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Between 1997 and 1999 surveyswere carried out in different
areas of the Kawa Wildlife Sanctuary to determinethe habitat
preferences of cervids and other ungulates. During these
surveysdetail sof indirect evidence of Gaur (Bosgaur us Smith,
1827) presencewerenoted to determinetheir distributionwithin
the Sanctuary. All cattle herders who frequented the interior
areas of the Sanctuary and the local trackers appointed for
trackingtiger movementswerethemain sourcefor approximation
of number of individualsthat roamed in particular areas of the
Sanctuary.

Kawa WildlifeSanctuary (19905-19920' N and 78°32'-79912°F)
covering an area of 893km?, islocated in Adilabad District of
Andhra Pradesh. It has undulating topography, with hills on
the northern boundary and a gentle dope towards Godavari
River flowing 6-12km from the southern boundary of the
Sanctuary (Fig. 1). The forest is of southern tropical dry
deciduoustype (Champion & Seth, 1968) with Tectona grandis,
Terminaliatomentosa, Terminalia arjuna, Anogeissuslatifolia,
Boswellia serrata, Cleistanthus collinus, Lannea
coromandelica, Diospyros melanoxylon and Bombax ceiba,
being the predominant vegetation. Patches of natural bamboo
clumps of Dendrocalamus strictus are also found in the
Sanctuary. Six rangesinthreereserveforests, namely, Itikya,
Kadam and Kawal falling under Nirmal and Jannaram Forest
Divisions comprise the Sanctuary. The major vegetation
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Figure 1. Map of Kawal Wildlife Sanctuary depicting areas of Gaur Bos gaurus strongholds
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composition found in these reserve forests are teak mixed
miscellaneousforest and teak mixed bamboo forest. Tesk mixed
bamboo forest is more dominant (55%) than the teak mixed
miscellaneousforest (40%), whiletheremaining areasare either
teak plantations, scrub areasor village enclosures (Srinivasulu,
inpress).

Of the six ranges (namely — Birsaipet, Jannaram, Indhanpally,
Tadlapet, Kadam and Pembi) that comprise the Sanctuary,
evidence of presence of Gaur wasrecorded from five (Table 1).
In the past, Gaurs have been reported in good numbers from
Kadam Range, but during the study period they were not
observed there. Strongholdsof populationwererecorded from
theBirsaipet and Indhanpally Ranges. A population of about 30
to 35 individuals livesin the contiguous areas of Rampur and
Dosthunagar beats. Once we missed sighting a strong herd of
27individuals(7 males, 13females, and 7 sub adultsand calves,
as detailed later by acattle herder who saw the herd) crossing
Panchanadula Stream moving towardsthe PanchanodulaValley
in Rampur Best.

My tracker informed me about a herd of 18-26 individuals
frequenting Nalakonda Shivar areaof the Dosthunagar Beat. In

this area, my colleagues and | had to take to heels for safety
when we approached too close to alone mae! In the bid to
escapewemissed achanceto sight thiselusive yet magnificent

creature. A herd of 10-12 animalswerereported from Udumpur

area. This area along with Rampur and Dosthunagar form a
largetract of Gaur and Tiger potentia habitat of the Sanctuary
that also hasarespectful population of other wild fauna. Along

the Pedda Vagu Stream in the Kalleda Beat a herd of 8-12

individuals was reported. It is here where herbivores, like the
Nilgai Boselaphustragocamelus and the Chital Axisaxis, are
found in abundance.

In Tadlapet Range, about 8-20individuasand 10-28 individuals
werereported from Mayal and Gopparloddi areas, respectively.

Another strong population was reported to occur in Pembi

Range. Here, local herders saw good number of this species
fromDongaChelma(c' 18-26 individuals) and Domadhari (¢’ 12-
20) areas.

Kawa Wildlife Sanctuary is one among the few areas in the
Godavari River basin that still isahometo Gaur. In thistract
Gaur numbers have depleted over the years mainly due to
manifestationsof rinderpest and foot-and-mouth disease. Gaurs
arealso reported from other protected areaslike Eturnagaram;
Pakhal and Kinnerasani wildlife sanctuaries, and aso in the
reserveforestsinterspersing these protected areasinthedistricts
of Adilabad, Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and West
Godavari. Our studiesin Karimnagar District indicatethat Gaur
populationsin reserveforest areasare under great threat dueto
livestock grazing pressure and diseases. Cattle herders have
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reported frequent deaths of Gaur in these tracts due to FMD;
andthey believethat it isthe Gaur that causes|ossto their cattle
by infecting them. In Kawa Wildlife Sanctuary, the primary
threat to Gaur isthelivestock grazing pressure and exposureto
disease carriers as both the livestock and Gaur use the same
grazing grounds. Besidesthis, another important factor isthe
deaths caused due to drowning in the feeder canals from the
Kadam Reservoir that meanders through the Sanctuary. Many
individualsin their bid to crossthe barrier drown in the feeder
canals, asthey are not ableto climb the sloping concrete banks.
During the summer months, when the water is scarce, other
animalsget attracted to these canal sasthey have small pools of
water and meet the same fate, abeit not by drowning but by
exhausting themselves attempting in vain to climb the banks.
Mysterious deaths have been also reported during summer
months when these animals drink from drying water holes
holding very littlewater that concentratesto form broth of salts
laced with bacteria. Animals dying due to this cause do not
exhibit any external manifestation of injuriesor bleeding.
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