Ecotourism Unmasked: Profits at the Cost of

Environmental Degradation

Chikkamagaluru also known ag the land of coffee
lieg in the Malnad eub-region of Karnataka. [t ie
located at a distance of 25! km from the capital
city of Bengaluru, sharing ite borders with Hagean,
Udupi, Dakshina Kannada, Shimoga, Davangere,
Tumkur, and Chitradurga districte. Geographically,
it ie located between [2.9117 & 13.898! N and
between 750794 & 76.36309 E. [t includes the
taluk Koppa, Sringeri, Naragimharajapura, Tarikere,
Kadur, Mudigere, Kalaga, and Chikkamagaluru.
Around 6O% of the digtrict ig a part of Wegtern
Ghate including Kudremukha National Park and
Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary, and home to numerous
waterfalle and hill etationg. [t receiveg [,900+ mm
of annual rainfall. Tropical evergreen forest, wet
deciduoug foregt, dry deciduoug foregt, and dry
forest are found in thig dictrict. The population of
the digtrict according to an estimate in 2022 wag
,502,109. Chikkamagaluru ig one of the mogt
famoug tourist degtination, and witness heavy

Map highlighting some of the most popular ecotourism
destinations of Chikkamagaluru district.
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Map of Karnataka highlighting Chikkamagaluru district.

inflow of touriste from all the parte of the state and
country. My curiogity and concern to know about
the impactg of ecotourigm on environment led me to
meet wildlife activiet and congervationiet, D.U. Girigh
with whom [ digcussed the following thinge.

Heavy inflow of touriste

Due to the emergence of the ocial media platforme
especially Instagram, it hag become a gource of
information for people to explore new places. Olaces
which were unknown to people for the past several
yearg have all of a sudden become the mogt popular
tourist destinations and there ig a hike in the number
of touriste. An article publighed by the Agianet
Suvarna News ctated that the number of touriste
vigiting Chikkamagaluru hag crosged three million in
juet gix monthe (Jan-Jul) 2023 and is expected

to crosg eight million. Chikkamagaluru district hag a
emall population of 15 lakhe and the Chikkamagaluru
town population ig around 1.6 lakhs. Which meang
that the district ie witnesging touriste almost 5



Image depicting the traffic caused due to heavy inflow
of tourists at Kemmangundi, Chikkamagaluru.
© Zabi Ullah.

timeg the existing population. The regources which,
are meant for small population ig now being utilized
by large number of people. There i¢ a term called
‘carrying capacity’ which meang that each place will
have a certain limit to which it can accommodate
the people go that the tourigte get good experience
of the natural beauty at the same time the local
environment ig undigturbed.

The numberg have gone way beyond the carrying
capacity. Thege uncontrolled numberg hag led

to problemg like digturbing the air quality, sound
pollution by the vehicleg, traffic which wag an urban
phenomenon hag now reached to the remote places.
When the crowd ie very high it ig very difficult

to manage the place hence it hag resulted in the
littering of the plastic wagteg at the gpote in large
amountg, it ig aleo digturbing to the wildlife.

Uncontrolled number of homestays and resorts
Homestayg and resorte are the integral part of the
tourigm. Ag the number of tourigte increage the
number of homestays and regortg algo increages.
There are 53 homestays and resorts that are
registered under the ecotourigm development board
but in reality the numbers are way beyond, there are
around 80O plug homestays and resorts according
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to my eurvey conducted uging google earth making
250 plug unregictered oneg. There are many
homestaye and regortg that are being congtructed
ingide the gengitive regiong, very cloge to the foregt.
[t hag regulted in the degradation of the forest. [t
hag become a party place where they play loud
mugic, consume alcohol and enjoy themgelves,
which, disturbg the wildlife and the local people.
The concept of homegtaye wag that it would help
the local community being a source of employment
and economic growth but it hag aleo turned

into commercial buginese where many outsiders
have purchaged the landg and have congtructed
homegtayg. [n many places they exploit the water
regources.

Image depicting plastic litter at Mullayanagiri,
Chikkamagaluru. © Zabi Ullah.



Table. Number of registered homestays and resorts
in Chikkamagaluru district. Source: District Tourism
Development Council, Department of Tourism,
Chikkamagaluru.

Taluks Number of homestays and
resorts
1 Chikkamagaluru 321
2 Mudigere 166
3 Koppa 20
4 Sringeri 11
5 Tarikere 07
6 Kalasa 04
7 Kadur 01
8 Narasimharajpura 01
Total 531

Actual number of homestays and resorts in
Chikkamagaluru district.

Poor management by the Karnataka

State Forest Department and Ecotourigm
Development Board.

They have no regtriction on the number of tourigte
vigiting per day which hag resulted in the problem
of overcrowding and inconvenience. Many places
do not have enough number of gtaff to manage the
crowds. Bagic facilities like toilets, drinking water
facilities, plastic monitoring, dust bing are not been
managed by the departmente. Moreover, many
places do not have the entry fee and no gtaff by the
department.
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Jungle lodges and resorts

Most of the jungle lodges and regorts are being
congtructed within the gensitive regiong; for example,
Bhagawathi nature camp in Kudremukha, hill regort
in Kemmangundi, and River Tern lodge in Bhadra
Regervoir. Air pollution, noise pollution by vehicles
due to heauy inflow of tourigte and activities such ag
camp fire will impact the wildlife causing disturbance,
change in the animal behaviour and aleo migration of
the wild animale.

Ecotouriem policy

Karnataka state hag tourism policy to regulate

the touriem, in which it clearly mentiong that the
ecotourigm shall focug on increaging awarenesg
towards congervation and sugtainability of
biodiversity and natural environment. [+ also
mentiong that tourigm ghall be done after careful
congideration of the destination’s carrying capacity
and in adherence to the orders and guidelineg iseued
by the relevant authorities. They have also mentioned
the water congervation and harvesting, adopting
renewable gource of energy and adopting pollution
control meagureg, but all these are not being
effectively implemented. Since the district witnesges
heavy inflow of tourists there i¢ a need for geparate
ecotourigm policy for the digtrict to manage the
ecotourigm, many environmentaligte have raiged their
voice for the cauge.
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