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Painted Jezebel recorded for the first time from
Purba Medinipur district of West Bengal, India

The Painted Jezebel Delias
hyparete (Linnaeus, 1758) is a
beautiful butterfly with mainly
yellow in colour with red
marginal spots which belongs
from Pieridae family. Global
distribution of this species is
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, and India (Kehimkar
2008; Wynter-Blyth 2009;
Smetacek 2017). And its Indian
distribution is known from
Uttarakhand to Arunachal
Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, and Andaman
Islands (Kehimkar 2008;
Varshney 2015; Smetacek
2017).

On 23 April 2020, while we
were roaming around in search
of birds and other wildlife

in the small forest patch
(21.9005 N, 87.5380 E) inside
Rukminipur village of Egra-ll
block, Purba Medinipur, West
Bengal, we saw this beautiful
butterfly flying lazily and

sat on a leaf. We took a few
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Painted Jezebel Delias hyparete from Rukminipur village of Purba Medinipur
district, West Bengal. © Asim Giri.

Location where Painted Jezebel Delias hyparete was photographed at
Rukminipur village of Egra-ll block, Purba Medinipur.
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photographs of this and later it was identified
as Delias hyparete following the keys from field
guides and books (Evans 1932; Kehimkar 2008;
Wynter-Blyth 2009). The major characters-

not ringed red marginal spots on hind wing
and the row outwardly bordered by black are
the primary keys which differentiate it from
the most similar species, Common Jezebel D.
eucharis (Kehimkar 2008).

Though D. hyparete is not rare in northern

part of West Bengal like Alipurduar district,
there also few records from southern part too.
After accessing the literature and inaturalist.
org & ifoundbutterflies.org portals we found
that there are only four recent records of this
species in last five years from Purulia, Bankura
and Howrah district of southern West Bengal
(Dutta et al. 2019; Anonymous 2023; iNaturalist
2023).

References

Anonymous (2023). Delias hyparete (Linnaeus, 1758)
— Painted Jezebel. In Kunte, K., S. Sondhi & P. Roy
(Chief Editors). Butterflies of India, v. 4.12. Published
by the Indian Foundation for Butterflies. https://www.
ifoundbutterflies.org/delias-hyparete. Accessed on
11.vii.2023.

Dutta, W., D. Bhunia, S. Seal & P. Ray (2019). New
distribution record of butterfly species from AJC Bose
Botanical Garden, Howrah, India. Bugs R All #178, In:
Z00’s Print 34(12): 22-25.

Evans, W.H. (1932). The Identification of Indian

Butterflies. 2nd Ed. Bombay Natural History Society,
Mumbai, 454 pp.

Zoo’s Print

#273
21 November 2023

Newsletter of the
Invertebrate Conservation & Information Network of South Asia (ICINSA)

iNaturalist (2023). https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations?place_id=7158&subview=table&taxon_
id=245891, [ https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/102706295 & https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/42158801. Accessed on 11.vii.2023.

Kehimkar, 1. (2008). The Book of Indian Butterflies.
Bombay Natural History Society, Oxford University Press,
Delhi, 497 pp.

Smetacek, P. (2017). A Naturalist’s Guide to the
Butterflies of India. Prakash Books India Pvt. Ltd., New
Delhi, 176 pp.

Varshney, R.K. & P. Smetacek (eds.) (2015). A Synoptic
Catalogue of the Butterflies of India. Butterfly Centre,
Bhimtal and Indinov Publishing, New Delhi, 261 pp.

Wynter-Blyth, M. A. (2009). Butterflies of the Indian
Region. Today & Tomorrow’s Printers and Publishers, New
Delhi, 408 pp.

Asim Giri! & Tarak Samanta?

!Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling,
West Bengal 734104,, India.

2 Nature Mates — Nature Club, Kolkata, West Bengal
700032, India.

Emails: giriasim2013@gmail.com (corresponding
author), #taraksamanta995@gmail.com

Citation: Giri, A. & T. Samanta (2023). Painted Jezebel
recorded for the first time from Purba Medinipur district
of West Bengal, India. Bugs R All #273, In: Zoo’s Print
38(11): 19-20.

Bugs R All is a newsletter of the Invertebrate
Conservation and Information Network
of South Asia (ICINSA)

Vol. 38 | No. 11 20






