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Gland, Switzerland, 18th 
August, 2016—The World 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (WAZA) and 
TRAFFIC today signed a 
memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to 
intensify collaboration to 
combat illegal wildlife trade 
by jointly supporting its 
prevention and enhancing 
public awareness of wildlife-
trade related conservation 
threats.

The MoU commits the two 
organizations to share 
knowledge and expertise 
relating to the illegal trade of 
species from the wild, with an 
emphasis on threatened 
species.  This includes information about allegedly captive bred specimens, illegally sourced specimens, 
suspect animal and plant dealers, breeding and propagation programmes or other relevant information.  
An important part of the collaboration will be that zoos and aquariums will provide their visitors with 
educational information on how to avoid purchasing illegal animal products and report suspicions of 
illegally traded animals.

The international trade in species of conservation concern is monitored by CITES (the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora).  According to TRAFFIC, between 
2005 and 2009, EU enforcement authorities made over 12,000 seizures of illegal wildlife products in the 
EU alone.  The species traded are often already highly threatened and in danger of extinction, 
conditions under which wildlife is transported are often appalling, operators are unscrupulous and do 
not care how they damage the environment.  It is often said that illegal wildlife trade is the fourth most 
valuable illicit commerce behind narcotics, counterfeiting and human trafficking.  

Both organizations agreed to focus their work in South-East Asia, where illegal wildlife trade is growing 
at an alarming rate.  Species of particular concern include songbirds, pangolins and freshwater turtles 
amongst others.  Millions of specimens are illegally traded each year, and the impact on wild populations  
is disastrous.  The Critically Endangered Ploughshare Tortoise of Madagascar shows a clear link to the 
illegal trade in South-East Asia and scientists fear that it might become extinct in the wild in the very 
near future. 

The MoU signed by WAZA Executive Director, Gerald Dick, and Steven Broad Executive Director of 
TRAFFIC, marks the first ever official collaboration between the two organisations.  The MoU comes at a 
time when illegal wildlife trade is at an all-time high. 

“We look forward to working more closely with TRAFFIC to support the eradication of illegal wildlife 
trade,” said Dr Gerald Dick, Executive Director at the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA).

“WAZA members are uniquely placed to help monitor the trade in wild species and ensure it is carried 
out in a legal fashion and in the best conservation interests of the species concerned: we look forward 
to a fruitful collaboration,” said Steven Broad, Executive Director of TRAFFIC.
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