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A comparative survey of nests of the Indian house crow (Cor—
vus splendens splendens Vieillot) was in "~ M--3s
i.e., Nabalgram, Nanipur and Sultangac unc.. . 5.
Polba, District: Hooghly, West Bengal. _2numr '
nests (60 - 65 %) were found mainl, _ "n and coconut
trees. In some other trees also the nests are f-un
percer‘~ges are quite lower (1 -2%). =" ol .._ . __.
range: ‘om5-10m. Average clutch si e -
ofthe gs and total length oftheincub_... , oc
~*+Jie The reason for the higher number ¢ ne
ni einthese three villages may be due to e inaccessi-
y ¢ the tree due to its smooth texture, erect . ___. ’
2 c...ance from the locality. Any other specific
~-.lding the nest on the palm or other types of ... ._ . .
known at present.

Considering their number and presence, we were interested
to make a survey work on that particular spot during the pe-
riod from March, 1993 to May, 1993.

(. rds: nests, Indian house, crow, clutch, palm tree.

R
The number of birds present in the Indian subcontinent are
very high but very little is known about their breeding habits.
The Indian house crow (Corvus splendens splendens Vieillot)
is a confirmed commensal of man, almost an element of his
social system (Ali and Ripley, 1971). The subject of nidifica-
tion of crows have been accumulated from the works of Hume
(1873, 1889), Dewar (1905), Ali (1926), Baker (1926, 1932),
Rao (19386), Ali and Abdulali (1937), Sen (1947), Lamba (1963}
in India. Some of the important aspects of ridification have
~!~=~ =~~~ noticed from the works of Lamm (1958) on the pied

scra, Ghana; Emi © 7 rn crows;

Fig 1. Represents the series of palm trees surrounding
the pond in the village Nabalgram.

© 3 of palm
_._>eggs.

F i protected nest of cr
tree. The nestis ovalin shep. ..._..

Goodwin (1976) on crows of the world and Buttier ef al., (1984)
on the North Western crows. Although many ornithologists
and naturalists have described from time to time about some
interesting topics like breeding seasons, situation and loca-
tion of nests, measurement of nests and eggs. courtship,
nest building pattern, incubation, etc., but these information
are not sufficient to cover the whole aspects of reproduction.
Considering the gap in information the present work has been
undertaken to make a comparative survey of nests of the com-
mon Indian house crow in three villages of the district Hooghly,
West Bengal.

I ‘D METHODS
The present work was conducted on the variation of nest build-
it "the Indian house crow in some areas of West

E ng the time of field study, we happened to visit
. ’ .3s.eg. Nabalgram, Nanipur and Sultangachha
ric "1, West Bengai. The crow population of

e _are enormous in numr*ar.

“vree remote villages (i.e.. Nabalg._m, Nampur and

igachha) are under the Police Station Pc :

ily, West Bengal. It is approximately 25 kn. 1

w. - dlyani University Campus and 15 km. away from  :river

Ganges. The total number of househoids of these | e vil-

lages are as foliows: Nabalgram- 80; Nanipur- 70 and
~ “angachha - 30. The nearest railway station is |

...ch is about 6 km. away from these villages. The ..........

complex is also 4- 5 km. away from this place. One bus route

is present along one end of these villages. There is only one

* Endocrinology Laboratory, Dept. of Zoology, University of
Kalyani, Kalyani - 741 235, Nadia, West Bengal.
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We were previously inf he presence |
these three villages. Tl.c c.vore -~ Not present !
the whole day, but only during evening hours when they e~
from various places and roost on the large palm trees. T !
crows wusually commute a long distance across 2
Ganges and surrounding areas. In the evening hc 3,
presence is usually felt by their harsh and loud voic _.

During the time of survey work we took the help of sorr
people who could climb on the tall paim and other trees.
morning we went to the particular site and observed

of trees used for the nest building process by the ¢c._.. _.
R | |

Male and female individuals of a mated pair started nest
struction at the end of March and within a week finishe:
construction process. On an average all the nests were
pleted by second week of April, in this particular region.
nests were mainly present on the palm trees. But in addition
to the palm trees, they had also built their nests on some
other trees present in these villages (Table 1). The percent-
age of nests in palm trees are higher than other trees (Table
2).

Nest construction materials
Depending on the availability of the materials, the time taken
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Te¢ e1. Commontrees presenti ™ethree villagesink._ __
Local me ' — e ame { _ _ientific Name
. Tal i Palm tree Borassus flabellifer L. | Arecaceae
| Narikel Coconut tree Cocos nucifera L. Arecaceae
sem | Marge ‘re Azadirachta indica AJuss ' N7 3
ibla Babla Acacia nilotica (L) Del. F’ -
antul Tama Tamarindus indica L. F
ot Banyan i Ficus benghalensis L. i Movs oo
am i Mang Mangifera indica L. Anacar 2
[ | Hog-piu Spondias pinnata (L.F.)Kurz | Anacar 2
Bans | Bamboo Bambusa spp. Poaceae
Bel Bael-fruit gle marmelos (L) Corr. Rutaceae l
Siris Siris sizia lebbeck (L) Benth | Fabaceae j
[
| " et = m=iaus trees
- - list
’ ! Nanipt L e
£ . % . - %
62.16 i 80.0 Upp.. _.
, 12.16 L e iipperr "
1 1.35 - Balalals SR
Babla 5. 7 ... ranc " part
T ind 6 8. nil - 2 0 1 Bt ¢
E n 3 4.__ nil - nil § e U oo
5 1 1.35 5 | 1428 ) it | e L, 1
lum 1 1.35 i nill b - . Bl {
00 1 1.35 nil | - nit | e e .
.. ruit 1 1.35 nil | e nill | U “o* part
Siris . 1 1.35 nit | e nit | e Lo part
TT - (. “reeding biciogy ¢ lian e
‘ _ y district, W.B.
C.... ! . ) : " ogs | B " #st| Othernes !
the nes “5t(Av.)| in each tree withthe c. _
Nabalgram
Palm tree (46)* 8.84 3 one nil
Margosa (1) 5.18 4 one nif
Tamarind (6) 8.23 4 one nii
Coconut (9) 7.62 3 one nil
Babla (4) 5.79 3 two pond heron. common
myna
Banyan (3) 10.06 3 one commonmy...
Mango (1) 5.48 4 one nil
Siris (1) 9.14 4% one nil
Hog-plum (1) 5.79 4™ one nil
Bamboo (1) 7.62 3 one nil
Bael-fruit (1) 7.62 2% one nil
Nanipur
Palm tree (22) 8.53 3 one nil
Coconut (6) 9.14 3 1-2 nil
Mango (5) 5.48 3 1-2 common myna
Babla (2) 6.40 4 one nit
Sultangachha
Palm tree (6) 9.14 4 one nil
Tamarind (2) 8.53 4 two common myna
Margosa (2) 6.40 3 one nil
* Number of nests in various trees. **Number of eggs in each nest.
CINT 32 RY 1997



that although there is a similarity in the geographic feature of
these three villages, some differences can be noticed in the
presence of nests on various trees (Table 2). Nests on the
palm trees are quite higher than the other trees. Baker (1932,
1935), Ali and Ripley (1971) pointed out that mango trees are
frequently selected by crows for nest construction although
they have no special preferences. One important aspect that
may be mentioned here is that the palm trees are mainly
present within the agricultural fields and they are quite distant
from the residential areas of the three villages. There is no
nearby market complex or railway station. Only one common
dumping ground is present beside the villages. The exact
reason for nesting in this particular spot is not properly under-
stood. These birds also roost in this particular site aiso. Al
and Ripley (1971) mentioned that crows actually like to stay at
communal roosting sites. In these three villages there are no
communal roosting places, however. It is assumed that the
preference of roosting sites on the palm trees, especially in
these areas may be due to minimum disturbance from the
local people, wild animals. or some other physical features.

From the survey work another interesting point has come out
that nests of crows are not only present on the paim trees but
they are also found on various trees (Table 3) presentin these
villages. This feature is witnessed only in the Nabalgram vii-
lage. But in the village Nanipur and Sultangachha the nests
are not present in all the trees. Considering their prevalence
on the palm trees, it seems that the crow popuiation in this
area are 50 times higher that the total number of palm trees
are not sufficient to accommodate ail the mated pairs for their

nest construction. So they have shifted to other trees in the

locality.

Any special preference (chemical communication) for the palm
tree by the crows cannot be said with certainty. The crows
may have preferred the paim trees only for their safety.
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