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International Vulture Awareness Day

celebration 2024

The Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre
(VCBC) at Belguri hosted the International
Vulture Awareness Day (IVAD) with a vibrant
celebration on 7 September 2024. During the
month of August, the VCBC scientists organized
a district level drawing competition with the
theme ‘Nature and Vulture’, inviting students
from 50 schools, reaching about 5,000 students
across the Kamrup District to showcase their
artistic talents. The celebration featured a prize
distribution ceremony, where outstanding
participants were recognized for their efforts.

The event was graced by esteemed guests,
Dr. Oinam Sunanda-Devi, scientific officer of
the State Biodiversity Board, Assam, Dr. Paul,
anthropologist, and Mrs. Renu Deori, block
development officer, Rani.

The event was followed by a heartfelt
felicitation of five individuals for their
extraordinary contributions to vulture
conservation. The recipients were Mr. Prasanna
Kolita (for conservation efforts by local

NGO), Mrs. Shahida Bibi (individual vulture
rescuer), Mr. Ranjit Nath, (individual vulture
rescuer), Mrs. Renu Nath (entrepreneur with

A vibrant painting of Vulture by Debashis Malakar, Rangamati
High School, Kamrup.

Zo0o’s Print

Dr. Oinam Sunanda Devi felicitating Mr. Prasanna Kolita,
Banyabandhu in the presence of Mrs. Renu Deori (BDO, Rani).

Water color painting by Samiran Deka, Sarpara High School,
Sarpara.

Painting with a message to save vultures by Gulmi Jhakuria, St.
Joseph’s High School, Azara.
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Group photo of the winners of drawing competition along with VCBC staffs.

conservation aspects), and Mrs. Mallika Gogoi
(traditional artist & conservation enthusiast),
showcasing the local community’s commitment
to protecting these vital scavengers.

A brief interactive survey showed us that all
students were very much interested in wildlife
but very few of them had seen vultures in
nature. It is an alarming situation that points
out the importance of vulture conservation
and awareness. The program concluded with
distribution of saplings of tall tree species such
as Bombax ceiba, Neolomarckia cadamba, Nux
vomica, and Terminalia arjuna to all attendees.

Z00’s Print
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