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Appendix IV --- Chronology of Cheetah’s Extinction 
From Jharkhand

# The format of this Table is based on the Table published in Divyabhanusinh’s book.  
The End of a Trail: Cheetah in India.

# Inspite of numerous efforts, I could not find the current locations of Somij and Bendee  
villages.  Though I will keep trying, it’s possible that these villages have ceased to exist/ 
were shifted out during the settlement of Saranda Reserved forest/ had their names 
changed.

Date Location Remarks Source

c. 1875 Somij Village, 
Saranda Forests,
West Singhbhum 
District, Jharkhand

Two Cheetahs killed Smith, 1904

c. 1877 Erstwhile 
Hazaribagh District, 

Jharkhand

Cheetah or ‘Dog-Leopard’ 
occasionally found

Hunter, 1877b

c. 1880 Jaraikela Village, 
Saranda Forests

West Singhbhum 
District, Jharkhand

Cheetah makes-off with a 
pet deer

Smith, 1904

c. 1880 Bendee Village, 
Saranda Forests, 
West Singhbhum 

District, Jharkhand

Cheetah enters a village 
hut, kills and makes off 

with a calf

Smith, 1904

c. 1880-1882 Saranda, West 
Singhbhum District, 

Jharkhand

Cheetahs kill atleast 7 dogs 
belonging to Mervyn Smith

Smith, 1904

c. 1880 Erstwhile Palamau 
District, Jharkhand

Cheetahs shot in Palamow Edward, 1886

c. 1880 Deoghar, Deoghar 
District, Jharkhand

Two Cheetahs killed Edward Braddon, 1895

c. 1885 Deoghar District, 
Jharkhand

Cheetah skin obtained from 
a local shikari

 Blanford, 1888

c. 1905 Palkot, Gumla 
District, Jharkhand

One Cheetah shot  Cobden-Ramsay, 1910

c. 1907 Erstwhile Palamau 
District, Jharkhand

Cheetah occasionally met 
with

 O’Malley, 1907

c. 1910 Palkot and Biru 
Hills, Gumla 

District, Jharkhand

Cheetah or Hallett’s ‘Rock 
Panther’ common ; 8 

‘Leopards/Panthers’ (some 
of them Cheetahs?) 

obtained from this area in a 
year

 Hallett, 1917

c. 1923 Nagar-Untari, 
Garhwa District, 

Jharkhand

Cheetah (?) carrying off 
children from the 
neighbourhood

 Tallents, 1926

c. 1926 Erstwhile Palamau 
District, Jharkhand

Cheetah occasionally met 
with

 Tallents, 1926

c. 1935 Erstwhile Palamau 
District, Jharkhand

Cheetah believed to survive 
in Palamau

Houlton, 1949
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Appendix V – Jharkhand Cheetah Distribution Map

Approximate historical range of the Cheetah in Jharkhand. 
All the Cheetah references originated from the yellow shaded area. 
Most of this area consisted of a mixture of open, scrubby, rocky or 

lightly forested (except saranda) terrain © Raza Kazmi




