SR T and S.C. Gupta*™

The north-eastern region of India has non-humped siri cattle

and also some bovine species such as Yak and Mithun.
(Bos frontails) is of economic importance and is pri-
reared for meat in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
r and Tripura. The crosses of Mithun are also raised

o+ wens. These animals are living in semi-wild conditions.

; semi-domesticated bovine which subsists on araz.
mg in the forest and hilly slopes. The animal prefers to re-

n ~ the forest during the day avoiding intense sun light.
C its habitat, the animal suffers from a number of par:
s.... ....2stations. It likes to remain in cooler areas and tht
the forest for its d-""-grazing. It has a tendency |
ray from tuman ¢ ellings. As per the latest cen-
t m imum | pulation of the species is in
P e Manipur comes next while Mizoram has
a ~“latior "¢ ra few hundred animals. However, the
pe, tlionc Aithun has shown a deciining trend which indi-
¢ ttk_ »is an urgent need to promote conse )
i... ... esin view of it's economic importance in 1
Easternt "o a.
The aver:  anir.._.. _'eighs from 150kg- 400kg. The hump of
the anim:  :ems to be thinner and flat. The hairs are biack
and may e white patches. Thecoatcolour._... =~ ~ ze
is usually white. The paster T Yiswhk? The
"7 zau of Animal L:e e ha ra2l-
winers o we By the s o o B )
are lertaker
tion, sbandr
charactertisitics and | -
in " ttocat.., . 7,7 dch n
sp 28. Thefir = " fau._. s
tric as the other 2 are acroc .
18 ““e submet: and met. . ric resg
(I ).
areac’ = 7 -
. v 1 homozygou. «v..voee. .
Tho momaen o] 3 o P UV U .
N 1 I = T Ted . >
*Mithun € ' -
2arance. ic picture of Y ymosome
and Bos cuurww wiew... @ Similarity. The detaile
“~*~n of the chromosome of the zebu and Mlthun mc
ar light regarding the species. Therest” " ‘he
g of Mithun with thirty-one blood group s

md:cated the presence of certain phenogroups (antigenic
complex, haplotypes) characteristic of cross of zebu with ex-
otic breeds. '
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Ttz s Note : Ourreadeis viuy s e ceee / that
the National Bureau ~ ‘nimal Gene 2s along
with the National Insuwuwe of Animal ssetupin

'4 to bridge a sort of gap between farm an/mals in use
I wildlife by focusing on pure bree =~ =’ ]
-...nals which are becoming as or ~Harjered as
wildlife species. Just as thereis a’ o iversity in
the forests, there is a biodiversity ¢ > & imals,
including 26 breeds of cattle. 8 breeds of buffe >, 40

breeds of sheep, 20 breeds of goi ' of camels, 6
breeds of horses, and 18 distinc” Jouliry.
are are other forms such as mi >k, geese,
2ils which are in a grey area be.... ..., jomestic and
Iw " ~-s of this arficle have ' "semi-
.
In consi "i e importance of di 2eds of
domesti. .........., t 2 NBAGR and . ... et up to
evc " te strategies for tt ““tion,
conservatlon evaluation and utilise...... .. .. _,, es of

i " resources and to undertake research which
(S understanding of the intriy '~ ~~=~*~

architecture of vanious animal breeds. Ti 7
‘an to evolve protocols for ur. * o,

. risation ¢.... .~ ‘ion cies.

7 oo ‘arge data base and has rest

o find out remain R
ght have remaine

m

reds.
is ne stic ¢
ghit- ¢i~~i~~~qd by sc.... .- 2
-stions  w lised about mii
owlec_:i.._. .. is more to mith
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