An observation of an early migration event of
Amur Falcon in Manas National Park, Assam,

India

On 13 June 2024, during
fieldwork near the Rupahi
Camp of the Bhuyanpara Range
in Manas National Park, we
photographed a small raptor
perched on an Osbeckia
stellata plant (26.71420 N,
91.08459 E) at 1330 h on

a cloudy day. Initially, we
identified the bird as a Eurasian
Hobby, but scrutinizing the
picture further with the help
of experts and field guides (Ali
et al. 1987; Grimmett et al.
2011) got us to the conclusion
that this was an Amur Falcon
Falco amurensis. The bird

had a whitish with a rufous

or chestnut breast band in its
underparts. It measured 28-31
cm from its bill to tail and
featured a cere, eye ring, legs,
and feet that range in color
from red to pale orange across
all its plumages. The bird also
had dark eyes and its legs and
feet were yellow. We observed
the bird for nearly five
minutes before it flew away.
Osbeckia stellata typically
flowers from early June to late
November. The grassland in
this area is a moist deciduous
type, featuring grass species
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Amur Falcon perched on an Osbeckia stellata plant near the Rupahi Camp of the
Bhuyapara Range within Manas National Park. © Karan Barman.

such as Saccharum narenga,
Arundo donax, Saccharum
spontaneum, Phragmites
karka, Imperata cylindrica,
Cymbopogon flexuosus, Alpinia
nigra, Osbeckia stellata, and
Typha latifolia. Amur Falcon

is a long distance, trans-
equatorial migrant (Bildstein
2006; Tamir et al. 2024)

that migrates through three
flyways, namely, the East
Asia/East Africa Flyway, the
Central Asian Flyway, and the
East Asia/Australasia Flyway
(BirdLife International 2015).
As early published documents,
sightings of Amur Falcon
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in northeastern India are
seen usually in the month

of October to February.

The breeding range of this
bird is usually confined

to northeastern China,
southeastern Russia, North
Korea, and eastern Mongolia
(Corso & Catley 2003).

Earlier documents indicate
that Amur Falcons typically
leave their Asian breeding
grounds in late August or early
September, usually migrating
in large flocks. In October and
November, most of the birds
travel south-west, crossing
the Indian subcontinent and
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eventually making their way across the Indian
Ocean to reach eastern Africa (Skerrett 2008).
The bird refuels at many stopovers before
ultimately arriving at their wintering sites like
South Africa (Bildstein et al. 2000; Bildstein
2006; Pietersen & Symes 2010), Zimbabwe
(Irwin 1981; Symes & Woodborne 2010),

and Namibia (Symes & Woodborne 2010).
Northeastern India is a key stopover location
where the birds rest and prepare for their
challenging journey across the Indian mainland,
the Arabian Sea, and the Indian Ocean (Ali et al.
1987; Naoroji & Schmitt 2011) before arriving
at the African continent (Clement & Holman
2001; Bildstein 2006).

From the above literature it is definite that the
sighting of the Amur Falcon in Manas National
Park, Assam during the month of June is an
early migration event. The timing of migration
to summering grounds for birds from mid to
high latitudes has evolved to avoid adverse
spring weather and coincide with increasing
food supplies. Climate change can disrupt
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migration cues

from wintering and
breeding grounds,
affect food availability
and weather during
stopovers, and

alter conditions at
summering grounds.
Longer migrations
increase the risk of
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mismatches between
migration timing and
local environment
conditions, potentially
91.200 impacting the birds’
annual cycles (Carey
2009). Beyond climate change, several other
factors can contribute to unusual migratory
events in birds. Vagrancy and shifts in wind
patterns due to changes in ocean currents play
significant roles. Vagrancy occurs when birds
make navigational errors, leading them to arrive
at unexpected locations ahead of schedule

(Lees & Gilroy 2021).

Additionally, climate-induced changes in
atmospheric circulation compel birds to

adjust their flight patterns in response to
shifting wind directions (Skyllas et al. 2023).
This phenomenon highlights the significant
challenges birds face during migration.
Navigating through unpredictable wind patterns
and altered atmospheric conditions can prompt
birds to begin their migration earlier than usual,
either from their wintering grounds or breeding
territories. This underscores the complex
interplay between environmental factors

and migratory behavior, demonstrating how
multifaceted and adaptive migratory responses
are to changing environments.
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