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Abstract

This paper relates 1o a unique initiative being undertaken in Pakistan by
a privately owned company to promote wildlife conservation. The
country has a low literacy rate and a poor track record of nature
conservation. Itisalso a large country with several distinct biotopes.
These support a wide range of wildlife. which is rapidly diminishing
owing to a lack of environmental conservation awareness.

The Jungle Kingdom project started off as the country’s first “theme
park”. A wildlife theme family amusement park was built to create
initial interest and to raise funds for building a small modern zoo. It was
planned that the zoo will create a new understanding for wildlife, by
presenting it in simulated natural habitat enclosures for the first time in
the country and by supporting this display with educative signage and
educative activities.

It has been three years since the project started and is being felt by the
sponsors that the Jungle Kingdom must become more than a “theme
park™ or a zoo (o be able to achieve tangible results. Therefore the
conception of the Jungle Kingdom has been enlarged to include within
its umbrella, a number of different centers involved in the range of
inter-related activities. For such a wide mandate project, the active
support of the international wildlife community is a must. Domestic
support will come with a higher level of awareness, which itself will
come as the multi-dimensional conservation effort is launched and
matures.

A brief introduction to Pakistan
Pakistan was created as an independant country on August 14, 1947 as
aresult of the partition of India. This year we are fifly years old.

Salient facts and statistics of the country relevant to us
are

Total area : 803,943 sq. km.

Area under forests s only about 4 percent of total area

Population : Approx 130 million

Literacy rate  : Less than 25 percent

Habitat types @ A very wide range of habitat types are found in
Pakistan from the permanent snow fields and glaciers of the alpine
zone in the very north, through to the moist temperate forests of the
northern mountains to the mangrove forests of the Indus River delta in
the south. In between are other important habitat types including dry
coniferous forests, sub tropical deciduous forests, tropical thorn forests
and sand dune deserts.

Protected areas: 7 National Parks, 72 sanctuaries, 76 reserves
Mammal species - 188 species

Bird species  : 740 species of which nearly half are residents
Reptiles : 174 species

Threatened species : 31 mammal species. 20 birds and 4 reptiles
are threatened with extinction. These include some species endemic to
Pakistan like the Markhor and the Indus dolphin and some other species
which occur in one or the few other neighbouring cduntries, like the
snow leopard, gharial. Indian wild ass and Marco Polo sheep.
Number of zoos: 5

Recently extinet large mamimals : includes tiger, lion, cheetah.

Chief Executive, The Jungle Kingdom, Leisure and Animals Parks (Pvt.) Ltd., Pakistan
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TABLISHMENT OF A NEW ZOO USING RESCUED AND
CONFISCATED WILD ANIMALS: THE JUNGLE KINGDOM,
A MULTI-DIMENSIONAL CONSERVATION PROJECT

Zohare Ali Shariff

Background to the Jungle Kingdom Project

The Need

The conservation of wildlife has never been a priority subject for
successive governments in Pakistan. Many anomalies are present in the
existing policies. Wildlife and forests are provincial government
subjects, even though these are national treasures. Environment is
both a federal and a provincial subject but there is no overall common
policy. The Environmental Protection Ordinance, issued in 1996 has
lapsed before it could not be passed as an Act of Parliament.

Pakistan has enough statutes in the books and is also a signatory to
many international conventions and agreements. Inspite of all this,
both wildlife and its habitats continue to decline rapidly. With a total
area in excess of 800,000 sq. kin., only 4 percent is under forests.
Germany, France, Switzerland and U.S.A. all have around 30 percent
land under forests and woodland. Malaysia, an Asian success story
which Pakistani governments avow to copy, has a phenomenal 71
percent of its total land area under forests.

There is of course a need to have broad ranging policies and it is even
more important to see that these policies are implemented. Many
organizations exist at both the federal and provincial government levels
and in the private sector, in the shape of NGOs. who are by and large
tackling conservation of wildlife at the macro level.

Such cfforts can best succeed if these are supported by activities at
the micro level, especially those activities which aim at raising
awareness and bringing about a basic change in peoples attitudes.
There is a need for a new approach to tackle the issuc at grass roots
level. Wildlife conservation is successful in developed countries not
only because their governments actively protect wildlife but also
because the average citizen appreciates the need and makes his own
individuals contribution.

The Present Status

In Pakistan the average urban citizen regards wild animals with fear,
animosity. distaste and at best curiosity. Rural people who have more
contact with animals, both domesticated and wild, generally regard
wild animals as either pests or object of sport. Not only is hunting
common but till today bear dog fights are a part of festivities in rural
areas.

In Pakistan there is as yet no organization which has brought the
average citizen into direct contact with wildlife in a positive way or
which has adopted a wide ranging public education and awareness
program on a long term, permanent basis. The 4 or 5 zoos, all
municipality owned, are generally still operated as little more than
menageries of days long gone by. Animal enclosures are still largely
square cages with concrete floors, signage is poor if at all present and
there is no education program.

There are a number of NGOs with promising sounding names but who
do very little beyond seminars, walks and press releases. The only
educational work of any significance is being done by the WWI[--
Pakistan and the ITUCN.

In this scenario of basically negative attitudes to wildlife and very
little wark going on to change these attitudes. The Jungle Kingdom
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