First photographic record of Indian Grey Wolf in
Birbhum District, West Bengal, India

The Indian subcontinent is
the home of two subspecies
of wolves, the Indian Wolf or
Indian Grey Wolf Canis lupus
pallipes, widely ranging over
most of peninsular India, and
the Tibetan Wolf Canis lupus
chanco inhabiting the trans-
Himalayan region (Wildlife
Institute of India 2018).

Indian Grey Wolf was once
considered one of India’s most
widespread land mammals.
However, owing to land use
and land pattern changes,

its population is shrinking
sharply due to the loss of
suitable habitats (Sheldon
1992). Thus, this species is
listed as a Schedule | species
in the Wildlife (Protection)
Amendment Act of 2022. This
species is found across arid,
semi-arid forest patches, open
plains, grasslands, and vast
agricultural fields and deserts.
In eastern India, they mostly
prefer dry deciduous forest
patches and open forest plains,
grasslands, scrublands, and
agricultural lands (Saren et

al. 2019). Additionally, due to
the loss of natural prey base,
a considerable shift in their
dietary preferences towards
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Photograph of the female Indian Grey Wolf taken at Birbhum district.
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Study site where the photographs were taken. © Manish Kumar
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domestic livestock is visible
throughout India, which can
instigate retaliatory hunting.
Nowadays, the conservation
of this apex predator species
is prioritized throughout India
as it plays several vital roles
in maintaining ecological

integrity.

Vol. 40 | No. 2

Jhala et al. (2022) meticulously
studied the status of Grey
Wolves in India, and that
study recorded nearly 3,300
wolves in India, with Madhya
Pradesh harboring the highest
population, followed by
Rajasthan. Saren et al. (2019)
also did a wide-ranging survey
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on the richness of Indian wolves in three

districts of West Bengal, namely Bankura,
Purulia, and West Midnapore, and encountered
11 wolves. Biswas et al. (2008) mentioned that
this species is restricted to only small pockets of
southern West Bengal, primarily due to habitat
loss. However, no previous record about the
distribution of Grey Wolves from the Birbhum

District was prevalent.

During a field visit in February of 2024,
authors found and successfully photographed
a female Indian Grey Wolf strolling through
the agricultural fields of Paschim Bahadurpur
(23.65623N, 87.62967E) village of Birbhum
District at around 1450 h. The individual
photographed had sandy brown fur, well-
developed nipples, and a long tail. This species
was identified from field guides (Menon 2014).
The dog-like appearance, large head, higher
leg length to body ratio, elongated muzzle, and
slightly curved tail were good indicators of the
species. This is the first photographic evidence

of this species from Birbhum District.

Our study has confirmed the presence of the
Indian Grey Wolf in the Birbhum District, and
this baseline information will surely encourage
more detailed studies on the abundance and
behaviour of this apex predator of pastoral
ecosystems. This species mainly resides outside
the protected area networks near human
settlements. Meticulous information on their
distributions and abundance will aid in framing
future management and conservation strategies

for the species.
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