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when harms caused by human activities are of moral 
concern? Although consensus and quantification may 
be difficult to achieve, we should not conclude that all 
levels of suffering are therefore acceptable.
• How direct a link with human behaviour should be 
demonstrated in order for it to generate concern?
• How do the affective states of individual animals 
map onto outcomes important to conservation, such 
as disease status or reproductive success?
• Can we identify principles that lead to morally 
defensible actions when it is necessary to severely 
compromise the welfare of some individuals in order 
to achieve goals such as the survival of a population?

Resolving such issues will require cross-disciplinary 
dialogue involving conservation biologists, animal 
welfare scientists, and those working on ethics, law 
and social issues.

CONCLUSION
It is increasingly important to recognise the relevance 
of animal welfare when dealing with problems of 
wildlife conservation.  The same human activities 
driving the current biodiversity crisis are 
compromising animals’ welfare and these interlinked 
concerns attend the work of zoos and aquariums on 
conservation and saving wildlife species.

The welfare of wildlife species can be directly and 
indirectly assessed in increasingly sophisticated, 
scientifically validated ways.  The fact that animal
welfare is assessed on an individual basis, whereas 
some wider goals of wildlife conservation are 
measured on populations or species, does not 
necessarily make them incompatible.

Animal welfare and conservation scientists and 
advocates are increasingly recognising each other’s 
work as complementary.  Zoos and aquariums need 
to ensure that their conservation work in the field, 
and the work of their conservation partners, include 
strategies aimed at minimising welfare compromise.
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