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An investige © n was carried out in Vazhachal Forest Division,
Keraia, Sou  ndia during 1994-__ __ 1 _..‘fy the habitat utiliza-
tion and se onal movement patterns of the wild elephants
(Elephas m mus indicus). Estimating the population of ei-

ephants, finding out the impac’ . on wood: -
tion, identifying the internal parasites of elephants, stu..,...; ...2
need -~ *~2 of mineral supplements and assessing the im-
portz 1izhachal as a zone of tourism were also aimed
this study.

Habitat utilisation and seasonal mo its were stu 3
indirect methods based on droppinq 1it. Population was
estimated by a direct simuitaneous c¢ Jegetation ¢

were assessed by demarcating piots 2 25x25 m
in the study area. Parasitic analysis of fresh dur ‘ by
centrifugal sedimentation {echnique and micrc | mi-

nation. Mineral mixtures of different concentr ]

in the area to studv the nrafarence for minerals. D: - ) ]
from Vazhachatl cted to assess the itl..poicvnoe
Vazhachal as tou.._... __...3.

Seasonal movements reflected the habitat utilization patterns.
Preference of habitats by elephants vari =~ with s=—--n. ~"ist
deciduous forests were preferred most in erse wl  2as
it was least preferred in summer. Everg...n fore_.. wvere pre-
ferred over the moist deciducus fore=*~ -1y =~ ° immer
season. Acacia plantations were mc | =2ferred in summer
seasons and was least preferred in first rainy season. Prefer-
ence for teak plantations were comparatively high during sum-
mer and first rainy season. A seasonal movement from thickly
vegetated east end of the division to open and secondary forest
¢-—'nated west end was evident. Great variations in dung den-
s of individual transects indical continuous movement
¢. ...phants in the study area. ! spulation at Vazh--*-'
comprised of 155 elephants i itio (male : feme..., ..
1:6.5 and a crude density of 0.38 ele......../km2. Debarkbing and
breaking tops were the main forms of damages in Teak (Tectona
grandis), Papitta "~ 2rocymbium tinctorium) and Albizia (Albizia
falcataria) plantz s. Breaking of tops and pushing over ac-

counted for mait  mag -~ - 7" "-x (Bombax ceiba) planta-
tic-- Damage: e comr ly less in moist deciduous
ar green f ts. Atc... .. .3 species were for~ " *~ =3
debarked in whe._ _f the study area. Elephants prefe

eral mixture with high cc “n of minerals and stresses
the need of supplemen required mi iIs. T
the dungs analysed .~ tF- -~rese 0 S
strongylt~ =~~~ *~~2 worm, indicatir X stic 2
in incr~n Framn tanrigm n Vazhael  noo th sreasing
impoi achal forests in t. _rism me " Kerala.

The tourist infiux was found to vary i changes in rainfali pat-
tern. The effect of season on the nutrient content to bark of the
selected tree species is presented. The level of nutrient content
yosis= et geason. Some " reases in rainly sea-
! yme increases in summer season.
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Sacred groves are remnants of low land forests occurring in
p “, 7 -oughout the coastal region. A study was
conducted in three selected sacred groves of Kerala to
~~~ment the spider fauna along with the details of its
..... Tence at different height. The habitat of each species
encountered and the web details were also collected. The
study was conducted in iringole, Mookuthala and

) Jara sacred groves.

A totai of 14 species of spiders belonging to 9 families were

- - in this study. Mookuthala had 8 species followed by

Sangukulangara (7) and iringole (6). Some of the species
nfined to a particular grove. An analysis for abun-

. 1ce estimation ~ ‘icates uniform abundance of spider

species. Howevei iangukulangara was rich though the

diversity was more - less equal in all the groves.

Four types of web: rere identified. Orb web was the com-
monest contributin = 30% of the webs observed. The sheet
and irregular types contributed 20% each. The rest was social
type. Higher number of web rings was in the 21-30 and 31-40
class interval. The number of web radial was highest in 21-30
class interval.

There were species specific variations in the web height. Four
of the species observed had a high preference for the height
between 1 and 2 meters. Three of them were seen only below
1 meter and one at a height of more than 3 meters.

Animals were observed to spend more time for resting
compared to other activities. Results indicate a higher
probability of sighting of spider species in the afternoon hours.
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A study medicinal plants in different habitats of

Denkani range, Dharmapuri district, Tamil Nadu was
made. Anthropocentric and Biocentric approach were given.
91 species of medicinal plants belonging to different vegeta-
tive types namely trees, shrubs, herbs were identified and
recorded, information about their properties, curable dis-
eases, were collected from tribal people by oral interviews.
Diversity, species richness, dominant species for each habitat
was studied. Species diversity was estimated by quadrate
sampling, method. The diversity index calculated by Simpson
index and species richness using Gleansons formula. The
utilization of medicinal plants by wild animals for food,

roost” - and nesting was also studied.
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