Crotalaria clarkei Gamble (Fabaceae), a new record for the State of

Maharashtra

Vijay A.Paithane?, S.B. Sonje2 & A .S. Bhuktar3?

Crotalaria clarkei Gamble hitherto an
endemic taxon known only from a
handful collection from south India is
reported first time for the Flora of
Maharashtra.

The genus Crotalaria L. is an
economically important genus of
family Fabaceae, which is represented
by ca. 700 species distributed chiefly
in the tropical and sub-tropical regions
of the world (Polhill, 1982; Mabberly,
2008; Abdull Jabbar et al. 2010). In
India, Crotalaria is the largest genus
of legumes and account for 93 species,
1 subspecies 17 varieties and two
formas (Ansari, 2008). Sibichen and
Nampy (2007) have reported 67
species and 4 infra-specific taxa for
south India.

Theodore Cooke (1967) in his
monumental work has reported
occurrence of 32 species and 3 infra
specific taxa for the Presidency of
Bombay. Almeida (1998) reported 43
species and 5 infra-specific taxa for the
state of Maharashtra. Afterwards
Kothari (2000) recorded 42 species
and 3 infra-specific taxa as account on
flowering plants of Maharashtra. Later
on Lakshminarasimhan (2002) added 7
species and 2 infra-specific taxa to the
Kothari’s contribution. Thus in the
flowering plants of Maharashtra, the
genus Crotalaria accounts for 49
species and 5 infra-specific taxa.

During our field survey, many taxa of
Crotalaria were collected from the
various localities in Maharashtra.
Specimens were brought to laboratory
and processed for herbarium
specimens with standard procedures.
Majority of the specimens were
satisfactorily identified by using
pertinent literature and confirmed in
various herbaria such as Herbarium of
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University, Aurangabad (BAMU),
Botanical Survey of India, Western
Circle, Pune (BSI) and Botanical
Survey of India, Southern Circle,
Coimbtore (MH).

After critical investigations, authors
found that one of the taxon belongs to
Crotalaria clarkei Gamble. So far this
taxon is known to be endemic to
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. Therefore, in the present paper,
correct and updated citation, a short
description and note on its phenology
is depicted for taxon followed by a note
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University, Aurangabad (BAMU) and
Botanical Survey of India, Southern
Circle, Coimbtore (MH). Crotalaria
clarkei Gamble, in Kew Bull. 1917 (1):
27-28. 1917 et Fl. Pres. Madras 1:
296. 1918 (1: 209. 1957 repr. ed.);
Sanjappa, Leg. India. 118. 1991;
Matthew, Ill. Fl. Palni hills, t. 160. 1996
et Fl. Palni hills. 1: 299. 1999; A.A.
Ansari in Crotalaria in India 88. 2008.

Specimens examined:

Maharashtra state, Satara District, Kas
Plateau, V.A. Paithane & S.B. Sonje
7819 14" November 2010; Pune
District, Sinhgad Fort, V.A. Paithane,
5730 26t January 2011.

Lectotype: India, Tamilnadu, Deolas,
Nilgiri, 3000'f, Nov.1884, J.S.Gamble
15622 (CAL-363654)

Erect undershrubs with quadrangular
stems and branches. Leaves simple,
strigosely hairy on both the surfaces
with bulbous based hairs; stipules
present. Flowers 2-8 on elongated
terminal racemes. Pods pubescent,
more than 6 mm long, much exserted.
Seeds 6 (15-20) hairy.

Flowering and Fruiting: December -
February.

Illus: Mathew.Illus.Fl.Palani Hills,t,
160,1996.

India- Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu states.

Ecological Note: The taxon occurs on
lateritic plateaus and slopes amidst
grasses at higher altitudes.

Note: So far this taxon is known only
from few collections and seems to be
rare and hence it needs immediate
steps towards conservations.
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on ecology and taxonomic identity.
The voucher specimens are deposited
in the Botanical Survey of India,
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Image 1. Crotalaria clarkei Gamble
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Announcement

"After nearly 31 years, Susan Chan has retired as Managing Editor for Animal Keepers'
Forum, the monthly professional journal of the American Association of Zoo Keepers,
Inc. Colleagues and friends may reach Susan at chanx2@cox.net. Replacing her as
Media Production Editor is Shane Good of Cleveland, OH. His contact information is as
follows: email — shane.good@aazk.org; phone - 330-483-1104; Fax - 330-483-1444;
mailing address — P.O. Box 535, Valley City, OH 44280. All further submissions to and
inquiries about Animal Keepers' Forum should be directed to Shane Good."
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