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INTERESTING DRINKING BEHAVIOUR OF
CAPPED LANGUR (TracHYPITHECUS PILEATUS) IN
GIBBONWILDLIFE SANCTUARY, ASSAM

D.Chetry, R. Medhi and P.C. Bhattacherjee

Animal Ecology and W dlife Biology, Department of Zoology,
Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam 781014, India.

GibbonWildife Sanctuary (26°45N & 94°25'E) inthe Jorhal District
of Assamis1915.06hain area(atituderange: 100-120m). During
the month of May 1998 a dry spell hit the area around the
Sanctuary. Most of the small pondsinthe areadried up. Water
level of most of the wells receeded to such levels that some of
thewellshad to be deepened. Thewell inthe Forest Beat Office
complex had also dried during that season. To mitigate the
crisis the office staff dug the well further. A group of Rhesus
Macagues (Macaca mulatta) was seen to visit thewell regularly
in search of water. Observing this, the forest staff kept a bucket
full of water near the well. The Rhesus group came, looked
around and drank water from the bucket. Then onwards, the
forest staff regularly kept the bucket filled with water for the
Rhesus group. On the third day, following the Rhesus group,
one Capped Langur (Trachypithecus pil eatus) troop whose home
rangefell near the Beat Office boundary was also seen drinking
water from that bucket. In total, 15 such interesting drinking
episodes of the Capped Langur troop was recorded during one
month. After therains started, the Capped Langur troop ceased
tovisitthe Beat Officefor water. Thisisreally interesting because
at Madhupur in Bangladesh 15 such episodes of drinking by
Capped Langurswererecorded in 15 months (Stanford, 1991).
Capped Langurs are generally reluctant to come down to two
meters above the ground to drink water from tree trunks,
excepting thelactating femalewith theyoung. Three of these 15
drinking bouts took place at the paddy field (Stanford, 1991).
However, in the present case the troop walked over 200m on
ground and crossed the railway line, which runs through the
Sanctuary to drink from the bucket.
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A three-year old female Chinkarawas presented to the surgical
ward with a history of anorexia for the last three days. It had
had afight with amale Chinkaraand acquired ahorn goreinjury
onitsleft lateral abdominal wall. Clinical examination revealed
that all the physiological parameters were within the normal
limit. Anopenwound ontheleft lateral abdomen parrallel tothe
last rib was observed. The wound showed oozing of ruminal
fluid confirming fistula of the rumen. The depth of the wound
was 6cm. To reconstruct the fistulous tract, laporotomy was
performed under locdl infiltration analgesiawith 2% Lignocaine.
The site around the wound was prepared for a septic surgery.
Theanimal was premedicated with Diazepam @ 0.25 mg/kg b.wt
intramuscularly. Ketamine hydrochloride @ 3.5 mg/kg b.wt. was
administered intramuscularly after 15 minutes of premedication.

Theanimal wasrestrained onitsright lateral recumbency. A 6-
cm cutaneous incision was made paralld to the last rib and
cutaneous wound. The abdominal muscles were separated
bluntly along their muscle fibre direction. A nick incision was
made on peritoneum to approach the underlying injured part. A
3-cminjury along with adhesions between abdominal wall was
observed. Adhesions around fistulous opening and abdominal
wall werebluntly separated. Thefistulousopening ontherumen
was sutured with continuous Cushings and Lamberts suture
pattern with No. 2 chromic catgut after freshening it. The
peritoneum and abdomina muscleswere sutured in acontinuous
lock stitch manner. The cutaneous wound was sutured with
horizontal mattress pattern. Parenteral antibiotics were
administered (Ampiclox 1g i/m) for five days. The cutaneous
wound was daily dressed with Furacin ointment and the
cutaneous sutures were removed on the ninth day. The animal
made an uneventful recovery without gastro-intestinal tract
abnormalities.
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