Habitat: On the hill slopes along
rock margins and in rock crevices.

Distribution: Australia, in India
from Andhra Pradesh and now in
Maharashtra.

Specimen examined: India,
Maharashtra, Satara, Karad, July
2013 (Latitude-17°18'50.99 “ N,
Longitude-74°13'32.47
"E).Herbarium specimen deposited
at the SUK (Shivaji University
Kolhapur). Accession number-
SKK-001 (SUK).

Acknowledgement:

The authors are grateful to Dr. M.
M. Sardesai, Department of
Botany, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
Marathwada University,
Aurangabad- 431004 (M.S.)
INDIA. for his accurate guidance
and providing references.

References

Banerjee, S.P. & B.B. Pramanik,
(1993). Violaceae. In: Sharma, B.D.
& N.P. Balakrishnan(Ed.), Flora of
India. Vol. 2. Papaveraceae -
Caryophyllaceae. Botanical Survey of
India, Calcutta. Pp. 343 - 345.
Bennett, E.M. (1972). A revision of
the Australian species of Hybanthus
Jacquin (Violaceae). Nuytsia 1: 218
- 241.

Forster, P.I. (1993). Hybanthus
stellarioides new combination
(Violaceae), a widespread species
from eastern Australia and Papua
New Guinea. Muelleria 8(1): 17 -
19.

Francisca, G., A. Rajendran & M.
Parthipan (2013). Hybanthus
verticillatus (Ortega) Baill.-
Violaceae: a new record for India.
Z0O's PRINT, XXVIII (3):16-17.
George, A.S. (1982). Flora of
Australia. Vol. 8. Australian
Government Publishing Service,
Canberra. Pp. 100-109.

Mabberley, D.J.(2008).
Mabberley’s Plant-Book, A portable
dictionary of plants, their
classification and uses. Third Edition.
Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.

Rajendran, A., M. Pratipan & R.
Sasi (2013). Extended distribution
of Hybanthus puberulus M. Gilbert.
(Violaceae) in India. ZOO’s PRINT,
XXVIII (12):15-16

Reddy, C.S. (2001).
Hybanthusvatsavayii (Violaceae): A
new species from Andhra Pradesh,
India. J. Econ. Taxon. Bot. 25: 219 -
220.

Sasi, R., R. Sivalingam &

A. Rajendran (2011). Hybanthus
puberulus M. Gilbert.(Violaceae) - A
new record for India. ZOO’s PRINT,
XXVI (12):30-31.

Venkat Ramana, M., P.V.
Prasanna & P. Venu (2011).
Hybanthus stellarioides (Violaceae),
a new record for India. Rheedea
21(1): 10-12.

Indigenous Traditional Knowledge for Sustained Conservation and

development
S. Suresh Ramanan*

Nature has been always mysterious. We humans try
to understand a little but uphold ourselves that we
have completely understood the nature. Even the
greatest scientist does the same mistake but the
nature has been always silent spectators and had
been master performer.

Earlier our ancestor who was the part of nature
understood it much than us- the present generation.
One such great example still present to see is the
living root bridges. According to many authors, these
live root bridges are technically grown woven root of
trees especially that belong to Ficus sp. The roots of
these trees are moulded to form bridges across
streams (Nallahs) and waterways so as to connect
hills in which the tribal people live.

The methodologies which they use to build these
bridges are very unique. They hollow out the trunks
of the betel nut tree or bamboo poles and use them
as moulding cast to guide the roots of the trees to
grow across the bridges. Once the root reaches the
other side, the roots are then inter twanged to form a
base that is wide enough to allow foot space for
atleast a single person.

The roots mature and continue to grow such that it
can hold upto 50 persons at a time (Sanctuary Asia,
Vol: XXXII No.1). the whole process may take time
from 10 to 15 yrs but think it's as best conservator of

existing forest because it does not disturb the
vegetation and flora. It has two main advantages:-

1. No environmental impact since no artificial
material are used to build; wild animal will not see its
as alien object. So no harm ultimately.

2. Provide connectivity to the tribal people there by it
ensures sustained livelihood approach which was
main objective of many international conservation
programmes like MAB of UNESCO.

These tree bridges are found in Cheerapunji,
Meghalaya state particularly in Khasi hills. The tribes
here are specially known for their Jhum cultivation
but unknowingly they did a big conservation model.
Think of the impact of bridge made out of cement
and steel, they have used their Indigenous traditional
knowledge for the betterment of the nature.

Likewise, there are much traditionally developed
Indigenous traditional knowledge hidden inside the
mind of the people which should be brought out to
the world for Sustained development and
conservation.
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