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Helminthic infection is wide spread in wild animals and may
cause mortality and morbidity of varying degrees. Gour et al.
(1979) and Fowler (1986) have stated that thewild animalsin the
free-living state are generally infected with numerous parasites,
but causelittle harm to them, unlessthey are stressed. Therefore,
understanding therate of infection in wild animalsisimportant
sinceinfections could result in massive die-offsof wild animals
during extreme stress conditions. There are several reports of
parasitic infectionin zoo animals, but information of the samein
free-livingwild animalsisscanty. Thispaper reportsthe parasitic
infectionin four wild boars, acalf elephant, asambar deer and a
leopard cat which died at Thekkady forest areain Kerala. The
parasites collected during postmortem by the first author were
preserved in formalin and brought to College of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences, Mannuthy. The specimens were washed,
dehydrated, cleared in creosote and examined for specificidentity.

All the parasites found in wild boars except Gastrodiscoides
hominis and Gnathostoma hispidum commonly infect the
domestic pig (Soulshy, 1982). Noda (1973) hasreported Ascaris
suumfrom Sus scrofaleucomystax while Henry and Conley (1970)
recorded Physosephalus sexalatus from European wild hogs.
Occurrence of Amblyoma sp. (ticks) inwild boarsisrecorded by
Rajagopalan et al. (1968). Herbivores and rodents are the
common intermediate hosts of Lingutula serrata, whichin the
adult stage occur in carnivores. Availableliteraturedid not reved
the occurrence of larvae of thisparasitein Sambar. The elephant
calf was heavily infected with strongyle worms and maggots of
Cobboldia elephantis and is quite likely that its death may be
due to this infection. Sundram (1966) has recorded all these
parasites from captive elephants. The Leopard Cat was also
heavily infected with Echinococcus granul osus causing enteritis
which probably could have contributed to its death.
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Table 1. The parasites identified during the study at Thekkady.

Host Site of collection Parasites
Indian Wild Boar Intestine Ascaris suum
(Sus scrofa cristatus) Intestine Ascaris suum
Intestine Ascaris suum, Gastrodiscoides
hominis
Intestine Gnathostoma hispidum,
Physosephalus sexalatus
Skin Amblyoma sp., Haematopinus
suis
Sambar Surface ofliver  Linguatula serrata (larvae)
(Cervus unicolor)
Elephant calf Intestine Amira pileata, Decrusia
(Elephas maximus) additicta, Murshidia, Quilonia
rennici, and maggots of
Cobboldia elephantis
Leopard Cat
(Felis bengalensis) Intestine Toxocara canis, Echinococcus

granulosus, Taenia sp.
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