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Note on the unusual feeding behavior of Wild 
Boar observed in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, 
Tamil Nadu, India

The Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa is one of the 
most widely distributed mammals in the World, 
with its native range extending from western 
Europe to southeastern Asia (Massei & Genov 
2004). Wild Boars are opportunistic omnivores, 
consuming food of both plant and animal 
origin. Their diet generally includes plants such 
as crops, fruits, nuts, roots, and green plants, 
supplemented with bird eggs, carrion, small 
rodents, insects, and worms. This note presents 
the unusual feeding behavior of a Wild Boar in 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, Tamil Nadu, India.

On 30 March 2023, we recorded a pack of 
Dhole Cuon alpinus (n = 7) hunting a male 
Spotted Deer Axis axis in the Masinagudi area 
of Mudumalai Tiger Reserve. The pack of 
Dhole successfully captured the Spotted Deer 
and started eating it while it was still alive. An 
adult Wild Boar approached the Spotted Deer. 
Initially, the Wild Boar was driven away by the 
Dhole pack two to three times. However, the 
Wild Boar aggressively drove away the Dholes 
from the hunted Spotted Deer and surprisingly 
started feeding on the live Spotted Deer. 

A similar observation was made in Royal 
Chitwan National Park, Nepal, where a large 
Wild Boar displaced an adult Leopard from 
its kill, a domestic buffalo calf, and partly 
consumed it (William Oliver pers. obs.). 
Park staff reported that this boar regularly 
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commandeered such kills, although no other 
individual pigs had been observed exhibiting 
this behavior. This observation indicates strange 
behavior for Wild Boars in nature. 

Wild Boars are omnivores and can be predators 
that opportunistically consume carrion (Wilson 
& Wolkovich 2011). However, the relative 
proportion of scavenged versus preyed-upon 
vertebrate foods in Wild Boar diets is often 
unknown (Taylor & Hellgren 1997) because it is 
frequently impossible to determine whether an 
animal was killed or ingested as carrion (Wood 
& Roark 1980). Wild Boar has occasionally been 
reported to predate larger vertebrates, such as 
deer fawns and (tethered) goats (Hoogerwerf 
1970), although such incidents may involve 
only a few individuals in the population. 
Pauwels (1980) noted similar behaviour when 
referring to the predation of sea turtle nests 
by Wild Boars in Ujung Kulon. Wild Boars 
are also predators of ground-nesting birds 
(Giménez-Anaya et al. 2008) and amphibians 
(Carretero & Rosell 1999). Even though this is 
an opportunistic observation, considering its 
novelty, it should be scientifically documented.
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