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MULES: THE SILENT
HELPERS
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In Hima/a_tjan Restoration Projec*, the most Jedjca*ed conservationists do not
attend meeﬁngs,. don't ask for incentives and alefinhte/y don't give slpeeches. They

are the mules.

2 In the morning while we argue about routes, weather, and chai breaks, Hwe‘ mules
quie*lg line up for dmty. Each mule carries a Frecious load of LO-L¢5 salp/ings
ca'refu//y Inac/eed like green Passenger’s,/heaa/ing owards a new life. The exact
numbers a/e/aend on the Ium% -.s+eef7 trails gef fewer salu/ings while smoother
routes ge+ more salp/ings. The mules, however, ‘never comlp/ain. No. ‘is Hﬁs in my

'-Job descrip*ion and overtime P“H?" Noﬁwing./ Thesfunniest par'f is, the mules ha:ve~
aéso/ufe/y no_idea.how ﬂ)e_tj P/ay a signific’an* role for sqving the Hima/a_tja. '
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Tlﬂey don't know about c/imafe chomge, I.oiodiversiﬁj loss or ecological restoration.
They think Hwy arejus+ going for another walk with /em(y Iuggage. Yet s+e,9 by

s*e}? Hﬂeg 7Lranspor+ future

fores+s from nurseries +o-res+ora+ion sifes. nvey

demand no sa/ary, certificates, aPPreciaﬁon Pos+s on social media, Hvey don't even

ask for credit. Theyjus‘/‘ wa
are you wa”eing S0 s/ow/y?"

[k, chew and occasiom”y 9ive us looks that say, Wtﬂy -

So while we lproudly call ourselves conserva+ionis+s,

H’)e rea/ s_i/emL heroes are H1e VYNAIQS, MVIIQV)OWI.HgI_(j l’)eI’DIHg P’aﬂ',' fu'h:re ‘FOF@S'ILS.

Sachin Verma, Himalayan Restoration Project
Zoo Outreach Organisation

Citation: Verma, S. (2025). Mules:The Silent Help:ers.

Z00’s Print 40(12): 03—04.

Ny / e

Vol. 40 | No. 12



	03-04



