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Arrowhead Softshell Turtle Amyda ornata

(Gray, 1861)

Taxonomy

The Arrowhead Softshell Turtle was originally
described as Amyda ornata by Gray, 1861. It
was formerly considered to be part of Amyda
cartilaginea, however, it is now considered

a genetically distinct species with three
subspecies (Fritz et al. 2014), Amyda ornata
ornata (Gray, 1861), Amyda ornata jongli
(Praschag & Gemel, 2022), and Amyda ornata
phayrei (Theobold, 1868).

Geographic Range

Assam: Cachar District, Dhalchera, Phaisen Hills;
Kamrup District, Guwahati (Praschag & Gemel
2022).

Manipur: Tangjeng Khunou,Bishnupur District;
Tallian , Pherzwal district Tallian (Zothanmawia
2022); Tuilen, Tallian, Bungjang, Suahzahau &
Tuolbung, Churachandpur District (Linthoi 2013;
Habibullah 2016).

Mizoram: Dampa Tiger Reserve; Palak Lake
(Ahmed & Das 2010; Pawar & Birand 2001);
Tuirial River drainage, Ngengpui Wildlife
Sanctuary (Praschag & Gemel 2022).

Nagaland: Exact location not specified (Chandra
et al. 2021).

Tripura: Narichera Stream, tributary of Khowai
River, North District (Praschag & Gemel 2022).
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Population

There is no information available on the
population of this species in the northeastern
region of India. It has been only reported from a

few specimens.

Habitat & Ecology

In the dry seasons when the hill streams flow
sluggishly, they burrow in silt/sand of the
streambed in the daytime (Pawar & Choudhury
2000). Generally found in rivers, marshes, and
upland streams with soft bottoms (Linthoi 2013)
and rocky bottomed hill streams (Ahmed &

Das 2010). They are mainly recorded from river
banks, lakes, streams, swamps, and tributaries
(Auliya et al. 2016).

Threats

Overexploitation may be responsible for the fact
that recent reports of its occurrence exist only
from the headwaters of the major river systems
(Praschag & Gemel 2022). Turtles have declined
dramatically in the region due to indiscriminate
harvest from the wild as well as loss of habitats
and also being harbored as pet in public houses
as well as being sold as bush meat in the local
markets (Kundu et al. 2016) and for pet trade
(Rahman et al. 2015).

Red List Status

India: Although there are several threats,
the Indian population of this species is ‘Least
Concern’ as the population size reduction

(population trends) cannot be assessed due to
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unavailability of data on the population trend
of the species; geographic range of the species
involving extent of occurrence is >20,000 km?

and the area of occupancy is >2,000 km?. But
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