NOTE Z0OOS PRINT JOURNAL 15(5): 266

NOTE ZOOS PRINT JOURNAL 15(5): 266

BUTTERFLY PREDATION BY AN
INSECTIVOROUS PLANT, DroseERA INDICA L.

Md.Jafer Palot*and K.M.Khaled?
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B, Ashok Nagar, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 500020, India.

2 Post Graduate Department of Botany, Sir Syed College,
Taliparamba, Kannur, Kerala 670142, India.

Insectivorous plants are usually found in habitats like barren
open country, paddy fields and other marsh areas and as such
are believed to supplement their diet with animal feed. Some
insectivorous plants are found in extremely diverse environ-
ments while others are known to occupy narrow ecological
niches. The insectivorous plants like Drosera indica L., D.
burmanrii Vahl, D. peltata Smith and many species of the ge-
nus Utricularia are reported from Kerala. The traps of these
plantsareleaf (entireor part) or modified|eaf-likeorganstolure,
guide, hold and digest the prey.

During our routinefaunal observationsand collectionsof plant
material inthevicinity of Madayi Para, aflat-topped tablelike
laterite hillock of Kannur Districtin northern Kerala, on 28 Au-
gust 1999, we came across exceptionally large numbers of
Drosera indica plantsin the south-western slope of thehill in
association with other herbaceous plants such as Eriocaulon
spp., Rhamphicarpa longiflora (Arn.) Benth., Sopubia
delphinifolia (L.) G. Don, and another group of most common
insectivorous plants of the area- Utricularia spp., whichliter-
ally paint the whole plateau in shades of blue, violet and white
with their flowers. Most of the Drosera plants were specked
with small insect remains. On oneplant at about aheight of 10
cm., wefoundafemalePaeGrassBlueButterfly ( Zizeeriamaha)
entangled in the sticky gland tipped tentacles of the plant. The
antennae of the insect were stuck on the upper branches of the
plant whilethe abdomen and part of thewingswerejust trapped
inthelower branchesof theplant. After afew minutesof struggle
thebutterfly wasimmobilized and thetentaclelikeleaves coiled
towardstheinsect for theinitiation of digestion process.
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A SNAKE - PARAKEET INCIDENT
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During the course of hydrobiological studies of thewetlands of
Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur, Rgjasthan, abird-snakein-
cident was observed, which is noteworthy.

On 17 April 1999 at 0945 hrswhilewalking along atrail towards
Sapanmori from Rambund inthe park, thevociferousscreaching
and screaming of six Roseringed Parakeets ( Psittaculakrameri
borealis) attracted our attention. Thebirdsweremaking alarm
calls from a Babul tree (Acacia nilotica), which was leaning
towardsthemarsh. Ataheight of about 10ft. from the ground,
the tree had a cavity initstrunk that was encircled by a heavy-
bodied yellowish brown snake, with the rest of its body lying
insidethe cavity. Eventhough thefirst half of the anterior part
of the approximately 2 m. long snake could not be seen, it could
be identified from the rest of its body which was elongated,
cylindrical, ventral colouration dirty-yellow with black-tipped
sides and from the long, slender tail, the scale pattern of the
body, as a Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosus). This snake was the
intruder into the hol e-nest and the reason for the aggression of
parakeets.

At times, the parakeets were agressively attacking the snake,
but at no time during the period did the snake attempt to defend
itself from the birds. When we approched the tree, most birds
flew away to anearby branch. But one male parakeet anxiously
waited near the nest-hole. When the snake was disturbed by
our presence, it moved further inside the cavity and disap-
peared deep into thetreetrunk. Accordingto Ali and Ripley
(1983), the breededing seasobn of the parakeetsismainly from
January to July. Itispossiblethat the birdshad anest withinthe
cavity.
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