An observation of Greater Flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus) in Chicharli

wetland, Dhawa, Rajasthan, India
Zaara Kidwai! and Subhadeep Bhattacharjee?

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus is a
remarkable species of family Phoenicopteridae which
is a widespread visitor to India. It is recorded to
prefer shallow brackish lakes, mudflats and saltpans
(Grimmette et.al. 1998). The species is hard to miss
not only because of the striking pink colour of its legs
and beak but also its large body and artistic posture.
According to IUCN Red List it is categorized as Least
Concern (BirdLife International, 2015).

On 2" March 2015, during a socio-ecological survey
in Chicharli village near erstwhile closed area, Dhawa
of Jodhpur district, Rajasthan, the authors visited a
small wetland near this village (26°11'38.23” N and
72°41'53.22" E) for recording of migratory bird
species visiting the area (Fig 1). To our surprise, a
lone adult greater flamingo was spotted to be
standing in the middle of the water (Fig 2). After
careful scanning of the water body, two more
flamingos were noted to be happily foraging in the
far end of the pond along with other wintering
waterfowl (Fig 3). Out of these three individuals, the
two foraging flamingos were immature while the lone
one was an adult.

The authors enquired with the locals of Chicharli
village to find out if they were aware of the majestic
bird. The locals confessed that they had no idea
regarding significance of the bird. They also
accepted that they have witnessed such birds quite
often in the area. The bird was found in a fairly open
area, with access to practically everyone. It could
have been easily hunted and eaten without anyone
noticing it. It is indeed required to conserve this
water body for species like greater flamingo that
possibly visits the area regularly. Details of the birds
observed in that wetland is given in Table 1.

Till date only a few observations of flamingos in
Rajasthan were recorded and documented. Kumar
1996 and Kumar 2005 has provided us with some
good details on the species in Sambar Lake. Previous
sighting of flamingos around Jodhpur was reported by
Chhangani (2002a). Later in 2004, Chhangani again
presented with a checklist of Kumbhalgarh Wildlife
Sanctuary, Udaipur where Greater Flamingo was
sighted. However, a much detailed study on avian
diversity around Jodhpur (Chhangani, 2002b) did not
mention this species. A study on foraging behaviour
of flamingos in Rajasthan was also carried out by
Yahya (2005). Another study on avian diversity was
also carried out in Churu district by Singh et.al.
(2009) where the species was only sighted once
throughout the study period.

Fig 1. Aerial view of Chicharli wetland

Fig 2. An adult Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus
roseus in the Chicharli wetland

Apart from this, detailed studies on flamingos has
also been carried out around Gulf of Kutch Gujarat
(Jadhav and Parasharya 2004; Urfi et.al 2005;
Pandya et.al. 2010 and Tere and Parasharya 2011)
where they are known to have their breeding grounds
(Ali 1960, 1974; Parasharya and Tere 2006).
Flamingos are habitat specialists therefore, any kind
of modification in their habitat may cause a serious
threat to their survival. The flamingos have often
been threatened due to collisions with the electric
wires in Gujarat, India (Tere and Parasharya 2011).
To conserve this species in an area like Jodhpur,
continuous efforts and long term surveys are
recommended for understanding the new visiting
spots of this species. Due to water scarcity in the
region, it is possible that the species has changed its
visiting spots. People’s participation is highly
necessary for conserving and protecting this species
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Fig 3. Two immature individuals of Greater Flamingo
Phoenicopterus roseus feeding alongside the
boundary of the Chicharli wetland

Table 1. Checklist of the wetland birds observed in
Chicharli wetland

S. |Family Common Scientific name

No. Name

1. | Podicipedidae Little Grebe Tachybaptus

ruficollis

2. | Phalacrocoracidae | Little Microcarbo niger
Cormorant

3. |Ardeidae Little Egret Egretta garzetta

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

5. |Phoenicopteridae | Greater Phoenicopterus
Flamingo roseus

6. Gadwall Anas strepera
Northern Anas acuta
Pintail

8. Common Teal |Anas crecca

9. | Anatidae Eurasian Anas penelope
Wigeon

10. Ferruginous Aythya nyroca
Pochard/Duck

11. Spot-billed Anas
duck poecilorhyncha

12. | Rallidae Common coot | Fulica atra

13. | Charadriidae Red-wattled Vanellus indicus
Lapwing

14. | Scolopacidae Common Tringa nebularia
Greenshank

since the visited area

is next to the main road and

has complete human access. Initiatives of eco-
tourism with engagement of the local people should
be implemented. Conservation of these areas as
Conservation Reserves (CR) or Community
Conservation Reserves (CCR) is recommended for
long term protection and conservation of the
ecologically significant species.

Acknowledgement
The authors would like to thank Dr. G.V. Reddy,
Additional PCCF and Chief Wildlife Warden,

Rajasthan, for providing opportunity to explore

different areas of Jodhpur district. The authors would

also like to thank all the staff of Wildlife Division of
Jodhpur for providing necessary logistic support to
carry out their field work.

References

Ali, S. (1960). “Flamingo City” re-visited: Nesting of the
Rosy Pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus Linnaeus) in the Rann
of Kutch. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society,
57:412-415.

BirdLife International (2015). Phoenicopterus roseus.
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2015:
e.T22697360A84723594. http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/
IUCN.UK.2015.RLTS.T22697360A84723594.en. Downloaded
on 09 March 2016.

Chhangani, A.K. (2002a). Avifauna in and around
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India. Newsletter for birdwatchers, 42
(2): 24-26.

Chhangani, A.K. (2002b). Birds of different sub-habitats
in and around Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India Cheetal, 41(3 & 4):
37-42.

Chhangani, A.K. (2004). Water birds of Kumbhalgarh
Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan, India. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers, 44(3): 41-42.

Grimmett, R., C. Inskipp and T. Inskipp (1998). Birds
of the Indian Subcontinent. Oxford University Press, Delhi,
78pp.

Jadhav, A. and B.M. Parasharya (2004). Counts of
flamingos at some sites in Gujarat State, India. Waterbirds.
27(2):141-146.

Kumar S. (1996). New flamingo breeding ground at
Sambhar Lake. Hornbill, (1), pp. 26-27.

Kumar S. (2005). Conservation of Sambhar Lake - An
important waterfowl habitat and a Ramsar site in India.
Proceedings of Taal 2007: The 12t world Lake conference,
1509-1517pp.

Pandya, P.J. and K.D. Vachhrajani (2010). Birds of Mahi
River estuary, Gujarat, India. Journal of Threatened Taxa
2(6): 994-1000

Parasharya, B.M. and A. Tere (2006). Post-breeding
distribution of flamingos and their population estimation.
Flamingo 3(4):2-5.

Singh, P., K. Dev and H. Mangal (2009). Avian Diversity
of Churu District of Arid Zone of the Thar Desert. Newsletter
for Birdwatchers 49(6): 81-90.

Tere, A. and B.M. Parasharya, (2011). Flamingo
mortality due to collision with high tension electric wires in
Gujarat, India. Journal of Threatened Taxa, 3(11): 2192-
2201.

Urfi, A.J., M. Sen, A. Kalam and T. Meganathan
(2005). Counting birds in India: Methodologies and Trends.
Current Science 89(12):1997-2003.

Yahya H.S.A. (2005). Foraging and feeding behaviour of
flamingos in the Aanasagar Lake Ajmer (Rajasthan).
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 45(1): 4-6.

Z0O0’s PRINT, Volume XXXI, Number 3, March 2016


http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015.RLTS.T22697360A84723594.en
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015.RLTS.T22697360A84723594.en
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015.RLTS.T22697360A84723594.en
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015.RLTS.T22697360A84723594.en

