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Cryptorchidism is the absence of 
one or both testes from the  
scrotum.  It is a common birth 
defect regarding male genitalia. 
The paper discusses a unique case 
of Cryptorchidism observed in a 
blue sheep at Padmaja Naidu 
Himalayan Zoological Park. 
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Introduction: Cryptorchidism is a 
pathological condition of the testis 
which denotes an abnormal 
retention of undescended testicle, 
which maybe retained within 
abdominal cavity or inguinal canal. 
Normally the testis is located in 
the scrotum at or soon after birth 
through descent of testes. 
Cryptorchidism maybe unilateral 
or bilateral.  Unilateral 
Cryptorchidism (retention of one 
testicle) is more common and the 
affected males are nearly normal 
fertile because of normal 
production of spermatozoa from 
the one testis located in the 
scrotum and is more common. 
Bilateral cryptorchidism is the 

retention of two testicles that 
results in sterility.  In 
cryptorchidism the affected testis 
is usually small in size, soft and 
flaccid.  The cryptorchidism is 
seen in all species of domestic 
animals, but is commonly seen in 
stallions, boars and dogs.  It is 
less common in rams and bucks, 
uncommon in bulls and rarely in 
cat.

Materials and Methods: A 
captive born male Blue sheep 
house named “Venus” aged three 
years  was diagnosed with 
unilateral cryptorchidism on 
manual palpation of scrotum for 
the presence of testis  that 
revealed  the absence of one 
testis in the scrotal pouch.  The 
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The male blue sheep fawn born to the male...a healthy animal

Cryptorchidism is a pathological condition of the testis.  The two pictures 
(see next page) show the testis from two different angles. 
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animal is born to a pair that was brought from 
Okinawa Kids Foundation, Japan.  The animal is 
behaviourally sound and inspite of the defect the 
animal gave birth in the year 2012 and 2013.  Both 
the male and female fawn sired by the male are 
healthy and already one year old.   

Conclusion  
In case of conservation breeding species individuals 
diagnosed with cryptorchidism should not be used for 
breeding for healthy propagation of the captive stock 
since cryptorchidism is a hereditary condition, such 
males should either be castrated or removed from the 
conservation breeding programme and can be used 
for display only. 

Discussion: It is a hereditary defect cause by a 
recessive sex limited gene involving more than one 
pair of gene.  The semen of mono cryptorchid male 
may be normal, clear and watery and the sperm 
concentration is comparatively low relatively more 
abnormal with dead sperm cells.  In unilateral 
cryptorchidism there may be impairment of 
fertilizations (ranging from normal to infertile) and 
the sexual behavior of cryptorchid male is normal, 
coitus in such male is prompt, hence the case 
discussed can be assessed as normal unilateral 
cryptorchidism. 
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Another example of Cryptorchidism which is the 
absence of one or both testes from the scrotum.  
Photographer unk.  

Lakes and coastal environments are transitional 
areas between dry terrestrial and permanent 
aquatic ecosystems and are recognised as highly 
productive. These environments all over the world 
are ideal places for human habitation, fisheries, 
industries, shipping and recreation. As rapid 
development and population growth continue in 
coastal areas, environmental degradation due to 
their exploitative use and improper management 
deteriorate the biodiversity and undermine the 
productivity of these unique ecosystems. Their 
importance in socio-economic frontiers has been 
increasingly felt. Appreciating the important 
processes and comparative studies of these fragile 
environments at gross root level are essential for 
better understanding and future planning. 
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