch, we did a fun actanty where we
anadysed a few gpectmens of frogs to try and
quess thear prefecred hobitat and famuly=Level
rdentaficataon by Lookang at there morphologrcol
characters. As the sun set over the hortzon and
the cacophony of cicadas slowly started dytng
out,, the chorus of frogs began. Armed with the
enowledse we had goned from mormng and havang
had enough of seeang these beautrful creatures
wn pretures, we stepped into the dackness, fulled
R with antactpation to see them first—hand,
©,SwaathilNa
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Tngpreed by hearng o few smppets of the talks,

JuvenileiBeddomes Keelback. © NishaBG.
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a few other people who had come on a vacation
to the homestoy jomned us for herping. The
mght cewarded us with Wayanad Naght Frog
Nyctibatrachus grandis, N. minimus, Malaboc
Tocrent Tood Blaira ornata, €legont Dancang Frog
Micrixalus elegans, Cracket Frog Minervarya
¢p., Skatterng Frog Euphlyctis cyanophylctis,
vartous species of Indosylvirana, severad species
of bush frogs, Monilisaurus sp., sheldtord

snake Uropeltis <p., and a Malabar Vane Snake

Mrunali Raut’presenting her
thesis work. © Shubham Soni.

Ahaetulla borealis.

The second doy started with the melodious note
of the Malabar Whistdang Theush and Vavek
gwing a global perepectave about reptales. The
wnfectrous enthustasm he has when he speaks
about snakes WL make anone fall wn Love with
these amazing creatures. He gpoke about reptale
daversity, thear distebution, morphology,

and scolle comtang. He showed us examples of

the wmportant cole that scalation ploys wn

duffecentiotang betieen tiwo spectes.

The foscnatang workd of skanks was ntroduced
to us by Ameuddha Datta—Roy. The talk was
gwen not on the basts of the dversity but on
thear brodogy whach ensured we started admrang
these beautiful creatures from a whole new
Lens. One of the wnterestang facts he told us
was that some skanks have this amazing bty
to be both gravid and pregnant, which means

they con Loy eg9s ond give baerth to Lave voung

ones st taneousdy.

)

a-S_yegrchingg(f, ingithe herpwalk.

7ir1 QOCtimeﬁtation. g X B
© Nisha BG. A .'.S:.
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T;\s'._23 team with AniruddhalDatta:Ro
hisitalk on skinks. © Shubham Sonik

VIt was amposeible for us to stay anstde after
Listening to Roy's talk about skinks. The
weather outetde was sunny and qust perfect for
sghtang skanks. And sure enough, we sow tivo
spectes of skanks, Bronze Grass Skank Eutrophis
macularia, a cot skank Ristella ¢p., and other
reptades Lake Whynad Day Gecko Cnemaspis
wynadensis, Beddome ¢ Keelback Amphiesma
beddomei, and a Steped Corall Snake Calliophis
nigrescens. The genus Ristella gets 1ts name of
cat skank because of 1ts rectractable clows. The
gkanks were photographed at different angles,
whach we Later used to Leam about dachotomous
keys and how to 1dentafy a gpecies using them.
Oue amtaad plan was to 90 to the nearest shola
patch, but we 4ot sidetracked by these amazing
fnds and ended up near a watecfoll.

After thus refreshing walk, we gatheced back to
heat about the work of Anuj Shinde, a master s
student from Tel Avav Untverstty an Teraed,
and Meunada Raut, a postgraduate from Mumban
Unaveretty. Anug spoke about geographic ranges
and dastrbution maps and why we showld thank
twce before cedyang on any distetbution mop.
He adso showcased how much work can be done

by utdrazing the secondary data obtouned from
citazen setence imitaataves. He adso encouraged
oL of us to start recording oue observations

an other catazen science tmtrataves such as

the Shieldtodd Mopping Project, 1BF (Indion
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Brodiversity Portad), iNaturadast, etc.
Meunada presented her thests = owtposttion

aute preference and hatchung success of the
Tndian Golden—backed Frog Indosylvirana indica.
Tt was fascanatang to heae about the hard

work that was put wn from her stde and that
you don’t need fancy, expensive equipment to
destgn and amplement a good research project.
Amatya Shorma s nitaal observation of the

e9g clutches ploved a vital role an shaping the
research whach hghdrghtes the significance of a
coldaboration between natucadrste and wilddife
reseacchers, The second mght of herping proved to
be qust as frutful as the first mght. We ot
to see a Kodagu Stewped Caecidion Ichthyophis
kodaguensis, o Tcavancore Wolf Snake Lycodon
travancoricus, ond several frog cpectes.

The fmad dov ended with an ntrigung talk
on species delanutation, the vartous different
gpectes concepts, and the problems with
overestamation and underestamataon of spectes
daversity. Vavek also spoke about the ules of
nomenclature, the process belnd describing

a new spectes, and the problems behind
contemporary spectes delimitation.

Apact from the actual course content, and seetng
approxamatedy 20 spectes of herps, the whole
expertence tumed out fabulous because of the
passton the entare geoup hod for herpetology. Tt
wos theee fuld days of herp tadks, herp walks,
and even g0se1ping sesetons were productave because
1t was about herp taxonomy. The workshop wos
made more gpectad because of the extra cace that
the mentors took to make sure we understood
everythung, answered ald our questions with
pataence, and followed up with thete word by
sending extra refecence materiads and fun reads
on herpetology.
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reptile and amphibian behaviors.

Tropical Herpetology Course

It is a comprehensive course on amphibian and reptile biology which includes field visits to three
different places in the Western Ghats, research talks by experts, hands-on activities, and lots more.
The course has three main mentors — Vivek Philip Cyriac, an evolutionary ecologist and herpetologist
who has predominantly worked on uropeltid snakes, Shubham Prashant Soni, an ecologist and
herpetologist interested in understanding behavioral processes that underline the evolution of
herpetofauna, and Amatya Sharma, a naturalist & wildlife photographer interested in documenting

In 2023, the course has been split into three individual workshops.
Workshop 1 — Honey Valley Homestay, Coorg (11-13 August) — Diversity & Distribution.

Workshop 2 — The Niche, Sirsi (8—10 September) — Natural History & Field Surveys.
Workshop 3 — Chikkamagaluru (location & date TBA) — Behaviour & Publishing.
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