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First distribution record of the rare Anomalous 
Nawab from Jharkhand, India

Polyura agrarius 
(Swinhoe, 1887), from 
Tagore Hills, Ranchi, 
Jharkhand, India.  
© Debasish Mahato.

The butterfly Polyura agrarius 

(Swinhoe, 1887) is commonly 

known as Anomalous Nawab. 

The name is based on its 

resemblance to the Common 

Nawab Polyura athamas, 

which was described before 

the discovery of this species. 

It belongs to the brush-

footed butterflies of the 

subfamily Charaxinae under 

the family Nymphalidae. The 

genus Polyura contains 26 

morphologically delineated 

species (Smile 1982), and is 

restricted to the Indo-Malayan 

and Australasian ecozones 

(Toussaint et al. 2015). 

 

Polyura agrarius (Swinhoe, 

1887) has been reported to 

have a localized distribution 

in India with records from 

southern to central, western 

(Gujarat) to northern 

(Uttarakhand, Punjab, and 

Himachal Pradesh), and 

northwestern (Rajasthan) 

to northeastern (Sikkim and 

Arunachal Pradesh) parts 

of the nation (Kehimkar 

2016; Mehra et al. 2017; 

Smetacek 2017). This species 

shares same distribution and 

habitats with Polyura athamas 

(Smetacek 2017). The males 

of this fast-flying butterfly 

species are highly territorial 

and exhibit patrolling, fighting 

and hill-topping behaviour. 

They are attracted to faeces 

and carrion while both sexes 

are attracted to over-riped 

fruits and plant sap (Kehimkar 

2016; Smiles 1982; Smetacek 
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Distribution of Anomalous Nawab in the Indian subcontinent including the 
present report from Tagore Hill in Ranchi, Jharkhand (location icon in red). 
(Anonymous 2024).

2017). It is a rare species; 

nevertheless, its status has not 

been assessed by the IUCN Red 

List till date (Kehimkar 2016; 

Smetacek 2017).

One point of disagreement 

among lepidopterists has been 

Polyura agrarius’s ordered 

status. The species was first 

reported by Swinhoe (1887) 

from Mhow and Assirghur in 

Madhya Pradesh, India. This 

species was placed under the 

genus Charaxes by Swinhoe 

(1887). A few lepidopterists, 

including Evans (1932) 

and Wynter-Blyth (1957), 

addressed the species status 

of this specimen. P. agrarius 

was preferred to be considered 

a subspecies of P. bharata 

Felder, 1867 (then P. athamas 

Drury, 1773). The taxonomic 

puzzle of this enigmatic 

species continued for more 

than a century until recent 

molecular studies by Toussaint 

et al. (2015) confirmed the 

identity of P. agrarius. The 

present study reports a 

new distributional record 

for this species from Ranchi 

in Jharkhand, India, which 

expands its distribution range 

in the country. 

On 25 March 2023, during a 

field study, one specimen of 

P. agrarius was recorded from 

Tagore Hill situated in the 

Ranchi District of Jharkhand, 

India. It was photographed 

using Canon EOS 77D with 

Canon 55–250 mm lens at 

1121h. 

The butterfly was perching 

on a leaf of an Indian Date 

Tree Phoenix sylvestris. The 

specimen was not collected. 

It was identified on the basis 

of two small pale-yellow dots 

present in the sub-apical region 

of the forewing. Width of pale 

green band across both wings 

is very variable. 

The study area Tagore Hill 

also known as Morabadi Hill is 
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Polyura agrarius (Swinhoe, 1887) was hitherto 
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India like Madhya Pradesh (Mehra et al. 2017). 
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Tagore Hills) and West Bengal. As a result, 

this record is also filling the distributional gap 

between Chhatisgarh and West Bengal. And it 

will expand the distributional range of Polyura 

agrarius. Based on the photographic evidence, 

we confirm the presence of Polyura agrarius in 

‘the land of forests’, Jharkhand State.
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