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Habitat: On the hill slopes along 
rock margins and in rock crevices.

Distribution: Australia, in India 
from Andhra Pradesh and now in 
Maharashtra.

Specimen examined: India, 
Maharashtra, Satara, Karad, July 
2013 (Latitude-17°18’50.99 ” N,  
Longitude-74°13’32.47 
”E).Herbarium specimen deposited 
at the SUK (Shivaji University 
Kolhapur).  Accession number- 
SKK-001 (SUK).
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Nature has been always mysterious.  We humans try 
to understand a little but uphold ourselves that we 
have completely understood the nature.  Even the 
greatest scientist does the same mistake but the 
nature has been always silent spectators and had 
been master performer.

Earlier our ancestor who was the part of nature 
understood it much than us- the present generation. 
One such great example still present to see is the 
living root bridges.  According to many authors, these 
live root bridges are technically grown woven root of 
trees especially that belong to Ficus sp.  The roots of 
these trees are moulded to form bridges across 
streams (Nallahs) and waterways so as to connect 
hills in which the tribal people live.

The methodologies which they use to build these 
bridges are very unique.  They hollow out the trunks 
of the betel nut tree or bamboo poles and use them 
as moulding cast to guide the roots of the trees to 
grow across the bridges.  Once the root reaches the 
other side, the roots are then inter twanged to form a 
base that is wide enough to allow foot space for 
atleast a single person.

The roots mature and continue to grow such that it 
can hold upto 50 persons at a time (Sanctuary Asia, 
Vol: XXXII No.1). the whole process may take time 
from 10 to 15 yrs but think it’s as best conservator of 

existing forest because it does not disturb the 
vegetation and flora.  It has two main advantages:-

1. No environmental impact since no artificial 
material are used to build; wild animal will not see its  
as alien object.  So no harm ultimately.
2. Provide connectivity to the tribal people there by it 
ensures sustained livelihood approach which was 
main objective of many international conservation 
programmes like MAB of UNESCO.

These tree bridges are found in Cheerapunji, 
Meghalaya state particularly in Khasi hills.  The tribes  
here are specially known for their Jhum cultivation 
but unknowingly they did a big conservation model.  
Think of the impact of bridge made out of cement 
and steel, they have used their Indigenous traditional 
knowledge for the betterment of the nature. 

Likewise, there are much traditionally developed 
Indigenous traditional knowledge hidden inside the 
mind of the people which should be brought out to 
the world for Sustained development and 
conservation.
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